
 

Minutes 
Transportation Commission Meeting 

 February 24, 2011 
 
Commission members in attendance:   Chairperson Nichole Lysne, Bob Woehr, Ald. Jeremy 
Slowinski, Ald. Mary Stroik, Elbert Rackow, Hans Walther 
Commission members excused: Judy Bablitch 
 
Others present:   Susan Lemke 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:33 p.m. by Chairperson Lysne.  
 
1. Approval of minutes from the January 12, 2011 Transportation Commission meeting.   
Elbert Rackow moved to approve the minutes from the January 12, 2011 Transportation 
Commission meeting.   Bob Woehr noted that on agenda item 1 the date should be changed to 
read November 10, 2010, and the word” amount” should be deleted under the Manager’s 
Report, Intercity bus update.  Ald. Jeremy Slowinski seconded, with the noted changes.  Ayes all; 
Nays none; Motion carried. 
 
2.  Discussion with possible action on Freedom Pass program. 
The Freedom Pass program began in 2007 and has continued each year since.   Freedom Passes 
are available to grade school through high school aged students for $20.00 and offers unlimited 
rides during summer break.   Thirty passes were sold in 2010.  Bob Woehr moved to approve the 
sale of Freedom Passes to youth again in 2011, and to bring the topic back as an agenda item in 
February of 2012.  Hans Walther seconded. Ayes all; Nays none; Motion carried. 
 
3.   Manager’s Report. 

• Facility project 
Environmental studies are nearly complete.  Angus Young representative Jeff Hazekamp met with 
Transit staff to discuss the initial floor plans for the facility. 

• Hybrid Buses 
Hybrid buses have arrived and will be put into service by March 1, 2011.  The buses were funded 
at 100% through ARRA funding. 

• Security Cameras 
Security cameras have been installed on the three hybrid buses as well as the paratransit vehicles.   

• Park Ridge Subsidy 
Park Ridge Village Board has requested additional ridership information to assist them in 
determining whether they wish to continue transportation in the Village, and tabled the decision 
until their October 2011 meeting.  State Statute 66.1021 (12) states: “Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this section, no transit commission may provide service outside the corporate limits of 
the city which establishes the transit commission unless the transit commission receives financial 
support for the service under a contract with a public or private organization for the service.  This 
subsection does not apply to service provided by a transit commission outside the corporate limits 
of the city which establishes the transit commission if the transit commission is providing the service 
on April 28, 1994, without receiving financial support from a public or private organization for the 
service, and elects to continue the service.”  Therefore continuation of bus service in 2012 to the 
Village of Park Ridge is contingent upon compliance with the state statute.  (Whiting and Plover 
contribute financial support for Stevens Point Transit service provided in their communities.)  
 
SS SB 11 – update discussion 
Manager Lemke discussed concerns related to the budget repair bill and potential issues it could 
create for the Stevens Point Transit system.  Mass transit providers are bound by federal law 



Section 5333 (b) which requires continuation of collective bargaining rights for employees, for 
wages, pensions, benefits etc.  If the transit system is not in compliance with Section 5333 (b) the 
system is not eligible for federal funding.  Stevens Point Transit is scheduled to receive 
approximately $780,000 in federal funds for operations in 2011.   
 
Bob Woehr moved to accept the Manager’s report.  Elbert Rackow seconded.  Ayes all; Nays 
none; Motion carried. 
 
4. Next meeting date. 
March 29, 2011 at 5:45 p.m. 
 
5. Adjourn. 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 
 


