MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS
Wednesday, March 1, 2017

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Roll Call
Approval of the February 1, 2017 Minutes
Update on Cultural Commons (Cultural Commons Committee)
Update on Comprehensive Outdoor Recreational Plan
Director’s report
Adjournment

1.

Roll Call

1

Present:
Freckmann, Hall, Ald. McComb, Ald. Oberstadt, Okonek, Ald. Slowinski, Smith, Sorenson
Excused:
Glodosky, McDonald, Kirsch,
Also Present: Director Tom Schrader, Betty Bruski Mallek, Aaron Kadoch, Jim Anderson, Cathy Dugan, Susan
Zach, Brian Oberstadt
2.

Approval of the February 1, 2017 Minutes

Motion by Hall, seconded by Ald. Slowinski, to approve the February 1, 2017 minutes and place them on file.
Ayes all; Nays none; Motion carried.
3.

Update on Cultural Commons (Cultural Commons Committee)

Aaron Kadoch and Jim Anderson representing the Stevens Point Rotary Club and the Cultural Commons
Committee gave the Commission an update on the progress of the Cultural Commons project. The cost of the
entire project is $750,000.00 with phase I of the project costing $270,000.00. The project will be done in phases.
Fundraising efforts have brought in between 60 to 80 percent of the phase 1 money which includes the center
garden. May 1st is targeted as the day for the groundbreaking ceremony if funding is received to fully fund phase
1. The DNR permits have been received. Phase 1 will also consist of improvements to the sidewalks on Crosby
Avenue per ADA specifications. Some of the donations will be in-kind donations for materials and services at the
site. Included in the concept is a maintenance fund and significant sculptures. The Cultural
Commons Committee has applied for a DNR Stewardship grant with 50/50 matching funds. The original hope
was to have the project completed this summer but that may not be possible. If the Committee receives the
funding such as the grant along with donations phases 1 and 2 could be completed this summer. The Committee
is hoping to have a ground breaking ceremony on May 1st if everything goes as planned. More information about
the project can be found on their website: spculturalcommons.com
4.

Update on Comprehensive Outdoor Recreational Plan

Director Schrader reported that the surveys for the Comprehensive Outdoor Recreational Plan have been mailed
out to 330 randomly selected voters from the 11 districts in the City with self-addressed return envelopes. 30
names from each district were selected and mailed the survey. As of today 20 surveys have been returned. The
survey will be available on the web and hard copies can be obtained at our office and at City Hall. We will be
able to break down the survey by district when they list the closest intersection to their residence. We’ll also be
able to sort the information by age (Baby Boomer, Gen X or Millennial), etc. and by comments for improvements
and positive experiences of users of our parks.
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5.
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Director’s report

Director Schrader reported:
 Winter Sports is on and off again at this time of year
 K B Willett will host a championship hockey game Saturday at 7:00 Stevens Point vs Eau Claire
 The notice has been sent out for the Dedication Ceremony for Vice Admiral Albert Weston Park at the
base of the Clark Street Bridge for April 6 and April 7th for the 100 year anniversary of America’s entrance
into the First World War. 16 family members will be attending.
 The Forestry Department staff are pruning street trees on the East side of town along with our City
contractor and Zblewski Brothers
 The City’s street tree inventory is in the process of being converted to GIS
 The Forestry Department is looking into Grow Agreements with nurseries, so as to get the trees it desires in
the future. There is currently a strong demand for nursery trees due to EAB
 Shulfers’ Landscaping received the contract to maintain areas downtown and also had the low quote
for planting tree along the Sixth Avenue reconstruction site.
 Egle Landscaping received the low quote for replanting ash trees removed around town.
 The bid for the bathroom replacement at Pfiffner Park came in higher than money earmarked in the
capital improvements account but the Common Council approved the expenditure in the bid amount.
Thank you alderpersons on the Park Commission Committee and the other alderpersons who approved
it. The current bathrooms will be removed next week since we needed to wait for 10 days with the DNR
permit. The construction of the new bathrooms will be completed in time for Riverfront Rendezvous.
6.

Adjournment

Motion by Ald. Oberstadt, seconded by Hall, to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m.
Ayes all; Nays none; Motion carried.
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