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AGENDA

Members:
o Tori Jennings
o Trevor Roark
o Bill Fehrenbach
o Michael O’Meara
o Scott Cole

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(BPAC)

Date and Time:

April 19, 2017
9:00 AM

Location:

Conference Room D
1516 Church Street
Stevens Point, WI 54481

1. Call to Order.
2. Minutes and Actions from the February 15, 2017 regular meeting; March 2, 2017 BPAC Open House;
and March 15, 2017 regular meeting.
3. Persons who wish to address the committee for up to three (3) minutes on a non-agenda item.*
Consideration and Possible Action on the Following:
4. Nomination and election of Committee chairperson and vice-chairperson.
5. Staff Update
6. Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals (APBP) bicycle parking guidelines incorporated
into City Ordinances.
7. Review and prioritization of 2017 goals.
8. Review Chapter 6 (Agriculture, Natural and Cultural Resources) draft of 2017 Comprehensive Plan.
9. Discussion of new meeting location.
10. Schedule next meeting.
11. Adjourn.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any person who has special needs while attending these meetings or needs agenda materials for these

meetings should contact the City Clerk as soon as possible to ensure that a reasonable accommodation can be made. The City Clerk
can be reached by telephone at (715) 346-1569 or by mail at 1515 Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481.
Maps further defining the above area(s) may be obtained from the City of Stevens Point Department of Community Development,
1515 Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481, or by calling (715) 346-1567, during normal business hours.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a quorum of the Common Council may be in attendance at this meeting.
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REPORT OF BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
February 15, 2017 - 9:00 AM
Conference Room, County-City Building
1515 Strongs Avenue - Stevens Point WI 54481
PRESENT: Tori Jennings, Bill Fehrenbach, Trevor Roark, Michael O’Meara, & Scott Cole
STAFF PRESENT: Associate Planner Kyle Kearns
____________________________________________________________________________________
INDEX
1. Call to Order.
2. Minutes and Actions from the December 13, 2016 regular meeting.
3. Persons who wish to address committee for up to three (3) minutes on a non-agenda item.*
Consideration and Possible Action on the Following:
4. Staff Update (RFQ for TAP grant; CN Railroad rails to trails update; tax bill bike/pedestrian
safety information update).
5. Discussion and possible action on Prentice Street reconstruct.
6. Finalize plans for the March 2 BPAC Open House event to be held at Mid-State Technical
College from 5:00 to 7:00PM.
7. Schedule next meeting.
8. Adjourn.
__________________________________________________________________________________
1. Call to Order.
Chair Tori Jennings called the meeting to order at 9:03 A.M.
2. Persons who wish to address committee for up to three (3) minutes on a non-agenda item.*
Chair Tori Jennings pointed out a correction in the minutes: “RFQ” stands for request for
qualifications and not a “request for quotation”.
3. Michael O’Meara mentioned that some sidewalks are icy and impassible. Michael asked if there was
a simple reporting mechanism for residents (such as email or text) to point out these stretches of
sidewalk. Associate Planner Kyle Kearns mentioned that it has been discussed internally and has
already been brought up to the new code enforcement officer; regarding an easier mechanism for
reporting sidewalks, weeds, etc. Tori Jennings mentioned many seniors struggle with technology and
we need a simple mechanism for all demographics. She mentioned that this demographic struggles
with mobility the most and they sometimes feel marginalized because of the way the system works.
Trevor Roark pointed out that bike parking didn’t exist at Edgewater Manor right now even though it
was said at the recent Plan Commission meeting that there was some. He asked about the
resurfacing of the parking lot and Kyle Kearns described the standards and that bike parking
standards should be met as well. Trevor asked if year-round bike parking requirement was a
standard and Kyle responded that this isn’t stated in the ordinance, but he’s under the impression
its permanent year-round. Tori Jennings mentioned that compliance should include APBP standards
and that we’ve discussed this as a committee in the past. Trevor mentioned PBAC could make APBP
standards part of the ordinance.
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Tori Jennings asked Kyle Kearns if there was an update regarding new bike parking at Mead Park
since this was a condition of building the new parking lot at Mead Park. Kyle said he will follow up
with Tom Schrader, Director of Parks.
Bill Fehrenbach mentioned that UWSP is now plowing/clearing bike racks on campus.
4. Staff Update (RFQ for TAP grant; CN Railroad rails to trails update; tax bill bike/ped safety
information update).
Kyle Kearns identified that he put together the RFP over the last 2 weeks. The WisDOT timeline says
the RFP should be ready now and reviewed, but the MC (management company, called Cedarcorp)
that oversees this project said the WisDOT timeline isn’t completely accurate. July is the soonest
that grant monies can be received by the MC, meaning that the City shouldn’t start the RFP process
before July, 2017. He said BPAC and the MC will review the RFP over the summer as well. Deadline
for recommendation by parties will be in August or early Sept. Selection of consultant will happen in
Oct./Nov. Execution of 3rd party contract with the City, WisDOT, MC, & consultant will then occur
next. Lastly, Kyle noted the bulk of design for the project would occur in early 2018. Michael
O’Meara advises we make a selection in Sept., negotiate during Sept., and be under contract in Oct.
Kyle suggested this probably won’t affect the contracting. He also recapped the timeline of the RFP
again.
Kyle Kearns stated he has no new updates regarding the Canadian National (CN) rails to trails
project, but that CN has not moved on pricing.
Kyle Kearns talked to Treasurer Corey Ladick this morning about inserting BPAC items in tax bills,
and it was determined that adding something like this would lead to a slippery slope. Other
departments might want to fulfill their requests too and this would add to costs in printing, postage,
etc. Since BPAC has no budget, doing an insert wouldn’t be possible either. Tori Jennings asked if
printing could happen on the other side of the tax bill, but Kyle responded this could be problematic
if someone only sees the BPAC message and not the tax bill. Tori then asked if bike licensing could
just be a line item like the dog/cat licensing and Kyle suggested Corey might be open to this. Kyle
reiterated that he was only relaying the information from Corey and his dept. Scott Cole mentioned
that a similar situation has come from the Green Circle Trail memorial benches; once people started
seeing this many more wanted to participate. Michael O’Meara mentioned the Adopt-A-Hwy
program’s popularity.
5. Discussion and possible action on Prentice Street reconstruct.
Kyle Kearns brought out copies of cross sections for Prentice St. BPAC reviewed these. Tori Jennings
mentioned that it appears that sharrows will be painted and the positioning (distance from curb)
looks correct. Trevor Roark asks if this design allows for street parking in both directions. Committee
members discussed the parking that exists now. Tori asked if this design works within the existing
footprint and Kyle responded that this was correct. Michael O’Meara suggested that this ROW (right
of way) is very limited at 50’. Tori mentioned that it’s evident that a dedicated bike lane isn’t
possible with this ROW width, but the sharrows are at least some accommodation for bicyclists. The
placement looks correct unlike the placements made on 6th Ave. Tori mentioned the potential for
creating a bike boulevard. Trevor described a bike boulevard according to NACTO (National
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Association of City Transportation Officials) guides. He then mentioned that with the construction
timeline it’s too late to consider redesigning this to become a bicycle boulevard. Michael suggested
that creating a bike boulevard on Prentice wouldn’t be as successful since it’s not as aesthetically
pleasing than other routes in the City. Tori brought up that the intersection of Maria & Prentice isn’t
a 4-way stop and this should be considered. She asked Kyle if we can request a 4-way stop at this
intersection for traffic calming purposes. Scott Cole mentioned that this would be great with Pacelli
right there. Kyle then recommended that we ask Public Works to consider performing an analysis or
traffic study of this intersection in this case. Committee members further discussed this concept and
various details. Trevor asked about width of ROW and parking, but Kyle wasn’t sure if parking would
change. Trevor referred to the PCCBPP (Portage County Countywide Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan)
recommendations for Prentice St. reconstruction. Committee members discussed the buffered bike
lane recommendation listed. Tori asked Kyle why the PCCBPP wasn’t consulted for this project. Kyle
described the timeline of a project like this but couldn’t speak on behalf of Public Works. Kyle
reiterated that many plans sit on shelves and the PCCBPP should be pushed further with Public
Works. He also mentioned that this Prentice St. example might help kickstart how street design
should be vetted in that the goals and objects of the PCCBPP are followed and carried out. Kyle
advised we invite the Public Works Dir. to attend future BPAC meetings to provide info on future
street improvement projects on an annual basis or regularly. Kyle then advised that BPAC makes a
recommendation that the PCCBPP recommendations be considered for Prentice.
Trevor motioned that Public Works consider the PCCBPP in the reconstruction of Prentice St.;
Second by Bill Fehrenbach. No further discussion. Motion carries 5-0-0.
Kyle confirmed that he will discuss this recommendation with Joel Lemke, interim director of Public
Works.
Michael motioned that a 4-way stop configuration be considered for the intersection of Maria &
Prentice. Second by Trevor. No discussion. Motion carries 5-0-0.
Michael motioned that the PCCBPP be considered in all street construction/improvement
projects. No discussion. Second by Trevor. Motion carries 5-0-0.
6. Finalize plans for the March 2 BPAC Open House event to be held at Mid-State Technical College
from 5:00 to 7:00PM.
Tori Jennings briefly described how things are falling into place for the event. Committee members
discussed various details on the bike show, bike giveaway, logistics, cleanup, due care,
presentations, workshops, volunteers data collection, etc.
7. Schedule next meeting.
Next meeting is scheduled for March 15, 2017 at 9am.
8. Adjourn.
Tori Jennings called adjournment at 10:35am.
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REPORT OF BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
March 3, 2017 - 5:00 PM
Mid-State Technical College
Community Engagement Room
1001 Centerpoint Drive, Stevens Point, WI 54481
PRESENT: Tori Jennings, Bill Fehrenbach, Trevor Roark, Michael O’Meara, and Scott Cole
ALSO PRESENT: Associate Planner Kyle Kearns, Michelle Bauchaus (Wisconsin Bike Federation Guest

Speaker), Sergeant Tony Zblewski (Stevens Point Police Department), and approximately 100
other guests.

____________________________________________________________________________________
SCHEDULE
1. 5:00-5:30 PM – Free bike giveaway registration. Bike Show: cargo bikes, recumbents, a vendor
tricycle, and more. Bike Licensing. Free food, drinks, socializing, posters, and bike/ped
information.
2. 5:30 – 5:50 PM – Michelle Bachaus, Wisconsin Bicycle Federation Guest Speaker.
3. 5:50 – 6:00 PM – Stevens Point Police Department Education, Sgt. Tony Zblewski – “Sidewalks
are for Walking”
4. 6:00 – 6:20 PM – Trevor Roark and Bill Fehrenbach – “The Path from Bronze to Silver BFC Status”
5. 6:20 – 7:00 PM – Community Mini-Workshops
 Workshop 1 - How to create a walking school bus and crosswalk activities (Michelle
Bachaus).
 Workshop 2 - How to create programs that inspire kids to be more active. Discussion
includes bike skill clinics, rodeos, and how biking helps kids with ADHD. (Scott Cole;
Johnny PABS).
 Workshop 3 - Bicycle Benefits Program (Bill Fehrenbach; Brad Sippel; Mary McComb).
6. 7:00 PM – Free Bike Giveaway
__________________________________________________________________________________

Below are the responses to a survey distributed electronically after the meeting to gauge public support
and feedback for the meeting.

BPAC Open House Survey 2017
Attendees = ~100 | Respondents = 21
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How likely is it that you would recommend the event to a friend or colleague?

38.10%
8
57.14%
12
4.76%
1

Excellent
–
Very good
–
Good

What did you like about the event?
•
•
•
•
•

All of the informative booths.
Various information sources
Packed with relevant things to do and messages to inspire.
I was surprised by the number of people who attended.
I learned from and enjoyed Michelle's presentation.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Interesting topics and speakers. Display bikes.
So much to look at. Freebies. Cool bicycles.
A very positive energy. Very informative.
Learned about the services Bike Fed can offer a community; community-specific accident
data; connecting with people who are enthusiastic about biking, especially those who are not
the racers but those who use it for transp
Format was very good
To be amidst fellow bikers and community opinion leaders.
People of the community gathering to inter-relate, offer suggestions, ask questions, get input
from officials (police officer).
The presentations were of interest to me - Sidewalks are for pedestrians! and the Federation.
I also enjoyed the breakout sessions. good parking.
Everyone attending was an enthusiasts!
Won the bike ??
Variety of speakers and info
networking
Variety of bikes on display & other information presented
presentation from WI Bike Fed, presentations from WI Bike Fed, Police Dept & open
discussions.

What did you dislike about the event?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Venue was small and crowded.
Cramped venue
Maybe needed a little bit bigger room and better breakout tables.
Nothing, thought it was informative and overall well done!
Venue was a little small
Still too crowded. Hard to look at bicycles, especially.
Absolutely nuttin'.
open house was to short and the room was to small
I would find nothing to dislike at an event like this, but I am not a joiner, and continually leave
the heavy lifting to the activists.
Not enough space to move around and hear easily in break out groups
I would have liked more information about actual upcoming bike lane proposals. Also, I
"disliked" the fact I did not Win the bike :)
Room was too small for number of people and the displays and bikes. A lot of information
provided was an overview, but didn't drill down into detail. Volunteering, future events, etc.
Area was too small for the event.
Workshop somewhat disappointing. Had hoped to see a "new" crowd.
none of the workshops interested me
The room was too small for all the displays, etc.
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Extremely organized
–
Very organized
–
Somewhat organized

38.10%
8
47.62%
10
14.29%
3
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What ideas do you have for a 2018 BPAC Open House?
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

More mini-seminars to build teams for positive actions after the event.
Bigger space. More utility bikes.
Bigger venue. Would be fun for people to be able to test ride some bicycles. Maybe later in
year so could have outside? Liked the presentations, especially one about no riding on
sidewalks. Maybe a presentation for how to respond to criticism about bicycles, in person, or
to trolls online. (I'll volunteer to put one together--this is Mary McComb.)
I was not sure what the intention of the open house was. At the outset I thought it might be to
raise awareness and attract those who do not bike. At the end my thought was that this was
a sort of rallying the troops type event intended to motivate those who have plenty of
free/recreational time who already bike to advocate, collect data, write letters, etc. If that was
the intention, then it was a great event.
More ways to let the public now about the open house. Maybe media coverage?
To encourage more opinions, experiences, strength, and hope from the bikers who,attend.
The scant time devoted to that was noted by me.
Larger space. Longer length
Get a larger room.
Bigger venue, preferably outdoors to attract more people
need to educate the general population that does not walk or bike to share the road etc. not
sure how to reach out to them though? public service announcements?

Is there anything else you’d like to share about the event?
•
•
•
•

Great event!
I needed to attend another event and left before the presentations started.
No
Fun and energizing.
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•
•

•
•
•
•

Nice to see such community involvement!
I left early. With a family (children) it's hard to be fully engaged in the community events that
occur after hours. I already have many commitments so this was just one more. I think that
dilemma was reflected in part in the high density of grey hair. My mother, in her mid-70's, is a
"professional" volunteer and I appreciate that once the kids are out of the house and one is
retired one has much more liberty for such engagement. What could be done to reach
younger families, younger folks, so that biking is a viable option for fun, independent transpo
(i.e., freedom!), relaxation, accessible physical activity, etc.?
Yes. Thank you for your activism and forward thinking about our biking community and the
communities in which we live and ride. Keep being vocal, organized, and active. I may even
fall under your magic spell and work harder for our rights. Peace, friends. Jack Hewitt, SP.
This was my first attendance. Is this a group taking membership? Mentioned volunteer
opportunities and events coming up, but not enough detail. Who do I talk to for information or
to volunteer (doing what??)
The workshops especially suffered from the lack of room.
Keep doing it.
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REPORT OF BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
March 15, 2017 - 9:00 AM
Conference Room, County-City Building
1515 Strongs Avenue - Stevens Point WI 54481
PRESENT: Tori Jennings, Bill Fehrenbach, and Trevor Roark
STAFF PRESENT: Associate Planner Kyle Kearns, and Tom Schrader (City Parks Director)
ALSO PRESENT: Natalie Erickson, Megan Giefer, Marlene Pohl, and Cathy Dugan (District 8 Alder)
____________________________________________________________________________________
INDEX
1. Call to Order.
2. Persons who wish to address committee for up to three (3) minutes on a non-agenda item.*
Consideration and Possible Action on the Following:
3. Staff Update (RFQ for TAP grant; CN Railroad rails to trails update; Connect Communities;
BPAC recommendation to follow PCCBPP for Prentice Street Reconstruct).
4. Steps for creating street plan as part of 2017 goals and objectives.
5. Review of BPAC Open House (and potential action items).
6. Bike parking condition and proposal for Mead Park.
7. Bike licensing revisited and Bike Friendly Community recommendation.
8. Bicycle and Pedestrian Counts - save the spring & fall dates.
9. Schedule next meeting.
10. Adjourn.
__________________________________________________________________________________
1. Call to Order.
Chair Tori Jennings called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.
2. Persons who wish to address committee for up to three (3) minutes on a non-agenda item.*
Marlene Pohl complimented the committee on the recent Open House.
Trevor Roark raised the question of the mayor’s decision to curtail Kyle’s role as liaison to the
committee. Kyle will still plan to attend every meeting and assist the committee as he is able, but he
does have some higher priorities to which he must attend.
Trevor also discussed the possibility of holding BPAC meetings at the Idea Center (two blocks away)
which is more wheel chair accessible and has bike parking. Tori pointed out some of the
conveniences of meeting in the City Conference room, foremost among them convenience for staff
attendance. This will be an agenda item in the future.
The Stevens Point Walking Map was highlighted and distributed. Portage County Can, Ministry
Health Care, and the Stevens Point Convention and Visitors Bureau teamed up to produce the map.
3. Staff Update (RFQ for TAP grant; CN Railroad rails to trails update; Connect Communities; BPAC
recommendation to follow PCCBPP for Prentice Street Reconstruct).
Kyle reported that the RFQ for TAP grant will be released in July. CN will be submitting an offer for a
section of the trail in a couple of weeks. Kyle also invited BPAC to review chapters in the draft
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Comprehensive Plan document. BPAC will hold a special meeting to review. Kyle also invites BPAC
member to attend special Plan Commission meetings, the fourth Monday of the month beginning in
April to review the document as well. Kyle mentioned he spoke with Joel Lemke about BPAC’s
recommendation that the PCCBPP Plan be considered for all new street projects, as some of the
recommendations for the Prentice Street reconstruct has not followed all of the recommendations.
Item 6 was moved up in the agenda:
6. Bike parking condition and proposal for Mead Park.
The Mead Park parking expansion has not yet included the addition of bicycle parking as was part of
the original plan. Tori Jennings expressed BPAC’s desire to have APBP (Association of Pedestrian and
Bicycle Professions) approved bike hitches—inverted U’s or Post and Ring. Parks Director Tom
Schrader spoke about plans for the new bike parking. He proposes “Bike Docks” and has contacted
SPASH about having their Welding classes fabricate and assemble them. Discussion of security and
locks ensued. Tom encouraged the committee to view the video from theparkcatalog.com/upliftbike-dock. Tori will check in with Madison to see what racks they are installing. Bill will check into
what APBP thinks about these Bike Dock racks. Tom will provide us with information about the
California city that has gone to these racks. Everyone agrees that we need to move away from
“grid” racks or “school” racks or “wheel-bender” racks which do not offer adequate security (ability
to lock) or bike protection.
4. Steps for creating street plan as part of 2017 goals and objectives.
The committee would like to see any city street action automatically be considered for Complete
Streets criteria. The committee realizes that not all streets and projects can accommodate all of the
recommendations, but they seek greater consideration of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan when new
projects are undertaken.
5. Review of BPAC Open House (and potential action items).
Tori Jennings distributed an on-line survey to attendees, where 21 out of 100 in attendance replied.
Tori shared the survey results document. There were many positive comments. The greatest
concern was lack of space. She noted that they now have an expanded volunteer list. Marlene Pohl
volunteered to offer on-site child care so young families can attend in the future.
7. Bike licensing revisited and Bike Friendly Community recommendation.
Trevor cited the BFC Feedback document encouraging BPAC to support the city repealing the law
requiring bike licensing as BFC states licensing has “no discernable safety effect and did not generate
revenue.” Discussion ensued amongst the committee regarding pros and cons of licensing bicycles.
Motion by Bill Fehrenbach to recommend that BPAC not discuss bicycle licensing on future agenda
items. Second by Trevor Roark. Motion Approved 3-0-0.
8. Bicycle and Pedestrian Counts
National Documentation project dates for 2017 are May 15-21 and September 11-17. There was
discussion of the difficulty conducting a count that week (finals and graduation impacting student
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volunteers) or the week before or the week after, as well as discussion on the value of the data
BPAC collects to see trends over time. Existing data is from September counts.
Motion by Trevor Roark for BPAC to continue with only a September Bicycle and Pedestrian
Count. Second by Bill Fehrenbach. Motion Approved 3-0-0.
The September dates are in the week of September 11-17, 2017.
9. Schedule next meeting.
Wednesday, April 12, 9:00 a. m., City Conference Room.
Special meeting to review Connect Communities chapters will be scheduled in April.
10. Adjourn.
Meeting adjourned at 10:29 AM.
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5 feet

ii.

In the event any parking abuts a walkway, sidewalk or street, the
parking shall be separated by curbing or other protective device.

iii.

All parking shall be separated from buildings by a minimum distance
of three feet.

j) Striping
All parking areas over 2,000 square feet or containing more than five
individual off-street parking spaces, shall stripe their required parking
spaces.
k) Curbs
Where parking facilities or any other vehicular use areas are provided, they
shall have curbs or wheel stops to prevent vehicles from overhanging adjacent
property or landscaped areas. Where vehicles will overhang over medians or
islands, shrubs and trees shall be planted a minimum of two feet from back of
the curb or wheel stop. Where pervious parking surfaces or swales are
provided, the Administrator may allow wheel stops in place of curbs. The
Administrator may waive the curb requirement if an adequate or superior
measure is used to protect the landscaped areas.
l) Drainage
Where possible, a portion of the drainage from parking areas should be
drained through swales that include deep rooted perennial ornamental grasses.
f) Bicycle Parking
In order to enhance multi-modal transportation opportunities, the following standards
for bicycle parking shall be met.
1) Apartment, mixed use, and non-residential development providing more than 20
vehicle but less than 100 vehicle parking spaces shall be required to provide six
bicycle parking spaces. An additional one bicycle parking space shall be
provided for each additional 25 vehicle parking spaces, or fraction thereof. A
minimum of four and a maximum of 24 bicycle parking spaces shall be required
under this paragraph.
2) Bicycle parking facilities shall be located within 120 feet of the main building
entrance, unless approved by the Plan Commission and Common Council.
3) Bicycle parking facilities shall be of high-quality type construction that:
a) Supports the bicycle upright by its frame in two places;
b) Prevents the wheel of the bicycle from tipping over;
c) Enables the frame and one or both wheels to be secured;
d) Supports bicycles without a diamond-shaped frame with a horizontal top tube;
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e) Allows front-in parking: a U-lock should be able to lock the front wheel and
the down tube of an upright bicycle; and
f) Allows back-in parking: a U-lock should be able to lock the rear wheel and
seat tube of the bicycle.
4) Bicycle parking facilities should be designed to have the following minimum area
and spacing requirements:
a) The separation between the rack and any wall or barrier shall be 24 inches;
b) The racks shall be placed 30 inches on center;
c) The separation between aisles shall be 48 inches; and
d) The depth of each row shall be 72 inches.
5) Alternative bicycle parking facility standards may be approved by the
Administrator where they are functionally equivalent to the most recent version of
the Bicycle Parking Guidelines from the Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle
Professionals.
g) Constrained Sites
Alternative parking and landscaping standards may be approved by the Administrator
only where the required parking and landscaping in this Zoning Code cannot be
physically met on the site for one of the following reasons described below. Such
alternative standards shall be the least aggressive possible.
1) Redevelopment of an existing site requires parking or landscaping to be added,
but a building, pavement or stormwater facility already exists; or
2) Redevelopment of an existing site would reduce the number of stalls below the
required number for the use or reduce aisle widths below the recommended
standard; or
3) The existing site has lost area from landscaping due to adjacent road widening or
other right-of-way infrastructure improvements.
4) A parking facility addition would be inconsistent with the layout or setback of the
existing parking facility to the extent where it would significantly change the
configuration of the existing facility to meet current standards. Such addition shall
not exceed more than 50 percent of the existing parking facility area.
h) Alternative Parking Plan
1) Applicant-Submitted Parking Data
The Plan Commission, with Common Council approval, may modify the parking
requirements of this Zoning Code when an applicant submits parking data,
prepared and sealed by a registered engineer in the State of Wisconsin, which
illustrates that the standards of this Zoning Code do not accurately apply to a
specific development. The data submitted for an alternative parking plan shall
include, at a minimum, the size and type of the proposed development, the mix of
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ESSENTIALS OF

BIKE
PARKING
Selecting and installing bicycle parking that works
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*See page 6-7 for symbol design.
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Essentials of Bike Parking
Revision 1.0, September 2015
© 2015 by Association of Pedestrian and
Bicycle Professionals (APBP).
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TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

01 INTRODUCTION

Among the necessary supports for bicycle transportation, bike
parking stands out for being both vital and easy. Still, it requires
some attention to get it right. Bike parking may go unused if it’s
not more appealing to users than the nearest sign post. A minor
mistake in installation can make a quality rack unusable. The
variety of bicycle sizes, shapes, and attachments continues to
increase, and good bike parking should accommodate all types.

02 SHORT-TERM PARKING
Site planning
Bike corrals

03 LONG-TERM PARKING
Site planning
Special considerations for
long-term parking

04 INSTALLATION
Installation surface
Installation fasteners
Installation techniques

05 BICYCLE RACK SELECTION
Performance criteria for
bike parking racks

The Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals (APBP)
prepared this guide for people planning to purchase or install bike
parking fixtures on a limited scale. It is a brief overview of APBP’s
comprehensive Bicycle Parking Guidelines handbook, available at
www.apbp.org.
This guide divides bike parking into short-term and long-term
installations. These two kinds of parking serve different needs,
and the starting point for most bike parking projects is recognizing
whether the installation should serve short-term users, long-term
users, or both. If users will typically be parking for two hours or
longer, they are likely to value security and shelter above the
convenience and ease that should characterize short-term parking.

Rack styles
Rack materials and coatings

Parking Time

10 PLACEMENT

Short-Term
Parking

Long-Term
Parking

Convenient
Easy to use

Secure
Sheltered

1

SHORT-TERM PARKING
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SHORT-TERM PARKING
SITE PLANNING

Effective bike parking for short-term
users depends on two main factors:
1) proximity to the destination and
2) ease of use.

Location
Short-term bike parking should be visible from and close to the entrance it
serves—50’ or less is a good benchmark. Weather-protected parking makes
bicycle transportation more viable for daily and year-round use, and it can
reduce the motivation for users to bring wet bicycles into buildings. Area
lighting is important for any location likely to see use outside of daylight hours.

Short-term parking is designed to
meet the needs of people visiting
businesses and institutions, and
others with similar needs—typically
lasting up to two hours. Short-term
users may be infrequent visitors to a
location, so the parking installation
needs to be readily visible and
self-explanatory.

Security
All racks must be sturdy and well-anchored, but location determines the
security of short-term parking as much as any other factor. Users seek out
parking that is visible to the public, and they particularly value racks that can be
seen from within the destination. Areas with high incidence of bicycle theft may
justify specific security features such as specialty racks, tamper-proof mounting
techniques, or active surveillance.
Quantity
Many jurisdictions have ordinances governing bike parking quantity. APBP’s full
Bicycle Parking Guidelines offers complete recommendations for the amount and
type of parking required in various contexts. In the absence of requirements, it’s
okay to start small—but bear in mind that perceived demand may be lower than
the demand that develops once quality parking appears.

INVERTED U

Parking Time

POST & RING

Short-Term
Parking

Long-Term
Parking

Convenient
Easy to use

Secure
Sheltered

BIKE CORRALS
Some cities with limited sidewalk space and strong bicycle activity place bike
parking in on-street “bike corrals” located in the street area adjacent to the curb.
Bike corrals can sometimes make use of on-street areas that are unsuitable for
auto parking. When replacing a single auto parking space, a corral can generally
fit 8 to 12 bicycles. APBP’s full Bicycle Parking Guidelines provides details about
designing and siting bike corrals.

CORRAL

aggered
well - Secure
Corral

U-racks on Rails

Sign or
Meter Pole
2.5'
Utility
Vault
Note: drawing is not to scale

2.5'

Fire
Hydrant
Tree
Well

Curb Cut/
Driveway

6'

4'

2

2.5'

Mail
Box

4'

2.5'
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LONG-TERM PARKING
Users of long-term parking generally
place high value on security and weather
protection. Long-term parking is designed
to meet the needs of employees,
residents, public transit users, and others
with similar needs. These users typically
park either at home or at a routine
destination such as a workplace. They
often leave their bicycles unmonitored
for a period of several hours
or longer,
Parking
Time
so they require security and weather
Long-Term
protection that letShort-Term
them park without
Parking
Parking
unreasonable concern
for loss
Convenient
Secure
Easy to use
Sheltered
or damage.
Long-term parking can take a variety
of forms, including a room within a
residential building or workplace, a
secure enclosure within a parking garage,
or a cluster of bike lockers at a transit
center. Some long-term parking is open
Staggered
to-the
public—such as a staffed secure
Wheelwell
Secure
Corral
enclosure at a transit hub—and
some of it
is on private property with access limited
to employees, residents, or other defined
user groups.

Note: drawing is not to scale
2.5'

Fire
Hydrant
Tree
Well

BIKE LOCKERS
6'

4'

Sheltered

SHELTERED SECURE
Secure
Enclosure
ENCLOSURE

Rawl Spike

2.5'

Security
Security is paramount for quality long-term parking. Access to parked bicycles
can be limited individually (as with lockers) or in groups (as with locked bike
rooms or other secure enclosures). Options for access control include usersupplied locks, keys, smart cards, and other technologies.
Quantity
Refer to local ordinances or the comprehensive APBP Bicycle Parking Guidelines
to determine the amount and type of parking required for various contexts.

In many ways,
short-term
and long-term parking function similarly and are
U-racks
on Rails
served by the same guidelines. Some exceptions are noted below.

??'

Curb Cut/
Driveway

Location
Appropriate locations for long-term parking vary with context. Long-term
parking users are typically willing to trade a degree of convenience for weather
protection and increased security. Long-term installations emphasize physical
security above public visibility. Signage may be needed for first-time users.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS
FOR LONG-TERM PARKING

Sign or
Meter Pole

Crosswalk

SITE PLANNING

Density
The competition of uses for high-security and sheltered locations creates
particular pressure on long-term parking to fit more bicycles in less space.
When parking needs cannot
2.5' be met with standard racks and spacing
Utility guide, consider rack systems designed to increase parking
recommended in this
Vault
density. See the high-density
2.5' racks table on page 7. Note that increasing density
without careful attention to user needs can create parking that excludes people
because of age, ability, or bicycle type. This may result in people parking bicycles
Mail
Box
in other less desirable
places or choosing not to bike at all.
Bicycle
design
4'
2.5' variety
Long-term parking facilities should anticipate the presence of a variety of
bicycles and accessories, including—depending on context—recumbents,
trailers, children’s bikes, long-tails, and others. To accommodate trailers and
long bikes, a portion of the racks should be on the ground and should have an
additional 36” of in-line clearance.

Performance criteria
The bike rack criteria in the next section apply to racks used in any installation,
regardless of its purpose. Long-term installations often use lockers and
group enclosures not discussed in this guide. Such equipment raises
additional considerations that are discussed in detail in APBP’s full Bicycle
BreakawayParking
Nut
Tri-Groove Nut
Guidelines.

3
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INSTALLATION
Selecting an appropriate installation
surface and technique is key to
creating bicycle parking that remains
secure and attractive over time.

INSTALLATION SURFACE
A sturdy concrete pad is an ideal surface for installing bicycle parking.
Other surfaces often encountered include asphalt, pavers, and soft surfaces
such as earth or mulch. These surfaces can accommodate in-ground mounting
or freestanding bike racks such as inverted-U racks mounted to rails.
See APBP’s Bicycle Parking Guidelines for details.

INSTALLATION FASTENERS
When installing racks on existing concrete, consider the location and select
appropriate fasteners. Drill any holes at least three inches from concrete edges
or joints. Some locations benefit from security fasteners such as concrete spikes
or tamper-resistant nuts on wedge anchors. Asphalt is too soft to hold wedge
and spike anchors designed for use in concrete. Installing bike parking on asphalt
typically requires freestanding racks and anchor techniques specific to asphalt.

FASTENERS
CONCRETE SPIKE

Installs quickly in concrete with a
hammer. Tamper-resistant. Removal
may damage concrete and/or rack.

CONCRETE
WEDGE ANCHOR

Allows for rack removal as needed.
Not tamper-resistant, but can
accommodate security nuts (below).

SECURITY NUTS

Use with concrete wedge anchors.
Security nuts prevent removal with
common hand tools.

INSTALLATION TECHNIQUES
When installing racks on existing concrete, choose those with a surfacemount flange and install with a hammer drill according to the specifications of
the mounting hardware selected. When pouring a new concrete pad, consider
bike parking fixtures designed to be embedded in the concrete. Because
replacing or modifying an embedded rack is complicated and costly, this
installation technique requires particular attention to location, spacing, rack
quantity, and material.

4
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BICYCLE RACK
SELECTION
PERFORMANCE CRITERIA
FOR BIKE PARKING RACKS

These criteria apply to any rack for short- or long-term use.

CRITERIA

DETAILS

Supports bike upright without
putting stress on wheels

The rack should provide two points of contact with the frame—at least 6” apart
horizontally. Or, if a rack cradles a bicycle’s wheel, it must also support the frame
securely at one point or more. The rack’s high point should be at least 32”.

Accommodates a variety of
bicycles and attachments

The racks recommended on page 6 (“racks for all applications”) serve nearly all
common bike styles and attachments—if installed with proper clearances (see
placement section). Avoid designs and spacing that restrict the length, height, or
width of bicycles, attachments, or wheels.

Allows locking of frame and at
least one wheel with a U-lock

A closed loop of the rack should allow a single U-lock to capture one wheel and a
closed section of the bike frame. Rack tubes with a cross section larger than 2” can
complicate the use of smaller U-locks.

Provides security and
longevity features appropriate
for the intended location

Steel and stainless steel are common and appropriate materials for most generaluse racks. Use tamper-resistant mounting hardware in vulnerable locations.
Rack finish must be appropriate to the location (see materials and coatings section).

Rack use is intuitive

First-time users should recognize the rack as bicycle parking and should be able to
use it as intended without the need for written instructions.

5
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BICYCLE RACK SELECTION

RACK STYLES

6

The majority of manufactured bike racks fall into one of the categories on pages 6-8.
Within a given style, there is wide variation among specific racks, resulting in inconsistent
usability and durability. APBP recommends testing a rack before committing broadly to it.

RACKS FOR ALL
APPLICATIONS

When properly designed and installed, these rack
styles typically meet all performance criteria and are
appropriate for use in nearly any application.

INVERTED U
also called
staple, loop

Common style appropriate for many uses; two points
of ground contact. Can be installed in series on rails to
create a free-standing parking area in variable quantities.
Available in many variations.

POST & RING

Common style appropriate for many uses; one point of
ground contact. Compared to inverted-U racks, these are
less prone to unintended perpendicular parking. Products
exist for converting unused parking meter posts.

WHEELwellsecure

Includes an element that cradles one wheel. Design and
performance vary by manufacturer; typically contains
bikes well, which is desirable for long-term parking and
in large-scale installations (e.g. campus); accommodates
fewer bicycle types and attachments than the two
styles above.
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HIGH-DENSITY RACKS

BICYCLE RACK SELECTION

This guide analyzes the most common styles of bike racks, but it is not exhaustive. Use the performance criteria on page 5 to
evaluate rack styles not mentioned. Custom and artistic racks can contribute to site identity and appearance, but take care
that such racks don’t emphasize appearance over function or durability.

These rack styles do not meet all performance criteria
but may be appropriate in certain constrained situations.

High-density rack systems can maximize the use of limited parking space, but they don’t work for all users or bicycles.
If installing these racks, reserve additional parking that accommodates bicycles with both wheels on the ground for users who
are not able to lift a bicycle or operate a two-tier rack, or for bikes that are not compatible with two-tier or vertical racks.
staggered
wheelwellsecure

Variation of the wheelwell-secure rack designed to
stagger handlebars vertically or horizontally to increase
parking density. Reduces usability and limits kinds of bikes
accommodated, but contains bikes well and aids in fitting
more parking in constrained spaces.

vertical

Typically used for high-density indoor parking. Not
accessible to all users or all bikes, but can be used in
combination with on-ground parking to increase overall
parking density. Creates safety concerns not inherent to
on-ground parking.

two-tier

Typically used for high-density indoor parking.
Performance varies widely. Models for public use include
lift assist for upper-tier parking. Recommend testing
before purchasing. Creates safety concerns not inherent
to on-ground parking, and requires maintenance for
moving parts.

7

BICYCLE RACK SELECTION
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8

RACKS TO AVOID

Because of performance concerns, APBP recommends
selecting other racks instead of these.

Wave
also called undulating
or serpentine

Not intuitive or user-friendly; real-world use of this style
often falls short of expectations; supports bike frame at
only one location when used as intended.

Schoolyard
also called
comb, grid

Does not allow locking of frame and can lead to wheel
damage. Inappropriate for most public uses, but useful
for temporary attended bike storage at events and in
locations with no theft concerns. Sometimes preferred
by recreational riders, who may travel without locks and
tend to monitor their bikes while parked.

coathanger

This style has a top bar that limits the types of bikes it
can accommodate.

wheelwell

Racks that cradle bicycles with only a wheelwell do not
provide suitable security, pose a tripping hazard, and can
lead to wheel damage.

BOLLARD

This style typically does not appropriately support a
bike’s frame at two separate locations.

SPIRAL

Despite possible aesthetic appeal, spiral racks have
functional downsides related to access, real-world use,
and the need to lift a wheel to park.

SWING ARM
SECURED

These racks are intended to capture a bike’s frame
and both wheels with a pivoting arm. In practice, they
accommodate only limited bike types and have moving
parts that create unneeded complications.

Page 26 of 65
Most bicycle parking racks are made of carbon steel or stainless steel. Carbon steel
requires a surface coating to resist rust while appropriate grades of stainless steel
need no coating. Not all materials and coatings with the same name perform equally.
Square tubing provides a security advantage as round tubing can be cut quietly with a
hand-held pipe cutter. Before purchasing racks, talk to suppliers about your particular
conditions and choose a material and coating that suit your needs. The following are
common choices, depending on local considerations and preferences.

Rack material coating

RELATIVE
PURCHASE COST

Carbon steel - galvanized

durability

Cautions

Usually lowest

Highly durable and
low-maintenance;
touch-up, if required,
is easy and blends
seamlessly

Utilitarian appearance; can
be slightly rough to the touch

Carbon steel - powder
coat* (TGIC or similar)

Generally marginally
higher than galvanized

Poor durability

Requires ongoing maintenance;
generally not durable enough for
long service exposed to weather;
not durable enough for largescale public installations

Carbon steel thermoplastic

Intermediate

Good durability

Appearance degrades over time
with scratches and wear;
not as durable as galvanized
or stainless

Stainless steel - no coating
needed, but may be
machined for appearance

Highest

Low-maintenance
and highest durability;
most resistant
to cutting

Can be a target for theft because
of salvage value; maintaining
appearance can be difficult in
some locations

BICYCLE RACK SELECTION

RACK MATERIALS
& COATINGS

* When applied to carbon steel, TGIC powder coat should be applied over a zinc-rich primer or galvanization to prevent the
spread of rust beneath the surface or at nicks in the finish.

9
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PLACEMENT
The following minimum spacing requirements apply to
some common installations of fixtures like inverted-U or
post-and-ring racks that park one bicycle roughly centered
on each side of the rack. Recommended clearances
are given first, with minimums in parentheses where
appropriate. In areas with tight clearances, consider
wheelwell-secure racks (page 6), which can be placed
closer to walls and constrain the bicycle footprint more
reliably than inverted-U and post-and-ring racks.
The footprint of a typical bicycle is approximately 6’ x 2’.
Cargo bikes and bikes with trailers can extend to 10’
or longer.

96”
(72” min)

36”
(24”min)

16’ min
60”
(48” min)

96”
(72” min)

36”

48” (36” min)

24” min

36”
(24” min)
48” (36” min)
120” recommended

Sidewalk racks adjacent
to on-street auto
parking should be placed
between parking stalls
to avoid conflicts with
opening car doors.

When installing sidewalk racks, maintain
the pedestrian through zone. Racks should
be placed in line with existing sidewalk
obstructions to maintain a clear line of
travel for all sidewalk users.

96” recommended
Crosswalk

60”

72”

48”

24” (36” preferred when adjacent to auto parking)

Crosswalk
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Memo

Plan Staff
Community Development
City of Stevens Point
1515 Strongs Avenue
Stevens Point, WI 54481
Ph: (715) 346-1567 • Fax: (715) 346-1498

City of Stevens Point – Department of Community Development
To:

Plan Commission

From:

Plan Staff

CC:
Date:
Re:

1/17/2017
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 2017 Goals and Objectives.

The Stevens Point Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) presented their annual report at
last month’s meeting. The purpose of this item is to obtain input and feedback from the Commission
regarding their goals and objectives for 2017:
1. Complete Streets Plan (review, research and recommend for adoption)
2. Yield and Save Lives Campaign (crosswalk education and enforcement)
3. Bike/Pedestrian Safety and education material to be included in municipal communications (tax
bill).
4. Bike/Pedestrian Counts – spring and fall of 2017.
5. BPAC Open House, March 2, 2017 – Event title “From Bronze to Silver (achieving higher LAB
designation)”
6. Rodeo/Skill Clinics for youth and adults.
7. Assistance and Implementation of TAP grant.
8. Continued support of 4-to-3 lane safety conversions where appropriate and in accordance with
Portage County Countywide Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan and other related infrastructure
improvements.
9. Incremental expansion of ADBP approved bike parking and the creation of a Bike Parking Plan.
10. Review developments (residential and commercial), street projects, and other planning
documents and recommended bicycle and/or pedestrian accommodations, changes, or policy.
Again, the Committee is looking to obtain feedback from the Commission and public regarding the goals
above, and direction on potential goals or objectives.

Page 1 of 1
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STEVENS POINT, WI
=Fall 2016

TOTAL POPULATION

POPULATION DENSITY

27040

1469.6

TOTAL AREA (sq. miles)

18.4

10 BUILDING BLOCKS OF
A BICYCLE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY

Average Silver

Stevens Point

Arterial Streets
with Bike Lanes

45%

19%

Total Bicycle Network Mileage
to Total Road Network Mileage

30%

43%

Public Education Outreach

GOOD

VERY GOOD

Share of Transportation Budget
Spent on Bicycling

# OF LOCAL BICYCLE
FRIENDLY BUSINESSES

0

# OF LOCAL BICYCLE
FRIENDLY UNIVERSITIES

0

CATEGORY SCORES
ENGINEERING

4 /1 0

EDUCATION

4 /1 0

ENCOURAGEMENT

4 /1 0

ENFORCEMENT

2 /1 0

EVALUATION & PLANNING

4 /1 0

Bicycle network and connectivity

Motorist awareness and bicycling skills

Mainstreaming bicycling culture

Promoting safety and protecting bicyclists' rights

43%

UNKNOWN

Setting targets and having a plan

Bike Month and
Bike to Work Events

GOOD

AVERAGE

Active Bicycle Advocacy Group

ACTIVE

YES

Active Bicycle Advisory Committee

ACTIVE

MONTHLY OR
MORE FREQUENTLY

Bicycle–Friendly Laws & Ordinances

SOME

NEEDS
IMPROVEMENT

Bike Plan is Current and is Being
Implemented

YES

Bike Program Staff to Population

1 PER 70K

YES

KEY OUTCOMES
RIDERSHIP

Percentage of daily bicyclists

Average Silver

Stevens Point

3.5%

3.7%

180

228

1.4

0

SAFETY MEASURES

CRASHES

Crashes per 10k daily bicyclists
SAFETY MEASURES

FATALITIES

Fatalities per 10k daily bicyclists

1 PER
54080 K

KEY STEPS TO SILVER
»» Develop a design manual that meets current NACTO standards
or adopt the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide. This will make
it easier for city staff to propose and implement bicycle facility
designs that have been shown to improve conditions for people
who bike in other cities throughout the United States.

»» The current on-street bicycle network includes many paved

shoulders and shared lane markings. Consider road diets, lane
diets, and other ways to upgrade those bicycle facilities to ones
more suitable to use by people of all ages and abilities.

»» Specify mode share and safety goals. Make sure that you have

modes of transportation.

»» It is great to hear that your Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory

Committee is collaborating with University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point GIS/Geography faculty and students on a new bicycle
route map of Stevens Point based on comfort level (perceived
safety). This will provide a strong basis for improvements in the
bicycle network with context-appropriate facilities that provide a
connected network for people of all ages and abilities.

»» Increase the amount of staff time spent on improving
conditions for people who bike and walk.

data collection processes in place to evaluate the performance,
including safety performance, of corridors and networks for all

LEARN MORE » WWW.BIKELEAGUE.ORG/COMMUNITIES

SUPPORTED BY
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BFC

BICYCLE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY
FEEDBACK REPORT
2016

Stevens Point, WI

1
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About the Bicycle Friendly Community℠ Program
The Bicycle Friendly Community (BFC℠) program provides a roadmap to improve conditions for bicycling and the guidance to make your distinct vision for a
better, bikeable community a reality.
The Bicycle Friendly Community program was created in 2003 and since that time more than 800 communities have applied for recognition and for feedback on
how to improve their communities for people who bike. There are five award levels that communities can reach – bronze, silver, gold, platinum, and diamond.
Regardless of a community’s award level, each community receives feedback and a report card providing insights into how they can improve. Bicycle Friendly
Community awards are recognized for four years and each community must apply every four years to maintain their recognition. Currently recognized
communities can be found in our award database: http://bikeleague.org/bfa/awards#community.
About the Bicycle Friendly America℠ Program
The Bicycle Friendly Community℠, Bicycle Friendly State℠, Bicycle Friendly Business and Bicycle Friendly University℠ programs are generously supported by
program partner Planet Bike and members of the League of American Bicyclists. To learn more about building a Bicycle Friendly America,
visit http://www.bikeleague.org/BFA
The League of American Bicyclists is leading the movement to create a Bicycle Friendly America for everyone. As leaders, our commitment is to listen and learn,
define standards and share best practices to engage diverse communities and build a powerful, unified voice for change.

2
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Congratulations! The League of American Bicyclists has designated
Stevens Point, WI as a Bicycle Friendly Community at the Bronze level.
Our Bicycle Friendly Community review panel was very pleased to see the
current efforts and dedication to make Stevens Point a safe, comfortable,
and convenient place to bicycle.

Other Bicycle-related Amenities .......................................................... 7
Education ............................................................................................. 8
Youth Bicycle Education .................................................................... 8
Adult Bicycle Education ..................................................................... 8

We strongly encourage you to use this feedback to build on your momentum
and improve your community for bicyclists.

Motorist Education ............................................................................ 9

There may also be initiatives, programs, and facilities that are not mentioned
here that would benefit your bicycling culture, so please continue to try new
things to increase your ridership, safety, and awareness.

Encouragement .................................................................................... 9

The key steps for Stevens Point, WI are on your Bicycle
Friendly Community Report Card.
This Report includes additional feedback generated by the answers in your
application and results from surveys conducted in your community.

Contents

Engineering .......................................................................................... 5
Policies and Design Standards ........................................................... 5
End-of-Trip Facilities ......................................................................... 5
Bicycle Access to Public Transportation .............................................. 6
Off-Street Bicycle Facilities ................................................................ 6
On-Street Bicycle Facilities ................................................................ 6
Other Bicycle Accommodations .......................................................... 7
Bike Sharing ..................................................................................... 7
3

Bicycle Safety Education Resources ................................................... 9
Encouragement Policies, Programs and Partnerships ........................... 9
Route-Finding Support....................................................................... 9
Bicycle Culture and Promotion.......................................................... 10
Access to Bicycle Equipment and Repair Services ............................. 10
Enforcement ....................................................................................... 11
Public Outreach .............................................................................. 11
Bicycle-Related Training for Law Enforcement Personnel ................... 11
Bicycle-Related Laws ...................................................................... 12
Bicycle-Related Enforcement Practices and Programs........................ 12
Bicycle Safety Policies and Programs ............................................... 13
Crash and Fatality Reporting ............................................................ 13
Evaluation & Planning.......................................................................... 13
Staffing and Committees .................................................................. 14
Planning, Funding, and Implementation............................................. 14
Evaluating Ridership........................................................................ 14
Evaluating the Bicycle Network ......................................................... 15
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Feedback from Local Reviewers: .......................................................... 16
Number of Local Respondents ......................................................... 16
Top 3 Changes that local respondents would like to see in Stevens Point
..................................................................................................... 16
Average Top 3 Changes from all Bicycle Friendly Community applicants
(nationwide).................................................................................... 16
Other Suggested Improvements ....................................................... 16
Barriers and Hazards....................................................................... 16
Keep up the good work on… ............................................................ 16
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Engineering

users, pedestrians, and bicyclists – making your community a more
desirable place to live and do business.

The most visible and perhaps most tangible evidence of a great place for
bicycling is the presence of infrastructure that welcomes and supports it.
Survey after survey shows that the physical environment is a key
determinant in whether people will get on a bike and ride. The most
advanced Bicycle Friendly Communities have well-connected bicycling
networks, consisting of quiet neighborhood streets, conventional and
protected bike lanes, shared use trails; policies to ensure connectivity and
maintenance of these facilities; and secure, convenient and readily available
bike parking.

Adopt bicycle facility selection criteria that increases separation and
protection of bicyclists based of levels of motor vehicle speed and volume.

In this section you can find more information about how your community
compares to other Bicycle Friendly Community applicants in various aspects
of the Engineering category. Use this information to understand your
community’s strengths and weaknesses and the best places to invest in
order to improve your community for people who bike.

Ensure good connectivity of your street network by adopting connectivity
policies or standards. A well connected street network is associated with
more walking, biking, and transit use due to greater directness of travel
and more route choice options. If applicable: In particular, ensure that
neighborhoods considered minority or low-income are well connected to
the street network.

End-of-Trip Facilities
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 22% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 12.5% of
the points in the Engineering category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.

Policies and Design Standards

Ensure that the standards for bike parking conform to APBP guidelines.

Your community’s score in this sub-category was 52% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 12.5% of
the points in the Engineering category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.

Establish a mechanism that prioritizes bicycle infrastructure investments in
low-income/minority neighborhoods. Develop a protocol of engaging with
low-income/minority community stakeholders prior to implementation.

Adopt a Complete Streets policy and offer implementation guidance. By
adopting a Complete Streets policy, communities direct their
transportation planners and engineers to routinely design and operate the
entire right-of-way to enable safe access for all users, regardless of age,
ability, or mode of transportation. This means that every transportation
project will make the street network better and safer for drivers, transit

Create regulations that require bike parking for new developments and
major renovations of existing developments. Consider including provisions
for assessing bike parking in communities that aren't currently slated for
development or revitalization.
Pass an ordinance that would require larger employers to provide shower
and locker facilities.

5
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As you increase and improve bicycle parking consider how to increase the
diversity of bicycle parking types, particularly to accommodate long-term
and short-term parking at transit and commercial districts; larger bicycles,
such as cargo bikes; and electrically-assisted bicycles.

Bicycle Access to Public Transportation
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 70% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 5% of the
points in the Engineering category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
Your responses did not trigger any feedback for this subcategory. Our
feedback is based upon your answers in the application. To improve your
score for this subcategory please refer to your application and see where
you may be able to improve or contact us at bfa@bikeleague.org with any
questions.

Off-Street Bicycle Facilities
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 60% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 22% of the
points in the Engineering category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
Your community reported fewer paved off-street bicycle facilities per
square mile than the average of other applicants, which was .84 miles of
paved off-street path per square mile. Bicycle networks work best when
they are easily accessible and provide safe connections to important
areas of a community. This data may indicate that some people in your
community may find it hard to access your off-street paths or that your offstreet paths are not prevalent throughout your community. Continue

efforts to build a system of on- and off-street bicycle facilities that meet the
needs of your community.
Adequately maintain your on and off street bicycle infrastructure to ensure
usability and safety by sweeping them for snow and removing ice in a
timely manner.
Adequately maintain your on and off street bicycle infrastructure to ensure
usability and safety by sweeping them regularly. Debris, such as loose
gravel and glass, can create unsafe conditions for people who bike, cause
damage to bicycle parts, and make people leave bicycle lanes where they
are provided.

On-Street Bicycle Facilities
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 18% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 28% of the
points in the Engineering category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
Develop a system of bicycle boulevards, utilizing quiet neighborhood
streets, that creates an attractive, convenient, and comfortable cycling
environment welcoming to cyclists of all ages and skill levels. Bicycle
Boulevards are similar to signed bike routes, but include more pro-active
changes to the roadway to make the routes low-speed and optimized for
people who bike. Use the Bicycle Boulevards section of the NACTO
Urban Bikeway Design Guide for design guidelines.
Create buffered bike lanes that provide additional protection for bicyclists
by clearly demarcating areas to avoid, such as the "door zone," and
providing increased separation on higher speed or higher volume roads.
They are an important tool for creating a safe and comfortable bicycle
network suitable for people of all ages and abilities.
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Build protected bike lanes where possible to provide a safe option for
bicyclists on roads with higher speeds, high bicycle traffic volumes, and/or
factors such as multiple lanes, high traffic volumes, high speed traffic, high
demand for double parking, and high parking turnover.
Build raised cycle tracks where appropriate to provide a safe option for
bicyclists on roads with higher speeds, high bicycle traffic volumes, and/or
factors such as multiple lanes, high traffic volumes, high speed traffic, high
demand for double parking, and high parking turnover.
Adequately maintain your on and off street bicycle infrastructure to ensure
usability and safety by responding to complaints regarding road surfaces
in a timely manner, at least within one month of a complaint. Road surface
defects, such as potholes and uneven surfaces, can create unsafe
conditions for people who bike even when they may not affect motor
vehicles.
Adequately maintain your on and off street bicycle infrastructure to ensure
usability and safety by sweeping them for snow and removing ice in a
timely manner.

Other Bicycle Accommodations
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 16% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 10% of the
points in the Engineering category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
Implement road diets in appropriate locations to make streets more
efficient and safer for all road users. Use the newly created space for
bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

Install a bicycle wayfinding system with distance and destination
information at strategic locations around the community, integrating
preferred on-street routes and off-street facilities.

Bike Sharing
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 0% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 5% of the
points in the Engineering category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
We generally recommend bike share systems for communities with over
30,000 residents. The success of a bike share system often hinges on the
density of bike share stations, potential users, and potential destinations.
In smaller communities or more spread out communities it can be more
difficult to have favorable conditions for a bike share system. With that
said, many smaller, rural, or spread out communities have created bike
share systems and providing bikes at low cost or on an as needed basis
has great potential to allow more people to bike more often. Consider the
needs of your community and whether a bike share system might be
helpful.

Other Bicycle-related Amenities
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 64% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 2.5% of the
points in the Engineering category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
Your responses did not trigger any feedback for this subcategory. Our
feedback is based upon your answers in the application. To improve your
score for this subcategory please refer to your application and see where
you may be able to improve or contact us at bfa@bikeleague.org with any
questions.
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Education
Offering a lot of ways for people to get the skills and confidence to ride is a
key part to building great places for bicycling. At the community level this
begins with bicycle-safety education being a routine part of public education.
Communities should also offer options for adults looking to improve their
biking skills with everything from online tips, brown bag lunch presentations
and in-depth on-bike training opportunities. The League’s Smart Cycling
program, with more than 2,000 League Cycling Instructors around the
country, is a great resource in delivering high quality education programs. It
is also vital to make motorists and cyclists aware of their rights and
responsibilities on the road through public education campaigns that
promote the Share the Road message.
In this section you can find more information about how your community
compares to other Bicycle Friendly Community applicants in various aspects
of the Education category. Use this information to understand your
community’s strengths and weaknesses and the best places to invest in
order to improve your community for people who bike.

Youth Bicycle Education
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 32% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 35% of the
points in the Education category. The recommendation(s) below would help
you improve your score.
Congratulations! It is a credit to your community that you ensure all
elementary school students are provided with the opportunity to learn to
ride a bicycle. This practice will help each student be able to make
physical activity an integral part of their life.

Provide on-bicycle education opportunities in schools. There is no better
way to learn to ride than to experience riding a bicycle in a controlled
setting with a trained instructor. Providing on-bike instruction to all
students ensures that all students are able to learn to ride in the best
possible setting regardless of the availability of a bicycle in their
household.
Work with local bicycle groups and interested parents to develop and
implement a Safe Routes to School program for all schools, which
includes in-school education and routes to school. Bicycle-safety
education should be a routine part of education, for students of all ages,
schools and the surrounding neighborhoods should be particularly safe
and convenient for biking and walking. Bicycle education in high schools
can help ensure that young drivers remain aware of bicyclists and conflicts
that may arise between bicyclists and drivers.
Create a basic "learn to ride" class for your community. This type of class
provides basic bicycle education, such as how to position yourself on the
road, how to signal your intentions, how to cross a street, and how to
make turns.

Adult Bicycle Education
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 85% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 30% of the
points in the Education category. The recommendation(s) below would help
you improve your score.
Your responses did not trigger any feedback for this subcategory. Our
feedback is based upon your answers in the application. To improve your
score for this subcategory please refer to your application and see where
you may be able to improve or contact us at bfa@bikeleague.org.
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Motorist Education
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 83% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 25% of the
points in the Education category. The recommendation(s) below would help
you improve your score.
Offer regular bicycle skills courses for your transportation engineers and
planners, or other city staff and elected officials, which include on-bike
instruction and in-traffic cycling. This type of course can increase
familiarity with safe designs and areas for improvement in the community.
Engage taxi drivers, and on-demand ride services, by distributing decals
or other materials to remind those drivers of bicycle-vehicle collisions that
are associated with taxis, such as dooring collisions with exiting taxi
passengers.

Bicycle Safety Education Resources
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 75% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 5% of the
points in the Education category. The recommendation(s) below would help
you improve your score.
Promote bicycle education through short informative pamphlets like the
League of American Bicyclists' Smart Cycling Quick Guide which provides
an easy to understand, easy to distribute, and cost-effective method of
conveying basic safe cycling concepts to the public. It can be co-branded
to promote your community or an organization within your community that
would like to distribute it.

Encouragement

Communities play a critical role in encouraging people to ride by giving them
a variety of opportunities and incentives to get on their bikes. This can be
done through the celebration of National Bike Month℠ and Bike to Work
Day, producing community bike maps, route finding signage, bicycle-themed
celebrations and rides and commuter challenges.
In this section you can find more information about how your community
compares to other Bicycle Friendly Community applicants in various aspects
of the Encouragement category. Use this information to understand your
community’s strengths and weaknesses and the best places to invest in
order to improve your community for people who bike.

Encouragement Policies, Programs and Partnerships
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 33% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 10% of the
points in the Encouragement category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
Your responses did not trigger any feedback for this subcategory. Our
feedback is based upon your answers in the application. To improve your
score for this subcategory please refer to your application and see where
you may be able to improve or contact us at bfa@bikeleague.org with any
questions.

Route-Finding Support
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 56% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 5% of the
points in the Encouragement category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
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Design and publish a local bike map focused on safe routes to school,
giving priority to low-stress and separated routes that are suitable for
children and families. The map should outline the existing on and off-road
bicycle network by infrastructure type and could mark the locations of
landmarks, public restrooms, water fountains, bike repair stations and bike
parking.

Bicycle Culture and Promotion
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 47% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 75% of the
points in the Encouragement category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
Create a Safe Routes to School program that advances safe walking and
bicycling to and from schools, and in daily life, to improve the health and
well-being of America's children and to foster the creation of livable,
sustainable communities.
Create challenges for students biking to school such as intra- or interschool competitions for the number of trips by students. Challenges could
also feature different types of bicycling, such as BMX or mountain biking.

opportunities in the community, recent or future projects, or lead up to
Bike to Work Day activities. Many Bike to Work Days include elected
officials speaking at centrally located plazas where bicyclists are invited to
congregate, eat breakfast, and drink coffee.
Draw attention to community investments in bicycling by hosting a
community celebration or ride for new bicycle projects. This can be useful
to build public support for bicycling projects, highlight new traffic patterns,
and help educate the public about the use of a new facility.
Offer a Ciclovia, Open Streets, or Sunday Streets type event, where a
major road corridor is closed to auto traffic and that space is made
available to the community, including people biking and walking. This
event can also be a great place to engage people about improvements
they would like in their community and barriers to biking more often that
they experience.
Fund events for people who bike in your community. More than 40% of
communities that apply to the Bicycle Friendly Community program
indicate that they directly fund bicycle events in their communities. Direct
funding can be incredibly important for creating bicycle culture by fostering
the creation of new bicycle events. A little direct support can be the seed
funding for a strong bicycle culture.

Encourage or support bike valets at public events so that more people can
bike to local events. Bike valets provide secure and scaleable parking for
people arriving by bike, alleviating any worry associated with locking a
bike in a public place or finding a place to lock up. Encouraging more
people to arrive to major events by biking and walking can improve the
traffic associated with major events and reduce the parking problems that
events can create.

Your community’s score in this sub-category was 70% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 5% of the
points in the Encouragement category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.

Engage public figures to show support for bicycling and improvements
that make bicycling more safe and comfortable by participating ina bicycle
ride. A mayor-led or Council-led ride can highlight recreational

Your community may have areas that are "bike shop deserts." Bike shops
are an important part of the "human infrastructure" that makes bicycling an
attractive option for people in a community. Within "bike shop deserts"

Access to Bicycle Equipment and Repair Services
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residents may lack access to the services and expertise needed to
properly maintain their bicycles. Without these retailers bicyclists need to
be entirely self-sufficient for their bicycle maintenance, a requirement that
would never be expected of people who use cars or transit. Consider
ways to make basic parts and services available throughout your
community.

Enforcement
Communities have an essential role in creating safe places to bike by setting
clear rules of the road to ensure safety for all road users; ensuring that law
enforcement officers are knowledgeable about traffic laws related to
bicycling; and setting enforcement policies that prioritize traffic safety. A
good relationship between the bicycling community and law enforcement is
important and can be accomplished by having a police representative on
your Bicycle Advisory Committee, having police officers on bikes, and
proactively addressing issues important to the bicycling community, like bike
theft.
In this section you can find more information about how your community
compares to other Bicycle Friendly Community applicants in various aspects
of the Enforcement category. Use this information to understand your
community’s strengths and weaknesses and the best places to invest in
order to improve your community for people who bike.

Public Outreach
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 62% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 15% of the
points in the Enforcement category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.

Identify a law enforcement officer who would like to be a representative of
the police department within your Safe Routes to School program. This
may include engaging one or more law enforcement officers in safety
presentations and/or on-bicycle education classes in school.
Ensure that police officers report cyclist crash data and potential hazards
to the public works department, traffic engineers and transportation
planners to timely identify sites in need of safety improvements for
cyclists.
Increase the use of bikes as a patrol or public safety tool for your
community. Bicycles can increase interaction between police officers and
the community and allow police and other public safety personnel
increased mobility at events or in urban areas.

Bicycle-Related Training for Law Enforcement Personnel
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 0% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 10% of the
points in the Enforcement category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
Ensure that police officers receive training on the most common bicycle
crash types in general and in your community. Data on bicycle crashes in
your community can help police understand the magnitude of dangers to
bicyclists in your community and the areas that are most dangerous. This
knowledge should help police officers understand how to effectively
enforce traffic laws in ways that will make bicycling more safe.
Ensure that police officers receive training on racial profiling awareness in
multimodal transportation enforcement. Racial profiling awareness or
similar training can be helpful for community-oriented policing and
increasing the legitimacy of traffic enforcement.
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Bicycle-Related Laws
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 73% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 35% of the
points in the Enforcement category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
More than 40 states have passed laws that prohibit opening a car door
into the path of a bicyclist. If your state has not passed such a law, see if
you can pass a local ordinance that provides this protection to bicyclists
and promote your local law so that people look before opening their
doors.It is unfortunately fairly common for bicyclists to be injured by
opening car doors. People who choose to ride far to the right or in bicycle
lanes adjacent to park cars need to be aware of this danger, but it should
ultimately be the responsibility of people in cars to look before opening
their doors.
There are 9 states that have passed laws that define a group of
"vulnerable road users" and create penalties for seriously injuring or killing
people within that group. These laws work on the idea of general
deterrence - that if people know that they might suffer a harsh penalty for
an action they will be more likely to avoid doing that action. If your state
has not passed this type of law consider what actions affect the safety of
bicyclists in your town and how you can create a local ordinance that
deters people from taking those actions.
Create or pilot a photo enforcement effort to promote safe driving
behaviors. It is important that photo enforcement is deployed in a
transparent and legitimate manner so that the public understands that it is
used for safety, not revenue creation. School zones can be a good place
to pilot photo enforcement. According to the Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety, there were 430 communities with red light camera
programs and 141 communitites with speed camera programs as of June
2016.

Repeal your local law that requires bicycle registration or bicycle licensing.
In the vast majority of places where mandatory bike registration has been
enacted it has had no discernible safety effect and did not generate
revenue. However, mandatory bicycle registration laws have been used
as a basis for discriminatory pretextual traffic stops. If bicycle theft or bad
bicyclist behavior are issues in your community there are many other
ways to address those issues without requiring all bicycles to be
registered or licensed.

Bicycle-Related Enforcement Practices and Programs
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 19% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 15% of the
points in the Enforcement category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
Work with law enforcement to ensure that enforcement activities are
targeted at motorist infractions most likely to lead to crashes, injuries and
fatalities among bicyclists. Traffic enforcement activities should be databased and responsive to behaviors that have been observed to lead to
crashes, injuries, and fatalities.
Consider whether a ticket diversion program makes sense for your
community. A ticket diversion for bicyclists allows bicyclists who are
ticketed to receive safety training in lieu of paying a fine or as a condition
of a reduced fine. This allows bicyclists who may not have previously
received safety training to learn about proper riding techniques and
hopefully correct poor behavior.
Consider whether a ticket diversion program makes sense for your
community. Ticket diversion programs for motorists should incorporate
training on sharing the road with bicyclists and pedestrians. In some
cases, educational programs can supplement other traffic citation
punishments; for example, drivers who are convicted of DUI or have a
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suspended license can be educated on transportation alternatives, such
as transit and biking, to facilitate their mobility.
Publish raw data on traffic enforcement citations and make it available to
the public on a regular basis. Transparency is important so that the public
understands traffic enforcement and it can help ensure that traffic
enforcement is seen as legitimate and in service of public safety.
Regularly available raw data allows the public, as individuals and through
organizations, to understand traffic enforcement and how the community
promotes traffic safety through enforcement.
Regularly publish reports on traffic citation data to help the public
understand traffic safety priorities and how those priorities are furthered by
traffic enforcement. Reports can also highlight any safety issues that a
community does not currently have the ablility to address through
enforcement, due to lacking an appropriate law, or which requires an
alternative countermeasure.

Bicycle Safety Policies and Programs
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 0% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 5% of the
points in the Enforcement category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
Adopt a Vision Zero plan to improve road safety for all road users. A
Vision Zero plan should articulate a goal year for reaching zero traffic
fatalities and the investments that your community will make in order to
acheive that goal. To learn more about Vision Zero, visit
visionzeronetwork.org.

Crash and Fatality Reporting
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 79% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 15% of the
points in the Enforcement category. The recommendation(s) below would
help you improve your score.
Our points based upon crashes and fatalities are a function of the annual
reported crashes and fatalities and your community's estimated number
of bicycle commuters, as estimated in the most recent U.S. Census
Bureau American Community Survey 5-year estimate. To gain points in
this subcategory you should focus on reducing crashes on an absolute
basis or reducing crashes relative to the number of bicyclists in your
community. Improving bicycle routes to major community destinations is
likely to address both crashes and increase the number of bicyclists,
providing two positive changes in this subcategory.

Evaluation & Planning
Metrics are essential. A comprehensive bicycle master plan, in combination
with dedicated funding and active citizen/organizational support is the
foundation of a great bicycling community– indeed, progress without these
elements is difficult. A successful plan focuses on developing a seamless
cycling network that emphasizes short trip distances, multi-modal trips and is
complemented by encouragement, education and enforcement programs to
increase usage. A dedicated Bicycle Program Coordinator and an effective
Bicycle Advisory Committee play an important role in helping decision
makers create, implement, and prioritize those bicycle programs and
policies.
In this section you can find more information about how your community
compares to other Bicycle Friendly Community applicants in various aspects
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of the Evaluation & Planning category. Use this information to understand
your community’s strengths and weaknesses and the best places to invest in
order to improve your community for people who bike.

Staffing and Committees
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 38% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 20% of the
points in the Evaluation & Planning category. The recommendation(s) below
would help you improve your score.
Your application indicated that your local government does not have an
internal equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) initiative, committee, or
position. The League of American Bicyclists’ mission is to create a Bicycle
Friendly America for everyone. EDI is an important part of ensuring that
community investments and practices related to bicycling work for
everyone and are not distributed disproportionately to a particular
demographic of your community. Everyone deserves safer streets, better
mobility, and improved access to community resources and opportunities.

Planning, Funding, and Implementation
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 39% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 35% of the
points in the Evaluation & Planning category. The recommendation(s) below
would help you improve your score.
Ensure that there is dedicated funding for the implementation of the
bicycle master plan. Ensure to specifically allocate bicycle-related funding
to low-income/minority communities.
Ensure that there is a feedback mechanism to help the community meet
goals for the implementation of your bicycle plan.

Evaluating Ridership
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 55% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 20% of the
points in the Evaluation & Planning category. The recommendation(s) below
would help you improve your score.
Purchase and place automated/electronic bicycle counters to provide
long-term data on bicycle use at fixed points in a community or mobile
counters can provide periodic or before/after data related to a change in
your communities road or bicycle network. This data provides a great
understanding of the prevalence of bicyclists in your community and what
affects their use.
Conduct regular statistically-valid community bicycle surveys to
understand the needs of bicyclists in the community and what sort of
investments might entice people to bike more often or fix barriers that
currently prevent them from biking more.
Conduct a travel diary survey or ensure that community over-sampling
occurs in a national or state travel diary survey in order to get a
statistically valid understanding of how all residents move around your
community. This information is great for monitoring changes in how
people move around and community goals related to active transportation.
Ensure that your bicycle counts capture the gender of cyclists. If women
ride significantly less than men, this gender gap may be addressed
through infrastructure improvements, and targeted education and
encouragement efforts.
Adopt a target level of bicycle use to be achieved within a specific
timeframe, and ensure data collection necessary to monitor progress. The
most common targets are that a certain percentage of the population will
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bike to work or that there will be a certain increase in the number of
people biking to work.

Evaluating the Bicycle Network
Your community’s score in this sub-category was 89% of the highest
community score in this sub-category. This subcategory is worth 20% of the
points in the Evaluation & Planning category. The recommendation(s) below
would help you improve your score.
Establish a pre/post evaluation process for major bicycle-related road
projects that involve types of bicycle infrastructure not previously used in
your community and/or region or applications of bicycle infrastructure that
are innovative for your community. Pre/post evaluation can help you
communicate about the effects of these projects and leverage the
experience gained through a project for future planning and projects.
Create an online reporting system that allows residents and others who
bicycle in your community to easily and quickly report on current
conditions that affect the safety of bicycling facilities. By making it easier
to report conditions, bicyclists are more likely to make reports and the
community can control its response to conditions.

For more ideas and best practices please visit the Bicycle
Friendly Community Resource Page:
http://www.bikeleague.org/content/resources
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Feedback from Local Reviewers:
In this round we provided a survey that could be distributed by your
community. This survey was entirely voluntary. If you chose to take
advantage of it then you will receive additional information about how the
public responded to that survey.
For all communities, we distributed surveys to organizations listed in your
application and members of the League of American Bicyclists, both
individuals and organizations, that our data indicated might be
knowledgeable about your community. The information below reflects both
the public survey distributed by your community and surveys distributed by
the League.

Number of Local Respondents
186 people responded to surveys about your community

Other Suggested Improvements
»

»

»

Barriers and Hazards
»

»

Top 3 Changes that local respondents would like to see in
Stevens Point
1. More bike lanes - 28.0%
2. Reduce speed through traffic calming and/or road diets - 17.2%
3. More bike paths - 14.5%

Average Top 3 Changes from all Bicycle Friendly
Community applicants (nationwide)

1. More Bike Lanes – 22.2%
2. More Bike Paths – 21.8%
3. Improved Public Decision-making processes for Transportation
Improvements – 7.6%

“Create a paid position within city government, at least half-time,
whose responsibility is to improve the bicycling and walking
environment within the City of Stevens Point.”
“More bike lanes that continuously interconnect major bike
destinations (downtown, parks, schools, univ. campus, grocery
stores, worksites)”
“Focus on density goals for the central City in order to become
more fiscally sound and thus making bike/ped infrastructure a
priority in annual capital budgets.”

»

“Division St. is a huge barrier for the community, UW-Stevens
Point, and businesses along the corridor. People are afraid to
bike it, walk it, and even cross it.”
“Reduce the number of standard travel lanes on Michigan Ave
under the railroad bridge in order to make room to extend bike
lanes from Patch St to Main St. Stevens Point currently lacks a
safe and comfortable crossing of the railroad tracks in this part
of”
“Lack of bike lane markings that help motorist and cyclists better
navigate intersections (many don't know whether bikes should
merge into car traffic flow to make left turns at intersections)”

Keep up the good work on…
»
»

“Our Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee is and has been
successful and should get a budget in the future.”
“Several recent new events (bike to work/school, SR2S, Bicycle
Adventure Extravaganza) are empowering residents across all
demographics to engage in bicycle transportation”
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»

“Stevens Point should put more energy into getting more grade
schools to adopt Safe Routes to School programs.”
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6.0 Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources
6.1

Existing Conditions

6.2

Existing Programs

6.3

Summary of Existing Conditions

6.4

Assessment of Future Needs

6.5

Goals, Objectives and Policies

6.1 Introduction
This element of the Comprehensive Plan is meant to document and
discuss conditions and trends, and to formulate goals, objectives
and policies with regard to several attributes of the community, including:
•
•
•
•

agriculture and agricultural lands;
natural resources, including metallic and non-metallic mining;
historic resources; and
cultural resources.

These features are important in their own right, but are often interrelated with other elements of the
Comprehensive Plan. Agriculture, for instance, may play a role in the local economy. Floodplains and wetlands
may impact land use patterns or lead to related infrastructure needs (i.e. storm water conveyance). This chapter
will attempt to define these relationships through its analysis of existing conditions.

6.2 Existing Conditions
Agriculture remains an important element of the regional economy, although its role within the City of Stevens
Point is somewhat limited. As of 2012, there were 969 farms and 278,673 acres in farms in Portage County.
About 72 percent of this total, or 201,386 acres, is cropland. Corn, forage, and vegetables (potatoes) are the
primary crops.
Cattle and calves make up a vast majority of the livestock farmed in Portage County, totaling 107,430 on 1,409
farms in 2012. Other livestock raised in the area includes poultry, hogs, and lambs.
In 2015, there were 26 parcels and 622 acres of land in Stevens Point that are assessed as agricultural as
reported by the Wisconsin Department or Revenue.

6.2.1

Urban Agriculture

Urban agriculture has been discussed at the City-level recently. Neighborhood gardening has been increasing in
popularity. There are three neighborhood gardens that operate on the north and west sides of Downtown. The
sites for these are provided by Golden Sands Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council.
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The Stevens Point Farmers Market, held at Mathias Mitchell
Public Square, has been the focal point for farmers selling
their goods since 1847. This is the “longest running farmers
market in Wisconsin.” The market is open from May through
October, and is managed by the Stevens Point Farmers
Market Association.

The Central Rivers Farmshed, Inc. (Farmshed) works to
expand the connection between local residents and their
food by providing opportunities for participation, education,
cooperation and action to support a local food economy in
Central Wisconsin. They operate a 35,000 square foot
community food center in Stevens Point, which includes a
production greenhouse, community kitchen, gathering space
and learning center.

Farmer's Market. Photo Credit: KT Elements

The Stevens Point Area Cooperative is a grocery business that focuses on delivering high-quality natural, organic
and locally sourced products at competitive process. Community supported agriculture (CSA) is a growing
strategy for providing fresh farm products to urban households. A CSA operates by selling "shares" of its
production to individual households. Throughout the growing season, the household is provided with an allotment
of whatever crops may be harvested at the time. Community supported agricultural programs currently provide
service to Stevens Point.
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6.2.2

Topography

The City of Stevens Point is relatively flat, averaging about 1,100 feet above sea level. The flat terrain provides
challenges with drainage when developing, and when adding hard surfaces that prevent water from infiltrating into
the ground.
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6.2.3

Bedrock Geology

The City of Stevens Point lies along the Central
Sand Hills and Central Sand Plains geological
provinces. The northern third of Stevens Point
generally has high bedrock, low groundwater supply,
clay soils and poor drainage. The southern twothirds of the City – primarily the Urban Area – has
sand plain features with well-drained soils, relatively
flat topography and good groundwater supply.

6.2.4

Soils

Plainfield loamy soil is the most frequently found soil
type in the City. This generally is found south of STH
66. Other areas of the City see denser soils that are
subject to greater heaving and swelling due to frost
conditions.

6.2.5

Mineral Resources

No mining exists within the City of Stevens Point.

6.2.6

Source: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Watersheds and Surface Water

Lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, intermittent waterways, and natural drainage ways make up the surface waters of
Stevens Point and Portage County. These resources are all water bodies, standing still or flowing, navigable and
intermittent, including natural drainage ways that collect and channel overland rainwater or snowmelt runoff.
Natural drainage ways are characterized by intermittent streams, threads, rills, gullies, and dry washes that
periodically contribute water to first-order streams. There are also many artificial drainage ways where the natural
drainage ways have been altered by human activity. All of these features have the ability to transport sediment
and pollutants and are affected by their watersheds, the land that surrounds them.
Stevens Point is located in the Little Eau Claire River, Plover and Little Plover River, and Mill Creek watersheds.
All of these watersheds are severely impacted by non-point source pollutants, many from agricultural operations
and animal-related industries.
The Wisconsin River, Plover River and McDill Pond are the major surface waters in Stevens Point. These are
heavily utilized water bodies throughout the community. The Wisconsin River traverses the western point of the
City. Lake Joanis, located on the Schmeekle Reserve, is also a widely recognized body of water, but has a much
different use in that motor boats are not allowed on the lake. Much of the shoreland is undevelopable and is
utilized as parkland or green space.
McDill Pond is created by a dam on the Plover River in the Village of Whiting to the south of the City limits. The
Plover River is restricted by the dam and the water held back creates McDill Pond at the City’s southern
boundary.

6.2.7

Impaired Waters

The Wisconsin River is on the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 303d impaired waters list for
PCB’s and Mercury. These determinations indicate when water bodies are not meeting state or federal water
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quality standards, and are used to establish a method to protect and restore the quality of Wisconsin’s surface
waters.

6.2.8

Outstanding and Exceptional Resource Waters

There are no outstanding or exceptional water resources as identified by the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources within Stevens Point’s boundaries. The Wisconsin River is identified by the WDNR as an Area of
Special Natural Resources Interest (ASNRI), as is Lake Joanis. Areas of Special Natural Resources Interest
include designated state natural areas, designated trout streams, water inhabited by endangered, threatened,
special concern species or unique ecological communities identified in the Natural Heritage Inventory, wild rice
waters, federal or state waters designated as wild or scenic rivers, waters in
“A high capacity well is a well on a
high capacity property. A high
areas identified in a special area management plan or special wetland inventory
capacity property is one property that
study, and water in ecologically significant coastal wetlands along Lakes
has or will have one or more wells
Michigan and Superior as identified in the Coastal Wetlands of Wisconsin. The
with a combined capacity of 70
gallons per minute (gpm) or more.”
Wisconsin River and Lake Joanis are both identified as Priority Navigable
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Waterways.
Resources.

agricultural, natural and cultural resources | page 5

draft 1.13.17

Page 52 of 65
6.2.9

Point Source Discharges

The WDNR regulates the discharge of pollutants to waters of the state through the Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (WPDES) program. This limits and sets forth a process to monitor discharges for pollutants.
The City has a WPDES permit for the wastewater
treatment plant, as does NewPage Wisconsin
Systems Inc. The City, University and Village of
Plover are all Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
(MS4) permittees, meaning they are required to
take efforts to reduce polluted storm water runoff.

6.2.10 Area High Capacity Wells
Many central Wisconsin municipalities utilize
deeper aquifers for obtaining water supply. There
are numerous high capacity wells in the City,
including several that serve golf courses and other
irrigation needs, as well as multiple owned and
operated by the City of Stevens Point Water Utility
for public drinking water.

6.2.11 Groundwater
Groundwater is the primary source of potable water.
The City’s water comes from very deep wells which
provide excellent quantity and quality water. This
water is somewhat susceptible to groundwater
contamination from agricultural practices, however
the City’s primary wells are somewhat separated
from these areas by the Plover River. The City of
Stevens Point has a Wellhead Protection Plan and
ordinance in place to help protect water quality.
Areas to the north and east of the City have
experienced groundwater quality issues due to
private on-site wastewater systems and private
wells being in close proximity to one another.

6.2.12 Shorelands
Shorelands provide valuable habitat for both
aquatic and terrestrial animals and vegetation, and also act as buffers and thus serve to protect water quality.
However, shorelands are also considered prime residential building areas because of their scenic beauty.
Recognizing this conflict, and in order to maintain the environmental, recreational, and economical quality of our
water resources, the State of Wisconsin requires counties to adopt and enforce a shoreland ordinance.
As required by the State, shorelands are defined as:
• all land within 1,000 feet of the ordinary high water mark of a lake, pond or flowage; or
• all land within 300 feet of the ordinary high water mark of a river or stream or to the landward side of the
floodplain, whichever is greater.
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Incorporated municipalities are allowed to create and enforce their own shoreland zoning ordinances that differ
from the State’s regulations. The City of Stevens Point defines shorelands in the same regard as the State.

6.2.13 Floodplains
One sensitive land feature that most residents are aware of is the floodplain, the flood-prone
lands adjacent to water bodies. Floodplains can be desirable development areas due to the
proximity to lakes, rivers and streams, but pose additional problems by
possibly putting residents and property at risk. Development in
floodplains can also affect the environmental quality of the waterway.

“According to the Wisconsin
Emergency Management
Division, Wisconsin communities
experienced significant flooding
each year from 1990-2001,
except 1994. A Federal Disaster
Declaration was granted for nine
of those years. Total damages to
public and private property
(including agricultural damages)
during that time period totaled
more than one billion dollars”
(Ohm, Brian. Planning for
Natural Resources. P. 28, 2002.)

According to FEMA, floodplains exist along the Wisconsin and Plover
Rivers. However, the potential for property damage within these areas
is minimal, as they are protected by dams and levees. Development
within the floodplain is usually assessed through the use of the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) developed by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

It is important to remember that these maps are no substitute for site specific analysis. Natural and man-made
changes in the landscape, and the age and accuracy of flood insurance maps have in some cases limited their
reliability for the identification and designation of floodplains. The City also has floodplain development regulations
in their zoning ordinance which should be consulted prior to any construction activity.

6.2.14 Wetlands
There are a number of wetland areas within the watersheds that can affect water levels
of rivers flowing through the City of Stevens Point. Wetlands are defined by the state
statute as “an area where water is at, near, or above the land surface long enough to be
capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophytic (water-loving) vegetation and which has
soils indicative of wet conditions.” Wetlands may be seasonal or permanent and are
commonly referred to as swamps, marshes, or bogs. Wetland plants and soils have the
capacity to store and filter pollutants, replenish groundwater supplies, store floodwaters
and maintain stream flows.

“…wetlands serve a vital role in
nature, are part of the balance of
nature and are essential to the
purity of the water in our lakes
and streams. Swamps and
wetlands are a necessary part of
the ecological creation and now,
even to the uninitiated, possess
their own beauty in nature.” (The
Wisconsin Supreme Court in Just
v. Marinette County (1972).

Wetland areas exist along the Wisconsin River and Plover Rivers and on the City’s
north side. The Schmeekle Reserve has been proactive in preserving wetlands within its boundaries.

6.2.15 Steep Slopes
Steep slopes that are prohibitive to development, in general, are not prevalent in and around Stevens Point.

6.2.16 Forest and Woodlands
Woodlands are an important feature of Stevens Point. Urban forestry has been practiced by the City as the
importance of trees in providing economic, ecological and environmental benefits are realized.
Stevens Point is a Tree City USA, a designation given by the National Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with
the USDA Forest Service and the National Association of State Foresters to communities who promote urban
forestry programs. The City has been a member of this program for over 35 years, and has received its twelfth
Growth Award for demonstrating progress in the community forestry program by developing a street tree
management program and for increased tree planting.
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The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) has been confirmed in the City. An EAB Management Plan was developed in
2014/5 to address the impacts this invasive species will have on local trees. The City also has an Urban Forest
Management Plan, completed in 2010, with specific recommendations on how best to preserve and manage the
City’s urban forest.
Figure 6-2
Stevens Point Natural Resource Map

6.2.17 Wildlife, Wildlife Habitat and Open Space
Scattered throughout Portage County are various federal, state, and local wildlife, fishery, natural and scientific
areas, including private conservancy areas. These often encompass one or more of the sensitive land areas
discussed previously (e.g., wetlands, forests, shorelands, prairies). These areas are managed as open space to
provide important feeding, breeding, nesting, cover, and other habitat values to a wide variety of plant and animal
species.
Fish and wildlife habitat are contained within the Wisconsin and Plover Rivers, and the Schmeekle Reserve. The
Jordan Marsh and Mosey Creek corridors are also wildlife corridors and areas.
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Urban deer management has been an ongoing concern for the City. Efforts have been made to conduct local deer
herd cullings, and there is an active Deer Management Committee.

6.2.18 Rare and Endangered Species and Natural Communities
According to the WDNR Natural Heritage Inventory, Portage County is home to many animal and plant species,
as well as natural communities that can be considered rare or endangered.
Stevens Point lies within two town ranges in Portage County. The areas where Stevens Point lies have been
identified as having many endangered species and natural communities by the WDNR’s Natural Heritage
Inventory (NHI) (http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/NHI/data.asp). Due to the fluidity of this list, a comprehensive list is not
provided here. References to the weblink above should be made when exploring areas and the potential for rare
and endangered species presence.
These species are protected, and as such, are preserved to the extent possible.

6.2.19 Cultural Resources Existing Conditions
Preservation of historic and cultural resources is important
to the vitality of any community. The City of Stevens
Point has a rich history that originally centered on logging
and railroads. While the importance of these to the region
have become less prominent, they are still an important
part of the City’s character and history.
Stevens Point was settled by George Stevens in 1836
from a boom in the logging of what is now Central
Wisconsin. Loggers found the spot along the Wisconsin
River a convenient stopping point. The first plat for what
would become the City of Stevens Point was completed in
1847.
QGallery. Photo Credit: KT Elements
The Portage County Historical Society operates four museums and was formed for the promotion and
preservation of items having historical interest to the Portage County area. They also maintain an archives
housed at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point as well as the Malcolm Rosholt Online Archives.
Stevens Point is recognized by the State of Wisconsin as a Certified Local Government, a designation that carries
responsibilities for review of historic resources within the City. The City of Stevens Point adopted a Historic
Preservation Ordinance with the purpose and intent to protect, enhance, perpetuate and use sites of special
character or architectural or historic interest or value to the public.
The Historic Preservation/Design Review Commission and Common Council have identified “Local Landmarks
and Districts.” Modifications to these local landmark properties require exterior alterations to be reviewed and
approved prior to work being initiated, and it must be consistent with the historic character of the property.
Locally Designated Historic Structures
Property or Building

Address
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Folding Furniture Works Building*

1020 First Street

1920

Fox Theater*

1116-1128 Main Street

1910

Hardware Mutual Insurance Companies Building*

1421 Strongs Avenue

1924

Hotel Whiting*

1408 Strongs Avenue

1923

Jensen J.L. House*

1100 Brawley Street

1915

Kuhl Christina House*

1416 Main Street

1886

McMillan David House*

1924 Pine Street

1950

Nelson Hall*

1209 Freemont Street

1915

Stevens Point State Normal School*

2100 Main Street

1894

Temple Beth Israel*

1475 Water Street

1905

Frame Memorial Church

1300 Main Street

1865

Church of the Intercession

1417 Church Street

1971

Andrae House

1249 Clark Street

1880

WI Bell Building

1045 Clark Street

-

J.W. Moxon House

1700 College Avenue

1920

Carl Hassell House

2317 Jefferson Street

1940

Dr. Alfred Earl House

1924 Main Street

1910

Edward McGlachlin House

2017 Main Street

1950

A.J. Agnew House

1901-03 Pine Street

1915

W.J. Clifford House

1554 Strongs Avenue

1960

John Slothower House

1640 Main Street

1920

Matthew Wadleigh House

2024 Main Street

1910

Phillip Rothman House

1716 Water Street

1938

A.G. Green House

1501 Main Street

1890
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G.W. Green House

1424 Clark Street

1920

Fisher House

1808 Clark Street

1935

Mathias, Mitchell Public Square District*

-

-

Clark Street Historic District

-

-

*Also listed on the State or National Historic Registries.
The City of Stevens Point is also encouraging and sponsoring the nomination of five districts to the State and
National Register of Historic Places. These designations help enable properties to be eligible for tax credits when
performing rehabilitation or
restoration activities. The five districts
are:
-

Church of Intercession – St.
Stephen R. C. Church
Historic District

-

Church Street Residential
Historic District

-

Clark Street – Main Street
Historic District

-

Pine Street – Plover Street
Historic District

-

Sunset Fork Residential
Historic District.

Stevens Point has installed
interpretive signage that document
and explain the importance of historic
sites in the City.
Culture in its broadest sense, can refer to a particular
ethnic or sociological grouping, or to music, literature,
lifestyle, painting and sculpture, theater and film and other
arts. These areas of culture will be explored in greater
detail in the Arts and Culture Chapter of this plan.

6.3 Existing Agricultural, Natural, and
Cultural Programs
Numerous Federal, State, Regional, Local, and private
plans and programs exist which contribute to the
preservation, conservation, or management of agricultural,
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natural, and cultural resources in Portage County. Although no list can be exhaustive, a partial list is shown
below.
• Farmland Value Use Assessment
This program allows farmland to be assessed based on the lands ability to produce income from agricultural
uses, rather than its potential market value to developers.
• Wisconsin Farmland Preservation Program
Wisconsin farm owners are eligible to receive a state income tax credit, provided their county has a Farmland
Preservation Plan in place.
• Forest Land Tax Program
These programs are run by the Wisconsin DNR and encourage sustainable forestry on private lands by offering
tax incentives to landowners.
• Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permits (WPDES)
This DNR operated program regulates municipal and industrial operations discharging wastewater to surface or
groundwater.
• Wisconsin Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Permits (MS4)
Wisconsin municipalities and counties within urbanized areas are required to have Municipal Separate Storm
Sewer (MS4) permits. These permits require municipalities to reduce polluted storm water runoff by
implementing storm water management programs with best management practices. In Portage County, the City
of Stevens Point, the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, and the Village of Plover are all MS4 permitees.
• Wisconsin Historical Society
The Historical Society was founded in 1846 and helps people to connect with the past by maintaining and
collecting stories and items. This organization also has grant funding available to help local communities
identify and preserve historical features.
• Wisconsin’s Historical Preservation Plan 2006-2015
This plan outlines specific goals and objectives to protect and enhance the state’s cultural resources.
• Stevens Point Urban Area – Area Wide Water Quality Management Plan 2007-2027 Update
This plan helps in developing a sanitary sewer service area for the Stevens Point Urban Area.
• Portage County Land and Water Resource Management Plan 2014-2019
Each Wisconsin county is required by state law to develop a County Land and Water Plan. It is meant to serve
as a guide for local conservation efforts that are administered by various regulatory organizations.
• City of Stevens Point Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 2010-2015
This plan inventoried existing recreational facilities and identified future needs. The City is planning an update
to this plan in 2017.
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• City of Stevens Point Ordinances
Ordinances have been adopted to aid in the effort of conserving resources and protecting landowner rights,
land values, and the public health and safety.

6.4 Assessment of Future Needs
6.4.1

Introduction

Cities and regions are competing globally to attract and retain
entrepreneurs and a highly skilled workforce. Natural and cultural
resources are critically important ingredients for creating the type of
healthy, vibrant communities where people want to live, work, learn,
and play. By investing in local and regional distinctive assets and
culture, cities help foster innovation and entrepreneurial commercial
activity, resulting in a more resilient local economy.

6.4.2

Key Trends

6.4.2.1 Arts
Stevens Point is home to an emerging arts and culture scene anchored
by several prestigious venues such as the Fox Theater, owned by
CREATE Portage County and used for occasional art shows, the Smith
Scarabocchio Art Museum, Sculpture Park and the Riverfront Arts
Center, as well as programs by regional agencies, such as the
American Suzuki Institute at UWSP, one of only two accredited colleges
of fine arts in Wisconsin. These are reinforced by several commercial
Art in the Park. Photo Credit: Stevens Point
enterprises and annual events, such as ArtsWalk, Art in the Park and
Journal Media
Festival of the Arts. There is also a thriving local music scene supported
by numerous downtown establishments. The economic and social impact of these assets and events on Stevens
Point can be seen in the growing participation and investments in the arts events and community in Stevens
Point. An excellent example of this is the Fox Theater, which is currently vacant, but has seen significant interest
and investment. A capital campaign is underway and has been going for some time to develop a plan and
resources to invest in saving the historic structure so that in the near future, it can be renovated into a structurally
sound facility and able reopen to performances once again.
6.4.2.2 River restoration, cultural interpretation, and public access
A key trend impacting natural resources throughout the Upper
Midwest is the significant amount of investment occurring along
river corridors. Rivers used to be something communities turned
their back towards as transportation networks, but now river
frontage, particularly in urban areas close to downtowns has
seen significant demand and investments. The City has made
significant investments in redeveloping the downtown, and an
accessible but missing link is the waterfront along the
Wisconsin River, and potential future redevelopment, private
investment, tax base expansion, and connections to the rest of
the City’s revitalizing downtown. One of the key redevelopment
sites is the former Superfund site between Crosby Street, 1st
Street West and Portage Street. This site, located adjacent to
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Pfiffner Pioneer Park and abutting the redeveloping downtown area will be critical to the overall riverfront
improvements.

6.4.3

Guiding Principles

LIVABILITY
Urban agriculture practices and local food networks have been points of emphasis for the City recently. Significant
efforts through partnerships have resulted in a large Farmer’s Market, community-supported agriculture
availability, and community-gardens for Stevens Point residents to participate in growing their own food. The
ability to track where your food comes from, and to grow, harvest and consume local food is a growing trend.
Communities committed to engaging in this process open themselves to being a desirable locale for these
activities.
Natural resources, and the way people interact with them can significantly impact the quality of life of a region.
With the City’s local on quality surface waters, along with the preserved natural areas, these are true assets that
can lead to better experiences and activities for the region.
Public art and cultural programming that celebrates and welcomes diverse communities living in or moving to
Stevens Point are important for the continued development of the City. Art and culture can be creatively
harnessed to develop inviting and useful spaces that build community identity, encourage people to interact with
one another, and support, inspire and celebrate creative and diverse people living throughout the community.
As the City continues to develop and land use decisions are being made, it is imperative to ensure that developed
uses are providing a supportive role for promoting urban agriculture, ensuring natural resources are preserved
and/or utilized in appropriate manners, and enhance the communities’ creative and diverse cultural and historical
resources.

CONNECTED
The City takes great pride in their historic resources, and has actively encouraged local property owners to
participate in historic preservation activities. Reutilizing and saving historic properties is always more sustainable
than removing and redeveloping sites – when it is a viable option. The work the City has done in encouraging
these practices is resulting in a more sustainable City, with greater aesthetic appeal and community pride.
Based on national and regional trends, arts and culture are poised to play an increasing role in contributing to
Stevens Point’s economic and social vitality. For this to occur several factors beyond good intentions or sheer will
need to either be maintained or strengthened. These include such things as:
• preservation and upkeep of older, existing
buildings with modestly priced rents so
entrepreneurs and creative people can afford
physical space to operate
• routine programing, promotion and cultural/arts
activities, events and projects
• dependable funding (public and private) for
cultural and arts oriented events and projects
• growth of medium to higher paying wage jobs so
people have money to spend on the arts
• political and bureaucratic tolerance or support for
Local Music Event. Photo Credit: Stevens Point Journal
informal, spontaneous arts and culture activities
Media
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•
•

cultivation and curation of a creative culture where artistic expression is encouraged and appreciated
formal establishment of an arts council or commission to administer, promote a public art program and
maintain a public art collection

Ensuring that natural resources and local foods are available and accessible to all are ways to ensure the
community is connected to and through these assets as well.

RESILIENT
The areas’ natural systems is a key component of resiliency. Stevens Point’s location being bounded by both the
Wisconsin and Plover Rivers would often result in portions of the community being vulnerable to significant
impacts with flooding. However – due to the dams and levees along the Wisconsin River, the City is largely
protected from significant damage during high water. There are areas that have been designed to accommodate
high water levels, but property damage is generally avoidable under most scenarios. The City has also been
proactive in acquiring and removing flood-prone properties to mitigate potential losses in the event of severe
weather with rapidly rising river systems.
A challenge to resiliency is ensuring that all members of the community are provided the opportunity to participate
and contribute to the betterment of the City. Increasing diversity demands a more inclusive approach to engaging
and leveraging all of the City’s human capital and will require overcoming barriers such as language and
accessibility. Proactively working with the local education system and community-based organizations affiliated
with diverse populations can help ensure better service delivery and a greater appreciation for all of the City’s
residents.
The City has taken great strides in developing a quality Urban Forest. Managing tree disease, and ensuring an
effective urban forestry program helps to reduce heating and air conditioning costs, helps reduce urban heat
islands, extends the life of asphaltic pavements, and improves the quality of life in and around the City.
A community identity that celebrates Stevens Point’s history of innovation and creativity and supports future
creatives so that the City continues to grow and to have a positive impact on the world at large is also a manner in
which stakeholders, City and civic leaders, and the region can ensure a resilient future.

SUSTAINABLE
Runoff from urban areas contains a mixture of pollutants from hard surfaces such as parking lots, streets, and
rooftops. These areas may accumulate sediments, petroleum-based and other chemicals from cars and trucks,
heavy metals, and other contaminants that enter the storm sewer system and are flushed into streams and rivers.
Runoff from lawns may contain fertilizers, pesticides, and other chemicals or oxygen-demanding organic waste
that also enters surface waters. Impaired waters in Wisconsin are largely addressed through an analysis, known
as a total maximum daily load (TMDL). A TMDL is the amount of a pollutant a waterbody can receive and still
meet water quality standards. TMDL phosphorous standards help ensure water quality by limiting the amount of
non-point phosphorous stormwater runoff as well as discharges from the municipal wastewater treatment plant.
The WDNR is in the processing of developing a TMDL for the Wisconsin River, which will impact the City.
Municipalities are required to implement stormwater practices designed to reduce the amount of sediment and
phosphorous entering waters of the state. They are also required to implement programs for public education,
illicit discharge detection and elimination, enforcement of local ordinances to regulate erosion control and longterm storm water management, and pollution prevention at municipally-owned facilities to further reduce
contaminants in surface waters.
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Numerous techniques have been developed to improve the quality of stormwater, at the level of the individual
property up to a basin-wide approach. Many of them have additional environmental benefits beyond stormwater
management and water quality. These techniques are sometimes referred to as low-impact design (LID), and may
include:
•
•
•
•
•

downspout disconnection, redirecting stormwater from impervious areas or storm sewers to locations
where it can be stored or seep into the ground;
onsite filtering, practices such as sand filters, bioretention cells, swales, and filter strips that use a filter
media to reduce stormwater runoff and filter pollutants;
rain gardens, vegetated depressions where stormwater can be captured and infiltrated;
stormwater trees, planted to intercept and take up stormwater, often in parking lots; and
stream restoration, returning water channels to a more natural state in which meanders, wetlands,
floodplains, and other features function to slow, store, and filter stormwater.

It is also imperative that the City continue to implement and monitor their Wellhead Protection Plan and Sanitary
Sewer Service Area Plan to ensure that groundwater supplies are protected. These all will help to ensure that
natural systems and the built environment protect and enhance habitats, create a healthy environment, mitigate
local climate impacts, and promote energy efficiency.
Arts, culture, and creativity resources that protect and grow Stevens Point’s identity as a creative place through
better infrastructure to support local arts groups, artists, innovators and entrepreneurs is another way in which the creative
classes can help sustain the City’s growth and development. Creative placemaking will help to encourage future public and
private investments that will build off of the regional talents of local people who can retain vibrancy throughout the community.

6.5 Goals, Objectives and Policies
The goals, objectives and policies in this Chapter reflect on how the City’s natural and cultural environments will
be developed and utilized to further influence the growth and development of the City. These provide the City with
a guide for future investments as well as methods to develop and grow that not only protect these valuable
resources, but find unique and creative ways to utilize them in creating inviting atmospheres.
The Goals, Objectives and Policies support the four Guiding Principles for the Stevens Point Comprehensive Plan
– Livable, Connected, Sustainable and Resilient.

LIVABLE
Goa 1: Continue to seek ways to expand and further promote the practices of urban agriculture.
Objectives
a) Maintain the viability of the regional-agricultural sector that provides locally-grown food for
residents and raw materials for food processing and related businesses.
b) Increase the size of the Farmer’s Market, or create a second location within the community.
Policies
a. Work with neighboring communities to preserve important farmlands and avoid
fragmentation of agricultural areas in the region by encouraging infill and
redevelopment efforts and compact development patterns.
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b. Continue to support programs that connect farmers and consumers to bring locallygrown food into the community, including working with the Community Garden
Partnership and other organizations to provide locations, funds and staffing
assistance when possible for the development and maintenance of community
garden education on gardening.
c.

Implement the Path to a Sustainable Stevens Point report.

d. Identify and offer locations for urban agriculture through the lease of City property, or
other assistance in newer urban ag methods such as aquaponics.
Goal 2: Improve and maintain the rivers, lakes, ponds and wetlands of Stevens Point.
Objectives
a) Maintain the viability of the regional-agricultural sector that provides locally-grown food for
residents and raw materials for food processing and related businesses.
b)

Protect and enhance the aesthetic beauty of Stevens Point’s water resources for all to enjoy.
Policies
a. Identify and priority sensitive lands, distinctive open spaces and natural areas
surrounding the City’s lakes, rivers and stream that are work preserving and provide
for natural and recreational uses.

CONNECTED
Goal 3: Encourage identification, appreciation and protection of historic and cultural resources.
Objectives
a) Continue to review, update and expand when appropriate the local historic property
designation.
Policies
a. Adopts additional historic districts and properties per the 2011 intensive survey.
b. Educate property owners and encourage appropriate restoration of Stevens Point’s
historic resources.
c.

Continue to promote the Historic District designations, and to educate eligible
property owners on the availability of tax credits for improvements.

d. Advertise and market historic districts to further tourism and civic pride. Create
walking tours and brochures for historic districts and properties.
e. Continue to maintain the City’s status as a member of the Certified Local
Government Program through the Wisconsin Historical Society.
f.

Continue to promote beautification of the City. Work to continue utilizing the Design
Guidelines.
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g. Gain and maintain status as a WEDC Connect Community and Main Street
Community.
b) Support arts and culture through the adoption of policy and partnerships with the University,
Arts Alliance (Create Portage County) and other stakeholder groups.
Policies
a. Engage and partner with groups throughout the community to create cultural festivals
and other cultural heritage events.
b. Invest in arts, sculptures, murals and other creative avenues to promote Stevens
Point’s artists and heritage.
c) Use Room Tax revenues or other sources of funds to maintain City support of the Arts.
Policies
a. Encourage the Room Tax Allocation Commission to include allocations to support the
Arts.
SUSTAINABLE
Goal 4: Encourage land use patterns and practices that are environmentally sensitive and complement
the natural, hydrologic system, including the balance between ground and surface waters.
Objectives
a) Minimize the potential for pollution and contamination of local ground and surface waters.
Policies
a. Maximize opportunities as appropriate to convert manicured lands to prairie and
forest to improve ecological services, habitat and access to nature.
b. Reduce water consumption and improve water use efficiency to minimize impacts of
groundwater withdrawals on the Plover River.
c.

Engage volunteers in the restoration, maintenance, and preservation of the parks
system’s natural resources and woodlands.

d. Continue to enforce the City’s Wellhead Protection Plan.
e. Collaborate with local, county, state and federal organizations to plan for and fund
ecological management and restoration.
f.

Boundary Compatibility – Plan for a regulate land development on the boundaries of
conservancy uses to be compatible with the conservancy use and sensitive
environmental conditions. This includes public and private development activities.

g. Continue to abate the siltation and weed problem and other water quality problems of
McDill Pond in cooperation with the appropriate units of government. Emphasize the
analysis of the interrelationships between land use activities in the City and resulting
impacts to the pond.
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RESILIENT
Goal 5: Continue to preserve and enhance natural features and environmental quality to benefit Stevens
Point residents, businesses and visitors.
Objectives Encourage environmental stewardship.
Policies
a. Require natural resource features be accurately depicted on all site plans, certified
survey maps, preliminary and final plats.
b. Identify, implement and educate the public about “best management practices” for
stormwater management.
c.

Promote awareness of natural resources and critical resource issues in the City through
public education and volunteer stewardship activities in public parks and through
collaboration and partnership with local landowners, conservation groups (such as
Farmshed and/or Golden Sands Resource Conservation & Development), public
agencies, UW-Stevens Point and other stakeholders.

d. Continue to support the urban forestry programs and to continue developing the urban
tree canopy, and to mitigate invasive, such as EAB.
e. Work with FEMA to update and confirm floodplain boundaries. Work with property owners
and realtors on education of the floodplain boundaries, maps and regulations.
f.

Work towards cleaning water resources in the City through partnerships with the WDNR
and other organizations.

g. Maintain all local wetlands in Conservancy zoning in support of local conservancy goals
and State wetland regulations.
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