Minutes
Transportation Commission Meeting
Thurmaier Room- 2700 Week Street

February 27, 2014

Commission members in attendance: Chairperson Nichole Lysne, Bob Woehr, Elbert Rackow, Ald. Mary
Stroik, Ald. Jeremy Slowinski

(Note: Ald. Jeremy Slowinski was excused at 5:50 p.m.)
Excused: Fred Hopfensperger, Hans Walther

Others present: Paul Stroik, Sam Levin, Ald. Mike Phillips, Director; Joel Lemke, Transit Manager; Susan
Lemke

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairperson Nichole Lysne.

1. Approval of the January 23, 2014 Transportation Commission minutes.
Bob Woehr moved to approve the minutes of the January 23, 2014 Transportation Commission meeting.
Chairperson Nichole Lysne seconded. Ayes all; Nays none; Motion carried.

2. Whiting Bus Service.
Sam Levin and Paul Stroik from the Village of Whiting were in attendance. Mr. Levin presented several
suggested route changes which he feels would provide Whiting residents with quicker and easier access to
grocery shopping opportunities. Bob Woehr explained the challenges involved with route changes such as
financial implications to the Transit budget, timing in relation to route connections, and increases in cost to the
Village of Whiting for additional services. Paul Stroik indicated additional cost for service may be a concern for
the Village Board, as there have been discussions recently regarding discontinuation of current services. Mr.
Stroik indicated he is willing to present new ideas to the board for consideration if the City is willing to
consider new options for their residents.

Fixed route ridership statistics for the Village of Whiting for CY2013 indicate 7,065 rides were provided; by

category: 3,154 Adult, 1,212 Senior, 1,978 Disabled, 512 Youth, and 209 UWSP. Additionally, Stevens Point

Transit’s paratransit service called “Point Plus”, which is a door to door service, provided 1,849 rides. There
are 52 residents in the Village of Whiting who are currently certified for the door to door service.

Ald. Mike Phillips indicated that the Village of Whiting has been paying the same amount of $18,250 for transit
service for many years and questioned why the amount hasn’t been adjusted over time. Mr. Phillips indicated
concern over staff being asked to dedicated time on potential route changes that could cost the Village of
Whiting additional dollars if the residents of Whiting or the Village of Whiting Board are not interested in
contributing additional funds to the program.

Elbert Rackow moved to have Transit staff examine Sam Levin’s route options, as well as consider other
possibilities for the Village of Whiting route which would ultimately improve service in regard to grocery shopping
opportunities, estimated costs for service should be calculated, and all information shall be reported back to the
Transportation Commission. Bob Woehr seconded. Ayes all, Nays none, Motion carried.

3. January 2014 claims/financial report.
Elbert Rackow moved to approve the January 2014 claims/financial report. Ald. Mary Stroik seconded. Ayes all
Nays none; Motion carried.



4. Youth Freedom Pass program for 2014.
Bob Woehr moved to approve the continuation of the Youth Freedom Pass program for the summer of 2014, with
the price to remain at $20.00 for the unlimited ride pass. Ald. Jeremy Slowinski seconded. Ayes all; Nays none;
Motion carried.

5. Title VI Plan.
The Federal Transit Administration now requires all recipients of federal transit funding to have a Title VI plan
on file at the Wisconsin Department of Transportation by April 30, 2014. The plan must provide evidence of
local approval of the plan. Manager Lemke presented the Commission with a draft plan for review and
approval. Elbert Rackow moved approval of the Title VI plan as presented. Bob Woehr seconded. Ayes all; Nays
none; Motion carried.

6. Manager’s Report:
» Staff Update
The Transit Division is currently advertising for a part-time LNT Supervisor. The deadline for applications is
March 10, 2014 at 3:00 p.m.

A notice of resignation was recently received from a part-time Bus Operator. The Bus Operator’s last day of
employment was February 17, 2014. A request to fill the vacancy will be included in the March Personnel
Committee agenda.

Bob Woehr moved to approve the Manager’s report and place it on file. Elbert Rackow seconded. Ayes all; Nays
none; Motion carried.

7. Next meeting date.
The next Transportation Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, April 10, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.

8. Adjournment.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:45 p.m.



