
CITY OF STEVENS POINT 
 SPECIAL COMMON COUNCIL MEETING  

 
Council Chambers         November 16, 2015  
County-City Building                         6:30 p.m.  
1516 Church Street 
 

Mayor Mike Wiza Presiding 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL: Ald. Doxtator, Mrozek, Oberstadt, Van Stippen (6:31 p.m.), Slowinski, 

Kneebone, Patton (6:49 p.m.), McComb, Phillips, Morrow. 
 
EXCUSED: Ald. Ryan. 
 
ALSO  
PRESENT: City Attorney Beveridge, C/T Ladick, City Clerk John Moe, Fire Chief Finn, 
 Interim Police Chief Skibba; Directors Lemke, Ostrowski, Schatschneider, 

Schrader, H.R. Manager Jakusz, Mayoral Assistant Pazdernik; Nate Enwald, 
Portage County Gazette, Brandi Makuski, City Times. 

 
Consideration and Possible Action on the Following:  
 
2.  Minutes and Actions Taken at the Special Finance Committee Meeting of October 

27, 2015.  
 
 Ald. Phillips moved, Ald. Slowinski seconded, to approve the minutes and actions of 

the Special Finance Committee meeting of October 27, 2015. 
 
 Call for the Vote: Ayes: All. 
     Nays: None.  Motion adopted.   
 
3.  Public hearing on the General Local Municipal Budget for 2016.  
 
 Mayor Wiza declared the public hearing on the General Local Municipal Budget for 

2016 open.  
 
 As no one wished to speak, Mayor Wiza declared the public hearing closed.   
 
4.  Resolution Adopting the Budget for the City of Stevens Point for the Year 2016.  
 
 Mayor Wiza commented this was the earliest start to the budget process.  He 

thanked all the elected officials and directors for their contribution and cooperation 
during this process. 

 



 C/T Ladick stated there have been minor technical changes that have occurred, 
such as with the EMS contract.  He said the other change included all the capital 
borrowing accounts into the budget. 

 
 Ald. McComb asked that the room tax be separated from the operational budget 

and reserved for special projects.  She stated she wanted to avoid competition 
between necessary projects and quality of life projects.   

 
 Mayor Wiza stated part of the room tax has always gone into the operational 

budget.  He stated the state allows for this as tourists and visitors utilize roads and 
water as well as parks. 

 
 C/T Ladick stated the extra fund balance should go to the capital expenses. 
 
 Ald. Kneebone stated she worries about adding to the debt service. 
 
 Mayor Wiza stated borrowing needs to occur to stabilize the tax rate, but should 

decrease with less borrowing and paying down the debt.   
 
 Ald. Oberstadt reiterated both Ald. Kneebone and McComb’s sentiments and 

concerns.  She added she would be in favor of quality of life projects being funded 
with the room tax whenever possible. 

 
 Ald. Doxtator moved, Ald. Morrow seconded, to approve the resolution for adopting 

the budget for the City of Stevens Point for the year 2016. 
 
 Call for the Vote: Ayes: Ald. Morrow, Phillips, McComb, Kneebone, Slowinski, 
      Van Stippen, Oberstadt, Mrozek, Doxtator. 
     Nays: None.  Motion adopted.  
 
5.  Resolution Appropriating Necessary Funds for the City of Stevens Point for 2016 and 

Levying the Tax Rate for the Year 2015.  
 
 Ald. Slowinski moved, Ald. Van Stippen seconded, to approve the resolution for 

appropriating necessary funds for the City of Stevens Point for 2016 and levying the 
tax rate for the year 2015. 

 
 Ald. Morrow questioned if levying the tax rate should be for the year 2016 rather 

than 2015.  
 
 C/T Ladick stated the taxes people will pay starting in December are for the year 

2015 and added that it is based on citizens living in their homes for 2015.  
 
 Mayor Wiza stated the tax rate for 2015 is $9.84 per $1,000. 
 
 Call for the Vote: Ayes: Ald. Doxtator, Mrozek, Oberstadt, Van Stippen,  
      Slowinski, Kneebone, McComb, Phillips, Morrow. 
     Nays: None.  Motion adopted.  



 
6.  Resolution Providing for Writing Special Assessments and Special Charges into the 

Tax Roll for 2015.  
 
 Mayor Wiza stated this resolution authorizes the Treasurer’s Office to place special 

assessments on the tax rolls.   
 
 Ald. McComb asked if this included the seawall project.  
 
 C/T Ladick stated it would depend on what payment option the property owner 

had selected.  A 30-day option would have been paid in 30 days; the five or 10 year 
option would be placed on the tax roll. 

 
 Ald. Mrozek moved, Ald. Phillips seconded, to approve the resolution providing for 

writing special assessments and special charges into the tax roll for 2015.  
 
 Call for the Vote: Ayes: Ald. Morrow, Phillips, McComb, Patton, Kneebone, 
      Slowinski, Van Stippen, Oberstadt, Mrozek, Doxtator. 
     Nays: None.  Motion adopted.  
 
7. Adjournment.  
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 6:49 p.m.  
 
 
 


