
SPECIAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Thursday, August 8, 2012 – 7:00 p.m.
City Conference Room ~ 1515 Strongs Avenue

PRESENT: Chairman R. Stroik; Alderpersons Suomi, O’Meara, Moore, 
Wiza

OTHERS

PRESENT: Brandi Makuski, SPCT; Cathy Dugan; Matthew Brown; Brian 

Kowalski; Alderman Phillips; Human Resource Manager Jakusz

Chairman R. Stroik called the meeting to order.

1. Discussion and possible action on elected versus appointed for the Offices of City 

Attorney and City Comptroller/Treasurer.

Chairperson Stroik reviewed the question/answer responses from Dan Olson, 

Assistant Legal Counsel from the League of Wisconsin Municipalities.  Also 

reviewed was the options process submitted by Alderman O’Meara.

Alderman Wiza stated that he felt the process outlined in Alderman O’Meara’s e-
mail was well thought out.

He added that he has spoken to approximately 9 constituents and none are in 

favor of changing the process from elected to appointed.  

Chairperson Stroik referred to the memo from Mayor Halverson addressed to the 

Common Council establishing the Special Committee.  He indicated that in his 

memo, Mayor Halverson charged the Special Committee with identifying what the 

appointment process would look like if the City chose that route.

Alderman Wiza responded that he advised Mayor Halverson and those in 

attendance at the Council meeting that he would be happy to serve on the 

Special Committee, but that in his mind the timing was off; the  question of 

whether these positions should remain elected or be appointed had to be 

addressed first.  If determination was made to pursue a referendum, then set a 

timeline to charge this committee if referendum passes.

Alderman Wiza moved to recommend not pursuing an appointment process but 

to maintain the election process for the positions of Comptroller/Treasurer and 

City Attorney; Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.



Chairperson Stroik stated that the Committee’s task isn’t to determine if these 
positions should be elected versus appointed, but what an appointment process 

would look like.

Alderman Wiza replied that it doesn’t make sense to him to how it should happen, 
rather than IF it should happen.

Alderman Moore stated that the feedback he received has been against the 

appointment process.  He feels the charge given to the Committee was out of 

order; we need to first determine what the constituents want.

Alderperson Suomi asked whether the motion currently on the table would kill the 

referendum question.  Chairperson Stroik replied not necessarily, the issue could 

be placed on the Council Agenda for discussion and action by the full City 

Council.  If the Council voted to go forward with a referendum, this Committee 

could be reconvened.

Alderman O’Meara stated that currently appointments are very one-sided and all 
the power rests with the appointing authority.  He stated that his outline allows for 

shared responsibility and power in the process.

Alderman Wiza moved to amend his prior motion to:  recommend not pursuing an 

appointment process but to maintain the election process for the positions of 

Comptroller/Treasurer and City Attorney and to forward Alderman O’Meara’s 
options to the Personnel Committee; Alderman Moore seconded.  

Discussion ensued.

Alderperson Suomi expressed her disappointment in the lack on feedback from 

her constituents.  Those constituents that she initiated contact with on this matter 

admitted a preference to the elected process.

Alderperson Suomi suggests that if a referendum is moved forward two questions 

be asked:

1. Do we want the Comptroller/Treasurer position to be elected?

2. Do we want the City Attorney position to be elected?

Alderman O’Meara stated that the backgrounds of constituents asked make 

a difference; those that are licensed for their profession have indicated to him a 

preference for appointment over elected.  He reported that he spoke with eight or nine 

City residents.



Chairperson Stroik stated that he has received two calls and solicited input 

from ten constituents.  One of the constituents he spoke with indicated that two prior 

votes for changing the City Clerk and Comptroller/Treasurer positions to appointed; 

both failed.

Alderman Wiza stated that if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.  We now know that we 

can place qualifications on the elected positions.  

Alderman Moore stated that they need to decide first if the positions should 

be appointed and if we do want that, who would they report to and who would be 

able to remove them from office.

Alderman Wiza reiterated his comments made during the July City Council 

meeting regarding the sequence of the charge of the Special 

Committee versus determining whether the process should be changed 

from elected to appointed for the Comptroller/Treasurer and City 

Attorney.

Alderman O’Meara voiced his opinion that the Council should let the 
question go to referendum and give the public a voice.

Alderman Moore stated that there is a cost to the City for a referendum.

Alderperson Suomi stated that with the attachment of Alderman O’Meara’s 
outline she would not support the motion.  She reiterated that the Committee was 

not charged with determining elected versus appointed.

Alderman Wiza stated that although collectively it is a small group, the 

constituents have spoken.  He added that it would be a waste of time and 

resources to move forward with a referendum based on the information received.  He 

added that if managers or other employees appeared voicing that these positions 

should be appointed because of X, Y and Z ~ but they didn’t.  He also voiced his 
disappointment in the response from the community.  He feels it would be a waste 

of resources 

to continue down the appointment process.

Alderperson Suomi stated that we have facts; we are one of the few

 communities that continues to elect the Comptroller/Treasurer and City 

Attorney.  She added that our community has been lucky and have 

appropriate checks and balances in place, but what if that were not the 

situation?



Alderperson Wiza replied that based on the response from the Attorney at 

the League of Municipalities, the City could remove the person from 

office.

The question was called on the prior motion, Alderman Wiza moved to 

recommend not pursuing an appointment process but to maintain the 

election process for the positions of Comptroller/Treasurer and City 

Attorney and to forward Alderman O’Meara’s options to the Personnel 
Committee; Alderman Moore seconded.  Motion passed with a vote of 

3 – 2.  A roll call vote was requested:
Moore: Aye

Wiza: Aye

Suomi: No

O’Meara: No

R. Stroik Aye

Adjournment ~ 7:47 p.m.

 


