
JOINT MUNICIPAL COURT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING
  March 12, 2014 - 4:00 P.M.

PRESENT:                Mayor Andrew Halverson, City Attorney Andrew Beveridge, Alderperson Mike Wiza, 
Alderperson Joanne Suomi, Plover Village President Dan Schlutter, Plover Village 
Trustee Tom Davies                         

ALSO PRESENT:     Becky Kalata, B. C. Kowalski, Comptroller/Treasurer Corey Ladick, Nate Enwald, 
Brandi Makuski, Alderperson Jeremy Slowinski

1.  Roll Call

Quorum present.

2.  Election of Chairperson

Mayor Andrew Halverson was elected Chairperson.  Plover Village President Dan Schlutter moved 
seconded by Plover Trustee Tom Davies to approve the motion.

3.  Overview of roles and responsibilities of committee (City Attorney)

 Provide a recommendation on the budget to both the Village Board and the City Council.  Chief 
Ruder has been working on the comparables from other cities to establish reasonable levels of 
salaries for Municipal Court Judge and Municipal Court Clerk.  The committee will have the 
opportunity to look at those numbers and forward any comments to the above governing bodies.  
However starting next year rather than being based on projections the budget will be based on actual
numbers from this year.

 Make a recommendation for Municipal Court Judge and forward to governing bodies by April 2, 
2014 in order for the Municipal Court Judge and the Municipal Court Clerk to be able to attend 
training during the month of May.  Beginning the spring of 2016 the judge will become an elected 
position.

 The committee could be called on again in the event there becomes a vacancy.

Ald. Suomi asked which ordinance this was and City Attorney Beverage told her Chapter 33 of the Stevens 
Point Ordinances.

4.  Discussion relating to location of future municipal court sessions

The Chief of Police gathered information and recommended that the Municipal Court be located at the 
Lincoln Center.  This ultimately caused a great deal of concern with the County at many levels.  The ADRC 
voted against having it at the Lincoln Center.

The Conference room at the Water Department was then recommended.  It has enough room and is able to 
be secured from other areas.  Aside from it being isolated, a police officer could be present and security 
cameras installed.  The Water Department location was generally supported by the committee.

Payment collection would still be here.  Clerk and Judge would be located here in the basement by the 
Police Department with distribution as needed to Plover.

Ald. Wiza had concerns with the location of the court being at the Water Department and not closer to the 
City/County Building.  He questioned whether or not using upstairs rooms in the courthouse had been 
considered.  It had been but there was not a great deal of support by the court system.



Ald. Wiza then asked about the conference rooms at the Annex.  He said the Space and Properties 
Committee voted for having it at the Lincoln Center. He would prefer to have it in this area; less expense for 
the security cameras and police officers would not be needed.

Mayor Halverson said the Judge can also decide where it should be located.  We have to be flexible, the 
size, location, and layout all must be considered.  Cameras are not required; however the Water Department 
is already looking at putting them in. These cases are forfeitures and not criminal cases.  The Plover area 
could also be looked at.

Ald. Suomi said time is of the essence, but Mayor Halverson said that as long as there is a location ready 
prior to June it will be adequate.

Ald. Suomi asked if she could make a recommendation.  This agenda item was for discussion only.

Ald. Suomi agreed with location, cost of cameras.

5.  Discussion of ordinance amendments regarding possible new location.

City Attorney Beveridge stated it is not required by law to specify a location, so an amendment is not needed

6.  Discussion and possible action on process for selection of a Municipal Court Judge

 Advertise in the Portage County Gazette, Stevens Point City Times, Stevens Point Journal and the 
Wisconsin Bar.

 Applications will be accepted until noon on March 24, 2014.
 Applicant must include a cover letter, and resume to the Joint Municipal Court Oversight 

Committee.  They must statutorily live in Stevens Point or Plover.  The City of Stevens Point and 
the Village of Plover are requiring the applicant be an attorney.

 This committee will compile and review the submitted application in a closed session.

7.  Discussion and possible action on posting for Municipal Court Clerk

A draft jobs description was reviewed, minor changes were made and the final draft will be distributed to 
Plover and Stevens Pont for final review.  Once finished the description will be posted and advertised.  
Applications will be collected by the City of Stevens Point, but the final decision will be up to the judge.

8.  Review and possible action of initial budget projections for the Joint Municipal Court

Budget projections were distributed no issues were indentified, and the projections look correct.

9.  Update on future training sessions for Municipal Court Judge and Clerk

Training will be in May.

10. Proposed Future meeting date(s)

The next meeting will be March 25, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. in the City Conference Room.

11. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 4:39 p.m.


