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AGENDA
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BPAC)
City Conference Room
County-City Building (City Hall)
1515 Strongs Avenue

May 18, 2017
11:00 AM

(A Quorum of the Plan Commission & City Council May Attend This Meeting)
1. Call to Order.
Consideration and Possible Action on the Following:
2. Review Comprehensive Plan Draft Chapter 5: Utilities & Community Facilities
3. Review Comprehensive Plan Draft Chapter 6: Agriculture, Natural and Cultural Resources
4. Adjourn

Any person who has special needs while attending these meetings or needs agenda materials for these
meetings should contact the City Clerk as soon as possible to ensure that a reasonable accommodation
can be made. The City Clerk can be reached by telephone at (715)346-1569 or by mail at 1515 Strongs
Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481.
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5.1 Introduction
Residents and businesses in the City of Stevens Point are served by a diverse set of public and private utilities
and other service providers. Wisconsin’s Smart Growth Law requires that comprehensive plans describe current
utilities and public facilities, and provide guidance concerning the future need for new services or the rehabilitation
of existing ones.
Stevens Point’s quality of life is enhanced by outstanding and reliable utilities and services. These help to make
Stevens Point a good place for residents and businesses alike. The City will continue to maintain a high standard
of service for those utilities, services, and facilities under its direct management, and will work with others to
ensure that they are supported in continuing to deliver quality service to their customers.

5.2 Existing Conditions
Water Supply, Wastewater and Stormwater Utilities
Responsibility for Stevens Point’s water, wastewater and stormwater systems lies within the Water and Sewerage
Department which maintains the distribution and collections systems, water production and the water treatment
plant and storage facilities, the wastewater treatment plant, and stormwater infrastructure.
Water Supply and Distribution
The City’s water system has eight wells in two locations. The City also has a water treatment plant that is used to
add chlorine, fluoride and blended phosphate to the City’s drinking water.
The water utility maintains three storage facilities with a total capacity of four million gallons. These include an
elevated tank (1.0 million gallons), a ground reservoir (2.5 million gallons), and a new elevated tank built in 2004
(750,000 gallons). An additional storage facility on the City’s east side may be warranted with continued growth.
Well 11 was the most recent addition – brought online in 2012 and has pumped nearly 3 million gallons per day.
The water distribution system is maintained to provide a pressure of 60-65 psi through over 141 miles of water
main. The average daily water usage is over 6 million
gallons.
To protect the municipal water supply, the City of
Stevens Point has a Wellhead Protection Overlay
District. This regulates land use within zones of
influence on the City wells or groundwater to mitigate
the potential degradation of water quality being sold to
customers.
Water rates in Stevens Point are among the lowest for
Portage County, and relatively low across the state
compared to utilities with over 3,000 services.
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With future development and growth on the City’s east side, there will be an increased need
for water
may need to explore an additional storage facility in the coming years.
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Wastewater Collection and Treatment
Stevens Point’s wastewater treatment plant was first constructed in 1940, went through several upgrades in 1953,
1963, and 1972, was reconstructed in 1992 and upgraded again in 1997 and 2003. The treatment system
consists of activated sludge and has a treatment capacity of 4.6 million gallons per day, with an average flow of
3 million gallons per day.
The City and Utility have been focused on energy conservation, and have begun using biogas and unused plant
capacity for heat recovery to heat the digester and building system. The Utility is also accepting High Strength
Waste (over 2 million gallons annually) which
generates significant tipping fee revenue.
With a partnership from Focus on Energy, the
Utility has set a goal to become an energy
producer.
The collection system serves the entire
developed area of the City, as well as the Village
of Park Ridge and an extended boundary
adjustment area southeast of the City. There are
over 114 miles of sanitary sewer along with
14 lift stations.
Inflow and Infiltration (I/I) is an ongoing concern
in communities across the nation, including
Stevens Point. There can be close to a million gallons per day of clear water infiltration into the sewage system
during wet-weather. Ongoing maintenance helps to reduce these.
The Villages of Plover and Whiting both have separate wastewater systems. This has been studied and
reaffirmed in the Areawide Water Quality Management Plan 2007-2027, that this remains the most cost effective
method for collecting and treating wastewater from these regional communities.
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Stormwater Management
Stevens Point has an EPA-regulated Phase-II municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) and is required to
have in the stormwater management program requirements of its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) stormwater permit. UW-SP is also an MS4 permit holder as well.
Stevens Point prepared a Stormwater Management Plan in 2007. This plans have prompted to the City to enact
best practices (such as street sweeping), to make improvements to existing stormwater management facilities,
and to construct additional stormwater management facilities. Stevens Point is also a member of the North
Central Storm Water Coalition that assists with education, outreach and public involvement components of the
permit.
The City has adopted ordinances that require and regulate buildings in floodplains, construction site pollutant
control, post-construction stormwater management, and illicit discharge detection and elimination.
In order to fund and manage these activities, the City has established a stormwater utility. This is set up as an
enterprise fund with a fee based on an equivalent runoff unit (ERU). An ERU is defined by the square footage of
impervious surface for an average home, and represents the runoff impact for such a home. The size of an ERU
varies by community, but for the City of Stevens Point, one ERU is equal to 3,364 square feet. Rates are based
on actual results and projected future costs.
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Electrical Power and Natural Gas Utilities
Wisconsin Public Service (WPS) provides natural gas to customers in Stevens Point.
Electricity is provided by WPS as well by way of several substations located throughout the City.
Hydro-electric power is also generated at the Verso Stevens Point Mill dam on the Wisconsin River. The plant is
operated by Consolidated Water Power Company.
Telecommunications
Private companies provide numerous alternatives for conventional, cellular, and VOIP telephone services within
the City of Stevens Point. Internet services are provided to most customers by companies offering DSL, cable, or
Wi-Fi services.
Stevens Point’s Zoning Ordinance (Sec. 23-02(4)(d)) addresses the siting and design of wireless
telecommunication facilities (cell towers). The City’s ability to regulate wireless telecommunications facilities is
limited by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and Wisconsin State Statute 66.0404. The City encourages
wireless telecommunications providers to co-locate facilities, and to utilize existing structures such as the City’s
water towers as an equipment location.

Police, Fire, and Emergency Services
Police, fire, and emergency services are provided by the City of Stevens Point. Personnel matters, including
hiring, disciplining and terminating sworn staff members, is overseen by the Police and Fire Commission, a nonpolitical body appointed by the Mayor.
Police Protection
The Stevens Point Police Department is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies (CALEA). The department was first accredited in 2001 and has periodically been reassessed to
maintain its accredited status. To be accredited, a department must meet 444 standards that have been compiled
by a board of experts in law enforcement.
The Police Department is presently comprised of a staff of 44 sworn staff and 39 civilian staff.
The department is housed in the basement of the City Hall/County Building.
Stevens Point has mutual aid agreements in place with most surrounding communities, in addition to participating
in several regional policing initiatives.
Several of the department’s programs are targeted toward preventing and abating criminal activity within the City.
These include:

•

Auxiliary Police Unit – volunteer officers that provide assistance with community functions including traffic
control, parades, and attending various school functions.

•

A Chaplaincy Program – providing round-the-clock resources during times of need.

•

GREAT – Gang Resistance Education and Training – a nine session program taught at the 7th grade level.

•

A Carrier Alert Program – whereby mail carriers who notice an elderly or handicapped person who lives alone
has not collected the previous days mail they contact law enforcement.
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•

Portage County TRIAD Program – A partnership between the seniors in the community and the local law
enforcement. This is based out of the Lincoln Center with regular meetings and activities that benefit seniors.

•

Stranger Danger Program – taught from pre-kindergarten to second grade.

•

Wanderer Program – designed to assist people with Alzheimer’s disease with contact information and a photo
to distribute if there is a problem with a person wandering.

•

A Police School Liaison program has been established and includes three schools where police liaison
officers are assigned full-time to schools to assist with concerns, respond to incidents, and teach/talk about
driver education, date violence and the GREAT Program.

Fire Protection and Emergency Services
The City of Stevens Point operates its own fire department with automatic/mutual aid assistance agreements with
most of the surrounding municipalities. There are over 40 staff members in the Department.
The department operates from two stations. Insurance
Service Offices (ISO) rating represents the
effectiveness of fire protection in a municipality on a
scale of one through ten. Class one is superior fire
protection and Class Ten meets no minimum criteria.
This rating is used by insurance companies as a factor
when setting insurance premiums for homeowners and
businesses. The City of Stevens Point’s ISO rating is
three.
Significant time and energy is spent communicating with the community about Fire Prevention – thus resulting in
the City having a relatively small property value loss due to fires.
The request for EMS service far outweigh those for fire and rescue service. The Stevens Point Fire Department
operates the ambulance service for all of Portage County. On average, about one-half of the calls for service are
for responses within the City of Stevens Point. The Department has four ambulances that are staffed round-theclock.
Municipal Facilities
Most of the City’s administrative services originate in City Hall – located at 1515 Strongs Avenue. This facility is
co-located with the Portage County courthouse. The City
currently has a 27 percent ownership interested in the
building. The City has been experiencing inefficiencies with
continued operation in this facility, as well as some safety
challenges associated with the location of the Police
Department, and coordination with Portage County over
court coordination and transportation of prisoners. In
addition, the existing facility is too large for the City to take
over complete operation. The City has explored options of
moving the City Hall to different locations, and will continue
to do so until a viable option exists. Approximately 96
employees are employed out of City Hall, with slightly more
than half being within the Police Department.

utilities and community facilities | page 10

draft 3.29.17

Page 12 of 46
County Government Facilities
A majority of Portage County’s facilities are located in downtown
Stevens Point in close proximity to the existing City Hall. Portage
County has been attempting to construct a new jail and
courthouse in the same approximate vicinity. Thus far, there have
been challenges with getting the project started, but this could
significantly impact the operation of the existing City Hall building.
The courthouse, jail, and court services are currently housed in
separate buildings, making security and transportation of
prisoners dangerous.
Portage County Public Library
The Main Branch of the Portage County Public Library is the Charles
White Library, located in the heart of downtown Stevens Point at 1001
Main Street. The facility was opened in 1992 and contains over
45,000 square feet on three levels. It sees heavy use, with a circulation
of nearly 400,000 items in 2015. The City owns the facility and the
County and the Portage County Library Foundation operates the
library.
There is also a library located on the University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point campus that is available to City residents.
K-12 Schools
Stevens Point is served primarily by the Stevens Point Area School District. It is also served by several private
schools offering pre-kindergarten through 12th-grade education. These schools, in particular the Stevens Point
Area High School, serve a large portion of Portage County that is
far beyond the City limits. Schools and their performance is also
mentioned in the Issues and Opportunities Chapter.
The Stevens Point Area School District currently enrolls 7,231
students in 15 schools or academic programs. Enrollment has
remained stable over several years, and little overall change is
projected. Data and other discussion is also included in the Issues
and Opportunities Chapter.
Some of the schools shown in the following lists are located in
other communities, in particular Plover. They remain listed as they
make up the entire School District - and much of the data is presented on the District level.
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Table 5-1
City of Stevens Point Area Public School District Enrollment
State Rank in
Size (District)

District

Stevens
Point Area

17 (out of 449)

County
Name

Type

School

Portage

Elementary

Bannach Elementary

PK

6

422

Portage

Elementary

Jefferson Elementary

KG

6

249

Portage

Elementary

Kennedy Elementary

KG

6

219

Portage

Elementary

Madison Elementary

KG

6

399

Portage

Elementary

Mc Dill Elementary

KG

6

395

Portage

Elementary

McKinley Center

KG

6

470

Portage

Elementary

Plover-Whiting Elementary

KG

6

443

Portage

Elementary

Roosevelt Elementary

KG

6

468

Portage

Elementary

Washington Elementary

KG

6

427

Portage

Junior High

Ben Franklin

7

9

811

Portage

Junior High

P.J. Jacobs

7

9

677

Portage

Junior High

Point of Discovery School

6

7

52

Portage

Senor High

Charles F. Fernandez Center

10

12

72

Portage

Senor High

SPASH

10

12

1519

Portage

Other

Other

N/A

N/A

608

Grades

2015-2016
Enrollment

TOTAL

7,231

Stevens Point students tend to perform at or above state averages across all grade levels and subjects. At the
high school level, Stevens Point students average a 22.9 score on the ACT exam, which is a required test for
admission to many colleges. The statewide average score was 22.1.
Table 5-2
2014-2015 ACT Scores by School District
English

Math

Reading

Science

Writing

Composite

Stevens Point Area

21.9

22.8

23.4

22.9

22.9

22.9

Wisconsin Average

21.4

21.9

22.4

22.2

22.2

22.1

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Private Schools
There are also several private schools that serve City residents whose children would otherwise attend the
Stevens Point Area public schools, as shown in Table 5-2. In 2005, private school enrollment within the District
was 1,241.
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Table 5-3
Private Schools for Stevens Point Area Public School Districts
Public School
District Area

Stevens Point
Area

Private Schools

Grades Served

2015-16
Enrollment

Pacelli Catholic Middle School

6th through 8th

132

Pacelli High

9th through 12th

219

Sacred Heart Grade School

K4 through 6th

28

Saint Bronislava Elementary

PK through 4th

104

Saint Paul Lutheran Grade School

PK through 8th

154

Saint Stanislaus Elementary

KG through 2nd

76

Saint Stephen Elementary

3rd through 5th

104

Stevens Point Christian Academy

KG through 12th

31

TOTAL

848

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Higher Education Facilities
Several adult education centers that offer higher education and continuing
education classes and programs are located in Stevens Point, including
most notable the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, and Mid-State
Technical College.
Mid-State Technical College
Mid-State Technical College (MSTC) is in the Wisconsin Technical
College System. Besides Stevens Point, there are also campuses in
Marshfield and Wisconsin Rapids, and a facility in Adams County as well.
University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point
In 1894, the Stevens Point Normal School was attended by 300 students upon initial opening. Since then, UWSP
has grown to be over 9,200 students with over 100 academic programs. The 400-acre main campus includes
several education buildings, the administration building and several residence halls. The North Campus also
includes the Schmeekle Reserve – which was described extensively in the previous Chapter.
These facilities represent significant investments in education within the Stevens Point community. They are
community assets that provide significant employment, and offer advanced educational opportunities in a variety
of areas. The development and investment in facilities is also an asset to the community.

Solid Waste and Recycling
Solid waste collection is provided by the City of Stevens Point once per week. Recycling is picked up every other
week. The department operates a site for municipal yard waste, one block north of the entrance to Bukolt Park, in
front of the City Garage at 100 Sixth Avenue. The site accepts grass clippings, brush, yard waste, metal,
appliances, tires, car batteries, and refuse. The City also provides curbside collection of yard waste annually in
the fall.
Hazardous waste disposal is managed through the Portage County Solid Waste Department March through
November. Hazardous materials include fuel, waste oil, paints, household cleaners, pest controls, and other
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chemicals. The partnership with Portage County is an important relationship for the safe and efficient disposal of
waste.

Health Care Facilities
There are several health care facilities in Stevens Point. Primarily facilities include the Portage County Health
Care Center, which is a 100-bed Skilled Nursing Facility, Ministry Saint Michael’s Hospital, which is a full-service
hospital that is also connected to a 100,000 square foot clinic, with a combined nearly 300 physicians. Aspirus
and Marshfield Clinics also have full-service clinics in Stevens Point with many units of specialization.

Additional Services
Stevens Point is served by a large number of other health care and related services, both within the City and in
surrounding areas. These include several medical clinics and ambulatory care centers, physicians, dentists,
physical therapists, and other health care professionals.
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Parks and Recreation
The City has a variety of park and recreational opportunities for
area residents to enjoy. In addition to maintaining park land and
equipment, the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department
provides programming for youth and adults, aquatic programs,
park facilities and reservations, and special events. There are
25 developed and several additional undeveloped park and
recreation facilities that are owned and operated by the City, in
addition to several privately owned facilities, and trails.
Developed parks comprise approximately 332 acres, and
undeveloped parklands comprise another roughly 330 acres. The
City has adequate parkland compared to the National Recreation
and Park Association (NRPA) standards
(10 acres/1,000 residents).
The City operates the Donald Copps Municipal Pool June
through August annually. This facility includes a pool with
swimming lanes, a diving well, a waterslide, zero-depth entry,
and a fountain splash area.
The Kids Are Special Here (KASH) Playground is a community
project whose mission was to build a universally accessible
playground. Fundraising efforts were used to completely
construct and maintain a public, wheel-chair accessible
playground at Mead Park. This facility was built over a poured
rubber surface which is smoother on wheels, more gentle on
falls, and more durable than other soft surfaces, such as wood
chips.

Park Name

Acres

Special Parks
McGlachlin Park
Pfiffner Park
Neighborhood Parks
Atwell Park
Hein Park

2.5
9.8
1.4
1.6

Morton Park
Slomann Park
Veteran’s Memorial
Texas Park
Plover Hills 1
Plover Hills 2

2.3
2.7
1.1
3.7
1.8
0.5

Plover River
Rice Street
River Woods
Koziczkowski Park
Parkwood
Yulga

15.5
0.8
2.7
10
1.8
26.1

Village Green
Village Green Natural Area
East Oaks
Conifer
Community Parks
Bukohlt Park

5.4
2.7
1.4
2.2

Goerke Park
Iverson Park
Mead Park
Zenoff Park

28
121
15.6
16

56

The K.B. Willett Ice Area is home to several skating
organizations and events that are held throughout
the year. The University and SPASH also utilize
this facility.
Winter sports activities are generally available,
weather permitting, at Iverson Park. There is a
sledding hill and toboggan run, lighted ice skating
rink, groomed cross-country ski trails, sledding hill
specifically designated for younger children.
There are several other recreational facilities within the City of Stevens Point. There are three golf courses in
Stevens Point, including Sentry World, the Stevens Point Country Club and the Wisconsin River Golf Club.
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Several disc golf facilities existing within
the City, including the Mead Park Disc
Golf Course, the McDill Pond Disc Golf
Course and the Yulga Disc Golf Course.
The City of Stevens Point has allocated
30 acres for the use of a fenced leashless
dog park. This is located at 601 Mason
Street.
Stevens Point has a modern and well
utilized YMCA located at 1000 Division
Street.
The University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point Recreation and Sports Facilities are
available to community-members for use.
This includes tennis courts, basketball
courts, an indoor track, and a climbing wall. For community members that are not students or staff, there is a
nominal charge to use these facilities.
Numerous other recreational properties, including school playground and the Schmeekle Reserve – are not
owned, maintained or operated by the City, but still strongly benefit the community’s quality of life as they are
accessible facilities for use by Stevens Point residents and visitors.
The City has developed a Five-Year Outdoor Park and Recreation Plan. This plan needs to be updated and the
City has begun that process. Improvements and other park-related needs are identified throughout that document,
and will assist the City in improving these facilities.

Child Care Facilities
Wisconsin began to require licensing of day care centers in 1949. The Wisconsin Department of Children and
Families currently lists licensed family day care providers and group day care providers in the City of Stevens
Point. Licensed family child care providers care for four to eight children. This care is usually in the provider's
home. Licensed group child care centers provide care for 9 or more children. A search of the database indicates
that there is a capacity for child care of approximately 1,700 children with Stevens Point addresses.
There are approximately 2,200 children under the age of 9 living in the City. As the central employment hub of the
region, however, demand for child care extends far beyond the City limits, as many parents may opt to find child
care closer to their place of employment. Within Portage County, the number of residents under 9 is nearly 7,500.

Senior Care Facilities
The City of Stevens Point is served by numerous senior care facilities. Community-based residential facilities
typically offer room and board and basic nursing care. Adult family home facilities provide similar services to
community-based residential facilities, but can only serve up to four adults at one time. A nursing home is a place
where five or more unrelated peoples receive care or treatment, and require 24-hour nursing services due to a
mental or physical condition. Residential Care Apartment Complexes are independent apartment units where
individuals needing up to 28 hours per week of supportive care, personal care or nursing services can reside.
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There are approximately 3,200 residents in Stevens Point 65 and over, and a capacity of approximately
650 senior care beds.
Table 5-4
Stevens Point Licensed Senior Care Facilities - 2017
Facility Type

Name
Ministry Behavioral Health/Res. Treatment Ctr.
Care Partners Stevens Point #2
Atrium Senior Living
Care Partners Stevens Point #1
Brookdale Memory Care
Aurora Residential Alternatives Inc.
Community Based
Wellington Place of Whiting
Residential Facility
North Haven
Willow Brooke Senior Living CBRF
Sylvan Crossings of Stevens Point
North Crest
Portage House
North Ridge
Aurora Residential Alternatives
Aurora Residential Alternatives
Adult Family
Homes
Aurora Residential Alternatives
Ambrosius House
Adult Day Care
Adult Day Care Center of Portage County
Atrium Post Acute Care
Nursing Home
Portage County Health Care Center
Atrium Senior Living at River View
Residential Care
Apartment
Willow Brooke Senior Living RCAC
Complexes
Brookdale
Source: Wisconsin Department of Children and Families

Address
201 Prentice Street North
3349 Bldg B Whiting Ave
1800 Sherman Avenues
3349 Bldg A Whiting Ave
5625 Sandpiper Drive
651 N 2nd Street
1902 Post Road
2301 Eagle Summit
1800 Bluebell Lane
100 North Green Avenue
2225 Eagle Summit
1019 Arlington Place
2201 Eagle Summit
5741 Sandpiper Drive
724 Hawk Lane
641 North Second Street
1905 Locust Street
1519 Water Street
1800 Sherman Avenue
825 Whiting Avenues
1800 B Sherman Avenue
1801 Lilac Lane
5625 Sandpiper Drive

Capacit
y
15
16
29
16
16
6
28
22
52
19
27
12
24
4
4
3
4
40
60
100
51
36
75

Cemeteries
There are two primary cemeteries within the City. Forest Cemetery is the second largest cemetery in Portage
County and is located on the corner of Patch Street and Cleveland Avenue. Union Cemetery was established in
1853 and taken over by the City in 1935. Other cemeteries throughout the City include Guardian Angel on Main
Street, St. Joseph on Prentice Street, St. Stephens on Clark Street, and Lutheran Cemetery on Patch Street.

5.3 Assessment of Future Needs
Introduction
Properly assessing future needs requires not only an understanding of existing conditions and critical issues, but
also an appreciation of broader utility and community facility trends. This section of the report highlights key
trends impacting utility and facility planning, followed by a discussion of sustainability, livability, connectedness,
and resiliency. It concludes with a description of local utility and facility issues which are seen as priorities by the
community.
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Much of the infrastructure and services provided to City residents have adequate capacity. However, with the
population growth, services and facilities may need to be reviewed to ensure they are adequately providing the
services to the populations needing them. It will be important to continue to monitor developments and their
impact to the facilities and services that residents and businesses depend on.

Key Trends
Technology and the Smart City
New technologies are emerging to support the development of “smart cities” where data is used to support better
decision making related to crime, traffic, public health, and many types of infrastructure. For example, fiber
capacity and internet connectivity are allowing cities to use data to help better forecast and respond to crime,
monitor energy and water consumption, and better manage traffic challenges.
Sustainable Infrastructure
Similar to the growth in the green building industry through certification programs such as LEED, there is growing
interest in how cities plan, design, construct, maintain, and decommission their infrastructure. A variety of rating
systems and other tools have been developed to respond to the trend, including ENVISION™, discussed below,
LEED for Neighborhood Development, and EcoDistricts.
Investment Gap
There is a growing gap between the amount of resources needed to sustain existing infrastructure and the
financial resources required to do so. According to the 2017 Infrastructure Report Card by the American Society
of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the nation’s infrastructure earned a “D+.” 1 Highlights from Wisconsin include:
•

Driving on roads in need of repair in Wisconsin costs each driver $637 per year;

•

17.3 percent of bridges are rated structurally deficient;

•

Drinking water needs and wastewater needs total $7.33 billion;

•

157 dams are considered to be high-hazard potential.

•

The state’s schools have an estimated capital expenditure gap of $836 million.

Electric Vehicles
As the push for utilizing more renewable energy continues, the increased use of Neighborhood Electrical Vehicles
(NEVs) will increase. Having the capacity to charge these vehicle batteries in a timely fashion is critical to their
viability.
Drones
Drone usage is growing for recreational, commercial and governmental purposes. Drone technology is becoming
more heavily tested and utilized for parcel delivery, photography, law enforcement surveillance and
reconnaissance, and use with building and structure inspections – particularly for tall facilities that would
otherwise require a manned-operation, such as water towers/tank inspections.

1

2017 Infrastructure Report Card,, ASCE

utilities and community facilities | page 18

draft 3.29.17

Page 20 of 46
Wireless Infrastructure
As technology becomes increasingly prevalent through mobile devices, carriers are investing in infrastructure to
accommodate the growing demand to provide sufficient data coverage. Communities are limited in the regulations
they can impose on the development and placement of infrastructure. A key challenge for utilities is to balance the
infrastructure needed to meet growing demand and position the City to remain competitive for business, while
maintaining a safe environment and addressing local neighborhood concerns.

Guiding Principles
LIVABILITY
Utilities and community facilities, particularly in an urbanized community, provide some of life’s most very basic
necessities. Without adequate infrastructure providing these basic necessities, development would not occur.
These infrastructure systems also set a community apart by providing a quality of life that will make the
community an attractive place to live, raise a family and do business.
CONNECTED
Community facilities, such as parks and trails, promote social interaction which builds social capital. Creating
community connections that are multi-generational and multi-cultural contributes to strong neighborhoods and
promotes community identity.
Connectedness also impacts business viability. Stevens Point has a significant business base with international
economic impacts. Making sure private utility providers, particularly those in the telecommunication industry are
providing fast, reliable and secure telecommunication access that is competitive on the global market is critical to
retaining and attracting a talented workforce and supporting Stevens Point’s business community.
RESILIENT
Utilities and community facilities are a critical component of sustainability and resiliency. Critical infrastructure
must be protected and to the extent possible and feasible, it is preferred to build in redundancy to ensure
operability and provisions so these services are available in the event of natural disasters. Utilizing park space
abutting waterways that can vary throughout the seasons is an excellent way of protecting public and private
investments from flood damage and other waterway impacts.
SUSTAINABLE
Sustainable infrastructure development encourages infill development that can take advantage of utility systems
that are already in place making use of existing and planned capacities. Doing so can have positive benefits from
an environmental, economic and social standpoint. Additional strategies to promote sustainable infrastructure
include incorporating low impact development or green infrastructure, incentivizing green buildings, and
integrating multi-modal transportation infrastructure to support denser development patterns. Solid waste
management, recycling, and renewable energy provide additional opportunities to deploy sustainable
infrastructure across the City.
For example, the City of Stevens Point and Portage County have undertaken efforts to increase the use of solar
energy production as well. As a result, they are considered one of the leading areas in Wisconsin to begin
strategizing and encouraging the additional use of solar energy.
The Path to a Sustainable Stevens Point, published June 1, 2008, includes the following goals related to utilities
and community facilities:
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Green Building and Energy
• The City will require energy modeling as part of architectural design in all new public building construction.
• Develop a City Sustainability Coordinator position on staff.
• Establish a baseline for all energy costs in the City.
• The City will prepare an annual report on energy use and costs in the City as well as steps taken to reduce
energy costs.
• The City will continue its support of an urban forestry program and seek a 40 percent tree canopy for the City
by assisting homeowners and incorporating this goal into City ordinances.
• The City will establish a physical location(s) where residents can get up-to-date information on energy
conservation, renewable energy, and green building. Any electronic website should also be developed to assist
in this effort.
• The City will develop an outreach program to regularly distribute energy conservation, renewable energy and
green building materials to city residents including students.
• The City will undertake a thorough review of all zoning and other ordinances to make energy conservation a
conscious part of the ordinance implementation process.
• The City will evaluate the opportunity to incorporate alternative energy and sustainable development strategies
in all of its development or redevelopment activities and will encourage citizens to incorporate alternative
energy and sustainability into residential projects.
• The City of Stevens Point will become a leader in renewable energy consumption.
• The City will adopt the LEED certification and rating system for all publicly-funded buildings by ordinance and
other governmental review processes.
• The City will undertake a comprehensive review of street light numbers, locations and intensity, with the goal of
reducing overall public lighting levels. The City should by ordinance and other governmental review processes
adopt a model “dark sky” lighting ordinance that addresses lighting location, acceptable fixture types, signage
lighting and other relevant aspects.
• The City will undertake a comprehensive review of traffic light settings with the intention of limiting the number
of intersections with 24-hour signal operation to a select group of specifically-identified high-traffic locations.
Parks and Tourism
• Provide parks, recreational facilities, open space, streetscapes, and waterways for the benefit, enjoyment,
health and wellbeing of Stevens Point residents.
• Maintain parks, open spaces, recreational facilities, and streetscapes through practical, economic, creative, and
collaborative means to achieve clean, safe, inviting, and inspiring spaces for people and wildlife.
• Promote and strengthen community participation in planning, creation, management, and stewardship while
building and improving the financial resources for our parks, open spaces, recreational facilities and
streetscapes.
Waste and Recycling
• Minimize waste creation by improving public understanding of source reduction as the most preferred method
of waste management.
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• Increase use of existing recycling and reuse options.
• Develop new recycling and reuse options.
• Increase composting participation.
• Increase use of cloth or reusable shopping bags.
• Reduce the number of single-use water bottles purchased and disposed of within our community.
• City governmental agencies will practice reduce, reuse, recycle.
Water and Wastewater
• Improve and maintain the groundwater resources of Stevens Point.
• Reduce environmental impacts of wastewater discharge and byproducts produced by the Stevens Point
community.
• Be knowledgeable stewards of all Stevens Point’s water resources.
The associated objectives and actions listed under each goal were reviewed and used to help identify appropriate
transportation goals, objectives, and policies for this chapter.
Planning, designing, constructing, and maintaining more sustainable and resilient infrastructure systems will
require new approaches and techniques. In addition to The Natural Step, there are several sets of guiding
principles, best practices, rating systems, and guidebooks which have been developed in order to support the
transition to a more sustainable and resilient transportation system. One of these – Envision – is described below.
Envision™
ENVISION™ is a sustainable infrastructure rating system administered by the Institute for
Sustainable Infrastructure. It was created to support transformational, collaborative approaches
that promote sustainable infrastructure development using a comprehensive, triple bottom line
approach toward decision-making. It is intended to foster a necessary and dramatic
improvement in the performance and resiliency of physical infrastructure across the full
economic, social, and environmental dimensions of sustainability. The rating system can be
used to help plan, design, and certify a wide range of infrastructure projects, including
transportation.
The rating system includes a total of 60 credits organized into five categories:
•

Quality of Life: Goal is to improve the project’s impact on the surrounding community

•

Leadership: Goal is to strengthen collaboration, stakeholder involvement, and long-term
planning considerations

•

Resource Allocation: Goal is to wisely manage materials, energy, and water resources used
for project

•

Natural World: Goal is to understand and minimize negative environmental impacts of
project

•

Climate and Risk: Goal is to minimize emissions and design for resilience - in both the shortterm and long-term
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Local Needs
Generally, infrastructure concerns as it pertains to City-owned utilities, were not a particularly large topic
throughout the community-involvements sessions. Some comments were made regarding aging infrastructure,
but these were not high priorities based on overall public comment. The exception – however – is regarding the
necessary infrastructure for private businesses to be secure in Stevens Point – and willing to expand, or, for
businesses looking to relocate, be confident in the City and region to be able to provide the necessary public and
private infrastructure needed to compete globally. The City does need to explore additional water storage capacity
on the east side as economic growth continues in this direction.
The City’s park and recreation facilities are very highly regarded based on the public participation. There are
ongoing improvements that will continue to be made to the City’s available park and recreation facilities – but as a
whole – these are regarded very highly.
One are of improvement that was identified heavily in the public participation sessions are potential improvements
to the riverfront area – and developing a stronger connection from the river to downtown. A riverfront connection
in and near the downtown could help bolster additional activities, would allow for an area of recreational and
social engagement, and further promote the waterways of the region.
Other concerns regarding the water quality of McDill Pond – relating to street maintenance activities, particularly
with regard to snow removal and sanding/salting had some identify this as a relatively high priority concern.
Improving the stormwater collection and detention systems to capture as much runoff and/or snowmelt will be
important investments in ensuring that surface water quality is retained.
The City of Stevens Point has a large garage facility for vehicle storage and maintenance in Bukholt Park. There
have been thoughts of relocating this outside of the City Park. The reuse of that facility or space should be
planned for if there is a time when this move become advantageous for the City.
The existing City Hall is in a facility that is co-owned with Portage County. Portage County has been actively
searching for viable options to relocate their services that are housed within this facility. The currently facility is
somewhat dated, oversized to house only City services, and the City has indicated that it would prefer to explore
other options rather than taking over sole operation of this facility. The City has explored some options for doing
this – but further attention and explanation should occur to avoid the possibility of Portage County vacating and
leaving the City with limited options other than to be the sole entity operating from this facility.

5.4 Goals, Objectives and Policies
Utilities and Community Facility goals, objectives and policies reflect a vision of what Stevens Point’s public and
private infrastructure systems should provide. They will also help guide priorities for future investment as publiclymaintained local systems, in partnership with regional or state agencies, or in partnership with private entities.
These utility and facility goals, objectives and policies provide the City with a means to measure the performance
of the infrastructure system over time, and as necessary, an opportunity to reassess, revise and/or supplement
the desires of the community. Goals indicate a specific policy direction and assist in organizing individual
objectives and more defined policies. The following goals, objectives and policies are not ranked or presented in
order of importance or need.
The Utilities and Community Facility Goals, Objectives and Policies support the four Guiding Principles for the
Stevens Point Comprehensive Plan – Livable, Connected, Sustainable and Resilient.
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LIVABLE
Goal 1: Provide City utilities to all residents in a safe, efficient, resilient and cost-effective manner.
Policies
a. Promote adequate and efficient corporate utilities for City residents, commerce and industry.
b. Prioritize infill and/or redevelopment of blighted properties to better utilized existing utility facilities,
over greenfield expansions where facilities and service needs to be extended.
c.

Support long range utility planning which factors into consideration changes in local and regional
climate conditions.

Goal 2: Provide emergency response services to all residents in an efficient manner.
Objectives
a) Maintain or improve the City’s ISO rating (currently 3)
b) Evaluate the need for additional stations and staffing requirements when considering population
and/or territory growth

CONNECTED
Goal 1: Ensure that public and private utilities are in place to allow for businesses to prosper and be competitive
on a global scale.
Objectives
a.

Coordinate with appropriate City departments and private utility providers to plan for future growth,
expansion of the City, and advancement of technology.

b.

The City should evaluate its existing development regulations to determine the suitability of future
mobile device infrastructure capacity.

Policies
a.

Develop a public/private task force to identify strategies to improve broadband access and
connectivity.

Goal 2: Maintain and provide community facilities and services that will keep the City of Stevens Point an
attractive community in which to live and work.
Objectives
a) Provide adequate police and fire protection and emergency services to all areas of the City.
b) Promote health and medical facilities and social services to meet the needs of all residents.
c) Provide an adequate and efficient level of governmental services and facilities to City residents.
d) Encourage the provision of a wide variety of social, cultural and educational activities for the benefit
and enjoyment of all City residents.
Policies
a. Identify opportunities to incorporate public area into municipal infrastructure including but not limited
to utility boxes, sidewalks, manhole covers, etc.
b. Continue to provide police, fire, emergency medical services, social and medical services, and
government services that attain the highest levels of efficiency while providing for the maximum
safety and welfare of City residents.
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c.

Continue to work with the Stevens Point Public and Private School Districts, Mid-State Technical
College, and the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point to strengthen and enhance educational
opportunities within the community.

d. Utilize capital improvements programming to ensure long range financial planning for anticipated
public improvements.
Goal 3: Strive for a park and outdoor recreation system which satisfies the basic outdoor recreation and open
space needs of City residents, area residents and visitors in an economical and environmentally sensitive
fashion.
Objectives
a. Update the City’s Comprehensive Outdoor Park and Recreation Five-Year Plan.
Policies
a. Update the City’s Comprehensive Outdoor Park and Recreation Five-Year Plan.
b. Develop a park and recreation system that provides for the year-round recreation and leisure time
needs of the people in the community and to provide for their personal refreshment.
c.

Develop a park and recreation system that will provide sites with equal accessibility for all, encourage
sites which are property maintained while reducing the conflicting uses of recreation lands and
surface waters.

Policies
a. Develop a plan for the Riverfront along with a connectivity element to Downtown Stevens Point.
b. Promote wildlife habitat and ensure the preservation and protection of wetlands and river corridors.
c.

Cooperate with the County, School District, University and adjacent units of government on the
development of facilities, watersheds and programs that serve all residents in the area.

d. Emphasize the natural beauty and resources in the planning and development of parks and open
spaces, to provide for quality design, construction of parks and open spaces and to ensure increased
improvement in water quality.
e. Provide neighborhood parks in accordance with adopted standards, and work to minimize the effect
of conflicting uses or recreational lands.
f.

Prepare a detailed development plan for each park and recreation facility.

g. Utilize other publicly owned land for open space needs whenever possible and cooperate with private
landowners in providing public access to recreation and privately owned land.
h. Develop and maintain “natural” parks and open space corridors that provide recreation opportunities,
protect wildlife habitats and preserve wetlands and river corridors.
i.

Continue to provide a system of linear trails and green belt areas in order to connect existing and
future City park developments to one another and to neighboring communities’ parks.

j.

Provide a wide range of sports and other programming appropriate to age, gender and physical
condition and interests of the individuals.

k.

Provide for health education.

l.

Provide for social relations which contribute to physical health.

Policies
a. Prepare and administer the long-range planning of the City’s Room Tax Fund.
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SUSTAINABLE
Goal 1: Develop utilities in a sustainable manner.
Objectives
a. Development at urban densities should be permitted only in areas that can be efficiently and
economically be served by public utility systems.
Policies
a. Review existing standards for different classes of roadway including, but not limited to, road width,
need for sidewalks, curb radii, and traffic calming techniques.
b. Work with utility providers to promote energy conservation practices.
c.

Encourage the provision of public utilities in areas that are most efficiently served and that are
environmentally suitable for urban development. Develop utilities with concern for aesthetic
appearance and integration with surrounding environments.

Policies
a. Preserve areas most accessible for utility expansion for future sanitary sewer expansion.
b. Place overhead utilities underground when feasible.
c.

Establish proper buffer zones between overhead utilities, substations, and treatment facilities and
residential and commercial uses.

d. Require consolidation or grouping of utility boxes for more efficient service and maintenance.

e. Identify design guidelines for cell towers and wireless communication devices. Emphasis
should be given to preserve viewsheds, screen to the extent possible, and locate in safe
locations using existing infrastructure and buildings when possible.
f.

Consider utilizing one or more of the rating system programs, such as Envision, to evaluate, design
and construct new or reconstructed infrastructure.

g. Continue to require new development to pay the cost of municipal service extensions, so existing
residents and businesses are not burdened with inequitable taxes or service costs.
Goal 2: Stevens Point will continually increase the efficiency of fueled vehicles and continually increase the use of
alternative-fueled vehicles.
Objectives
a. Stevens Point steadily incorporates alternative-fueled vehicles into the city’s fleet and public transit
vehicles, and the community as a whole.
b. Stevens Point city government supports the infrastructure for vehicles to operate more efficiently,
while planning for the future
Policies
a. Accommodate alternative fueled vehicles in public parking infrastructure and encourage in private
sector parking.
b. Implement the Path to a Sustainable Stevens Point report and the utility and community facilityrelated goals.
c.

Adopt a Neighborhood Electric Vehicle (NEV) or other low-emission vehicle allowance ordinance
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Goal 3: The City of Stevens Point will be a leader in sustainable development.
Objectives
a. Utility sustainable practices and rating systems in the development of public buildings and structures.
b. Evaluate publicly owned and operated facilities for energy efficiency baselines.
Policies
a. Evaluate proposed facility improvements to determine potential improvements to make that will return
a positive cash flow for the City.
b. Construct all new City facilities to LEED, Green Globes, or similar standards, as appropriate.
c.

Encourage the private sector to construct using sustainable materials and practices.

Policies
a. Create and retain a repository of information for green building practices.
b. Develop a best practices guide for private homeowners and business owners.
c.

Contain neighborhood outreach efforts on how to make sustainable improvements to properties in a
cost-effective manner.

d. Review City codes and ordinances to ensure they are supportive of sustainable development.
e. Ensure City staff representatives are trained and well-versed in sustainable development so they can
answer questions from the development community.
f.

Consider offering an incentive program for sustainable development practices being incorporated into
projects.

RESILIENT
Goal 1: Provide for public and private utilities that are resilient.
Objectives
a. Develop strategies that protect critical assets and ensure their operability under extreme
circumstances.
Policies
a. Develop infrastructure in a manner that has redundancy available in areas that are susceptible to
natural disasters when feasible and cost-effective.
b. Support and participate in local and regional efforts regarding groundwater protection.
Policies
a. Utilized City resources, including adopted planning documents and ordinances, to manage the
intensity and type of land activities within the City’s wellfields’ recharge area, for the purpose of
mitigating and/or avoiding groundwater contamination and to protect the health, welfare and property
values of City residents and businesses.
b. Promote fair and equitable distribution of benefits and costs for future public utility extensions.
c.

Continue to seek federal, state, private and local funding for parks and greenways and utility and
facility improvements, including Tax Increment Financing (TIF), Community Development Block
Grants (CDBG), Special Assessments and Impact Fees. Review City policies and update as needed.
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6.0 Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources
6.1

Existing Conditions

6.2

Existing Programs

6.3

Summary of Existing Conditions

6.4

Assessment of Future Needs

6.5

Goals, Objectives and Policies

6.1 Introduction
This element of the Comprehensive Plan is meant to document and
discuss conditions and trends, and to formulate goals, objectives
and policies with regard to several attributes of the community, including:
•
•
•
•

agriculture and agricultural lands;
natural resources, including metallic and non-metallic mining;
historic resources; and
cultural resources.

These features are important in their own right, but are often interrelated with other elements of the
Comprehensive Plan. Agriculture, for instance, may play a role in the local economy. Floodplains and wetlands
may impact land use patterns or lead to related infrastructure needs (i.e. storm water conveyance). This chapter
will attempt to define these relationships through its analysis of existing conditions.

6.2 Existing Conditions
Agriculture remains an important element of the regional economy, although its role within the City of Stevens
Point is somewhat limited. As of 2012, there were 969 farms and 278,673 acres in farms in Portage County.
About 72 percent of this total, or 201,386 acres, is cropland. Corn, forage, and vegetables (potatoes) are the
primary crops.
Cattle and calves make up a vast majority of the livestock farmed in Portage County, totaling 107,430 on 1,409
farms in 2012. Other livestock raised in the area includes poultry, hogs, and lambs.
In 2015, there were 26 parcels and 622 acres of land in Stevens Point that are assessed as agricultural as
reported by the Wisconsin Department or Revenue.

6.2.1

Urban Agriculture

Urban agriculture has been discussed at the City-level recently. Neighborhood gardening has been increasing in
popularity. There are three neighborhood gardens that operate on the north and west sides of Downtown. The
sites for these are provided by Golden Sands Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council.
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The Stevens Point Farmers Market, held at Mathias Mitchell
Public Square, has been the focal point for farmers selling
their goods since 1847. This is the “longest running farmers
market in Wisconsin.” The market is open from May through
October, and is managed by the Stevens Point Farmers
Market Association.

The Central Rivers Farmshed, Inc. (Farmshed) works to
expand the connection between local residents and their
food by providing opportunities for participation, education,
cooperation and action to support a local food economy in
Central Wisconsin. They operate a 35,000 square foot
community food center in Stevens Point, which includes a
production greenhouse, community kitchen, gathering space
and learning center.

Farmer's Market. Photo Credit: KT Elements

The Stevens Point Area Cooperative is a grocery business that focuses on delivering high-quality natural, organic
and locally sourced products at competitive process. Community supported agriculture (CSA) is a growing
strategy for providing fresh farm products to urban households. A CSA operates by selling "shares" of its
production to individual households. Throughout the growing season, the household is provided with an allotment
of whatever crops may be harvested at the time. Community supported agricultural programs currently provide
service to Stevens Point.

agricultural, natural and cultural resources | page 2

draft 1.13.17

Page 30 of 46
6.2.2

Topography

The City of Stevens Point is relatively flat, averaging about 1,100 feet above sea level. The flat terrain provides
challenges with drainage when developing, and when adding hard surfaces that prevent water from infiltrating into
the ground.
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6.2.3

Bedrock Geology

The City of Stevens Point lies along the Central
Sand Hills and Central Sand Plains geological
provinces. The northern third of Stevens Point
generally has high bedrock, low groundwater supply,
clay soils and poor drainage. The southern twothirds of the City – primarily the Urban Area – has
sand plain features with well-drained soils, relatively
flat topography and good groundwater supply.

6.2.4

Soils

Plainfield loamy soil is the most frequently found soil
type in the City. This generally is found south of STH
66. Other areas of the City see denser soils that are
subject to greater heaving and swelling due to frost
conditions.

6.2.5

Mineral Resources

No mining exists within the City of Stevens Point.

6.2.6

Source: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Watersheds and Surface Water

Lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, intermittent waterways, and natural drainage ways make up the surface waters of
Stevens Point and Portage County. These resources are all water bodies, standing still or flowing, navigable and
intermittent, including natural drainage ways that collect and channel overland rainwater or snowmelt runoff.
Natural drainage ways are characterized by intermittent streams, threads, rills, gullies, and dry washes that
periodically contribute water to first-order streams. There are also many artificial drainage ways where the natural
drainage ways have been altered by human activity. All of these features have the ability to transport sediment
and pollutants and are affected by their watersheds, the land that surrounds them.
Stevens Point is located in the Little Eau Claire River, Plover and Little Plover River, and Mill Creek watersheds.
All of these watersheds are severely impacted by non-point source pollutants, many from agricultural operations
and animal-related industries.
The Wisconsin River, Plover River and McDill Pond are the major surface waters in Stevens Point. These are
heavily utilized water bodies throughout the community. The Wisconsin River traverses the western point of the
City. Lake Joanis, located on the Schmeekle Reserve, is also a widely recognized body of water, but has a much
different use in that motor boats are not allowed on the lake. Much of the shoreland is undevelopable and is
utilized as parkland or green space.
McDill Pond is created by a dam on the Plover River in the Village of Whiting to the south of the City limits. The
Plover River is restricted by the dam and the water held back creates McDill Pond at the City’s southern
boundary.

6.2.7

Impaired Waters

The Wisconsin River is on the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 303d impaired waters list for
PCB’s and Mercury. These determinations indicate when water bodies are not meeting state or federal water
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quality standards, and are used to establish a method to protect and restore the quality of Wisconsin’s surface
waters.

6.2.8

Outstanding and Exceptional Resource Waters

There are no outstanding or exceptional water resources as identified by the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources within Stevens Point’s boundaries. The Wisconsin River is identified by the WDNR as an Area of
Special Natural Resources Interest (ASNRI), as is Lake Joanis. Areas of Special Natural Resources Interest
include designated state natural areas, designated trout streams, water inhabited by endangered, threatened,
special concern species or unique ecological communities identified in the Natural Heritage Inventory, wild rice
waters, federal or state waters designated as wild or scenic rivers, waters in
“A high capacity well is a well on a
high capacity property. A high
areas identified in a special area management plan or special wetland inventory
capacity property is one property that
study, and water in ecologically significant coastal wetlands along Lakes
has or will have one or more wells
Michigan and Superior as identified in the Coastal Wetlands of Wisconsin. The
with a combined capacity of 70
gallons per minute (gpm) or more.”
Wisconsin River and Lake Joanis are both identified as Priority Navigable
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Waterways.
Resources.
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6.2.9

Point Source Discharges

The WDNR regulates the discharge of pollutants to waters of the state through the Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (WPDES) program. This limits and sets forth a process to monitor discharges for pollutants.
The City has a WPDES permit for the wastewater
treatment plant, as does NewPage Wisconsin
Systems Inc. The City, University and Village of
Plover are all Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
(MS4) permittees, meaning they are required to
take efforts to reduce polluted storm water runoff.

6.2.10 Area High Capacity Wells
Many central Wisconsin municipalities utilize
deeper aquifers for obtaining water supply. There
are numerous high capacity wells in the City,
including several that serve golf courses and other
irrigation needs, as well as multiple owned and
operated by the City of Stevens Point Water Utility
for public drinking water.

6.2.11 Groundwater
Groundwater is the primary source of potable water.
The City’s water comes from very deep wells which
provide excellent quantity and quality water. This
water is somewhat susceptible to groundwater
contamination from agricultural practices, however
the City’s primary wells are somewhat separated
from these areas by the Plover River. The City of
Stevens Point has a Wellhead Protection Plan and
ordinance in place to help protect water quality.
Areas to the north and east of the City have
experienced groundwater quality issues due to
private on-site wastewater systems and private
wells being in close proximity to one another.

6.2.12 Shorelands
Shorelands provide valuable habitat for both
aquatic and terrestrial animals and vegetation, and also act as buffers and thus serve to protect water quality.
However, shorelands are also considered prime residential building areas because of their scenic beauty.
Recognizing this conflict, and in order to maintain the environmental, recreational, and economical quality of our
water resources, the State of Wisconsin requires counties to adopt and enforce a shoreland ordinance.
As required by the State, shorelands are defined as:
• all land within 1,000 feet of the ordinary high water mark of a lake, pond or flowage; or
• all land within 300 feet of the ordinary high water mark of a river or stream or to the landward side of the
floodplain, whichever is greater.
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Incorporated municipalities are allowed to create and enforce their own shoreland zoning ordinances that differ
from the State’s regulations. The City of Stevens Point defines shorelands in the same regard as the State.

6.2.13 Floodplains
One sensitive land feature that most residents are aware of is the floodplain, the flood-prone
lands adjacent to water bodies. Floodplains can be desirable development areas due to the
proximity to lakes, rivers and streams, but pose additional problems by
possibly putting residents and property at risk. Development in
floodplains can also affect the environmental quality of the waterway.

“According to the Wisconsin
Emergency Management
Division, Wisconsin communities
experienced significant flooding
each year from 1990-2001,
except 1994. A Federal Disaster
Declaration was granted for nine
of those years. Total damages to
public and private property
(including agricultural damages)
during that time period totaled
more than one billion dollars”
(Ohm, Brian. Planning for
Natural Resources. P. 28, 2002.)

According to FEMA, floodplains exist along the Wisconsin and Plover
Rivers. However, the potential for property damage within these areas
is minimal, as they are protected by dams and levees. Development
within the floodplain is usually assessed through the use of the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) developed by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

It is important to remember that these maps are no substitute for site specific analysis. Natural and man-made
changes in the landscape, and the age and accuracy of flood insurance maps have in some cases limited their
reliability for the identification and designation of floodplains. The City also has floodplain development regulations
in their zoning ordinance which should be consulted prior to any construction activity.

6.2.14 Wetlands
There are a number of wetland areas within the watersheds that can affect water levels
of rivers flowing through the City of Stevens Point. Wetlands are defined by the state
statute as “an area where water is at, near, or above the land surface long enough to be
capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophytic (water-loving) vegetation and which has
soils indicative of wet conditions.” Wetlands may be seasonal or permanent and are
commonly referred to as swamps, marshes, or bogs. Wetland plants and soils have the
capacity to store and filter pollutants, replenish groundwater supplies, store floodwaters
and maintain stream flows.

“…wetlands serve a vital role in
nature, are part of the balance of
nature and are essential to the
purity of the water in our lakes
and streams. Swamps and
wetlands are a necessary part of
the ecological creation and now,
even to the uninitiated, possess
their own beauty in nature.” (The
Wisconsin Supreme Court in Just
v. Marinette County (1972).

Wetland areas exist along the Wisconsin River and Plover Rivers and on the City’s
north side. The Schmeekle Reserve has been proactive in preserving wetlands within its boundaries.

6.2.15 Steep Slopes
Steep slopes that are prohibitive to development, in general, are not prevalent in and around Stevens Point.

6.2.16 Forest and Woodlands
Woodlands are an important feature of Stevens Point. Urban forestry has been practiced by the City as the
importance of trees in providing economic, ecological and environmental benefits are realized.
Stevens Point is a Tree City USA, a designation given by the National Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with
the USDA Forest Service and the National Association of State Foresters to communities who promote urban
forestry programs. The City has been a member of this program for over 35 years, and has received its twelfth
Growth Award for demonstrating progress in the community forestry program by developing a street tree
management program and for increased tree planting.
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The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) has been confirmed in the City. An EAB Management Plan was developed in
2014/5 to address the impacts this invasive species will have on local trees. The City also has an Urban Forest
Management Plan, completed in 2010, with specific recommendations on how best to preserve and manage the
City’s urban forest.
Figure 6-2
Stevens Point Natural Resource Map

6.2.17 Wildlife, Wildlife Habitat and Open Space
Scattered throughout Portage County are various federal, state, and local wildlife, fishery, natural and scientific
areas, including private conservancy areas. These often encompass one or more of the sensitive land areas
discussed previously (e.g., wetlands, forests, shorelands, prairies). These areas are managed as open space to
provide important feeding, breeding, nesting, cover, and other habitat values to a wide variety of plant and animal
species.
Fish and wildlife habitat are contained within the Wisconsin and Plover Rivers, and the Schmeekle Reserve. The
Jordan Marsh and Mosey Creek corridors are also wildlife corridors and areas.
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Urban deer management has been an ongoing concern for the City. Efforts have been made to conduct local deer
herd cullings, and there is an active Deer Management Committee.

6.2.18 Rare and Endangered Species and Natural Communities
According to the WDNR Natural Heritage Inventory, Portage County is home to many animal and plant species,
as well as natural communities that can be considered rare or endangered.
Stevens Point lies within two town ranges in Portage County. The areas where Stevens Point lies have been
identified as having many endangered species and natural communities by the WDNR’s Natural Heritage
Inventory (NHI) (http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/NHI/data.asp). Due to the fluidity of this list, a comprehensive list is not
provided here. References to the weblink above should be made when exploring areas and the potential for rare
and endangered species presence.
These species are protected, and as such, are preserved to the extent possible.

6.2.19 Cultural Resources Existing Conditions
Preservation of historic and cultural resources is important
to the vitality of any community. The City of Stevens
Point has a rich history that originally centered on logging
and railroads. While the importance of these to the region
have become less prominent, they are still an important
part of the City’s character and history.
Stevens Point was settled by George Stevens in 1836
from a boom in the logging of what is now Central
Wisconsin. Loggers found the spot along the Wisconsin
River a convenient stopping point. The first plat for what
would become the City of Stevens Point was completed in
1847.
QGallery. Photo Credit: KT Elements
The Portage County Historical Society operates four museums and was formed for the promotion and
preservation of items having historical interest to the Portage County area. They also maintain an archives
housed at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point as well as the Malcolm Rosholt Online Archives.
Stevens Point is recognized by the State of Wisconsin as a Certified Local Government, a designation that carries
responsibilities for review of historic resources within the City. The City of Stevens Point adopted a Historic
Preservation Ordinance with the purpose and intent to protect, enhance, perpetuate and use sites of special
character or architectural or historic interest or value to the public.
The Historic Preservation/Design Review Commission and Common Council have identified “Local Landmarks
and Districts.” Modifications to these local landmark properties require exterior alterations to be reviewed and
approved prior to work being initiated, and it must be consistent with the historic character of the property.
Locally Designated Historic Structures
Property or Building

Address
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Folding Furniture Works Building*

1020 First Street

1920

Fox Theater*

1116-1128 Main Street

1910

Hardware Mutual Insurance Companies Building*

1421 Strongs Avenue

1924

Hotel Whiting*

1408 Strongs Avenue

1923

Jensen J.L. House*

1100 Brawley Street

1915

Kuhl Christina House*

1416 Main Street

1886

McMillan David House*

1924 Pine Street

1950

Nelson Hall*

1209 Freemont Street

1915

Stevens Point State Normal School*

2100 Main Street

1894

Temple Beth Israel*

1475 Water Street

1905

Frame Memorial Church

1300 Main Street

1865

Church of the Intercession

1417 Church Street

1971

Andrae House

1249 Clark Street

1880

WI Bell Building

1045 Clark Street

-

J.W. Moxon House

1700 College Avenue

1920

Carl Hassell House

2317 Jefferson Street

1940

Dr. Alfred Earl House

1924 Main Street

1910

Edward McGlachlin House

2017 Main Street

1950

A.J. Agnew House

1901-03 Pine Street

1915

W.J. Clifford House

1554 Strongs Avenue

1960

John Slothower House

1640 Main Street

1920

Matthew Wadleigh House

2024 Main Street

1910

Phillip Rothman House

1716 Water Street

1938

A.G. Green House

1501 Main Street

1890
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G.W. Green House

1424 Clark Street

1920

Fisher House

1808 Clark Street

1935

Mathias, Mitchell Public Square District*

-

-

Clark Street Historic District

-

-

*Also listed on the State or National Historic Registries.
The City of Stevens Point is also encouraging and sponsoring the nomination of five districts to the State and
National Register of Historic Places. These designations help enable properties to be eligible for tax credits when
performing rehabilitation or
restoration activities. The five districts
are:
-

Church of Intercession – St.
Stephen R. C. Church
Historic District

-

Church Street Residential
Historic District

-

Clark Street – Main Street
Historic District

-

Pine Street – Plover Street
Historic District

-

Sunset Fork Residential
Historic District.

Stevens Point has installed
interpretive signage that document
and explain the importance of historic
sites in the City.
Culture in its broadest sense, can refer to a particular
ethnic or sociological grouping, or to music, literature,
lifestyle, painting and sculpture, theater and film and other
arts. These areas of culture will be explored in greater
detail in the Arts and Culture Chapter of this plan.

6.3 Existing Agricultural, Natural, and
Cultural Programs
Numerous Federal, State, Regional, Local, and private
plans and programs exist which contribute to the
preservation, conservation, or management of agricultural,
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natural, and cultural resources in Portage County. Although no list can be exhaustive, a partial list is shown
below.
• Farmland Value Use Assessment
This program allows farmland to be assessed based on the lands ability to produce income from agricultural
uses, rather than its potential market value to developers.
• Wisconsin Farmland Preservation Program
Wisconsin farm owners are eligible to receive a state income tax credit, provided their county has a Farmland
Preservation Plan in place.
• Forest Land Tax Program
These programs are run by the Wisconsin DNR and encourage sustainable forestry on private lands by offering
tax incentives to landowners.
• Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permits (WPDES)
This DNR operated program regulates municipal and industrial operations discharging wastewater to surface or
groundwater.
• Wisconsin Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Permits (MS4)
Wisconsin municipalities and counties within urbanized areas are required to have Municipal Separate Storm
Sewer (MS4) permits. These permits require municipalities to reduce polluted storm water runoff by
implementing storm water management programs with best management practices. In Portage County, the City
of Stevens Point, the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, and the Village of Plover are all MS4 permitees.
• Wisconsin Historical Society
The Historical Society was founded in 1846 and helps people to connect with the past by maintaining and
collecting stories and items. This organization also has grant funding available to help local communities
identify and preserve historical features.
• Wisconsin’s Historical Preservation Plan 2006-2015
This plan outlines specific goals and objectives to protect and enhance the state’s cultural resources.
• Stevens Point Urban Area – Area Wide Water Quality Management Plan 2007-2027 Update
This plan helps in developing a sanitary sewer service area for the Stevens Point Urban Area.
• Portage County Land and Water Resource Management Plan 2014-2019
Each Wisconsin county is required by state law to develop a County Land and Water Plan. It is meant to serve
as a guide for local conservation efforts that are administered by various regulatory organizations.
• City of Stevens Point Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 2010-2015
This plan inventoried existing recreational facilities and identified future needs. The City is planning an update
to this plan in 2017.
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• City of Stevens Point Ordinances
Ordinances have been adopted to aid in the effort of conserving resources and protecting landowner rights,
land values, and the public health and safety.

6.4 Assessment of Future Needs
6.4.1

Introduction

Cities and regions are competing globally to attract and retain
entrepreneurs and a highly skilled workforce. Natural and cultural
resources are critically important ingredients for creating the type of
healthy, vibrant communities where people want to live, work, learn,
and play. By investing in local and regional distinctive assets and
culture, cities help foster innovation and entrepreneurial commercial
activity, resulting in a more resilient local economy.

6.4.2

Key Trends

6.4.2.1 Arts
Stevens Point is home to an emerging arts and culture scene anchored
by several prestigious venues such as the Fox Theater, owned by
CREATE Portage County and used for occasional art shows, the Smith
Scarabocchio Art Museum, Sculpture Park and the Riverfront Arts
Center, as well as programs by regional agencies, such as the
American Suzuki Institute at UWSP, one of only two accredited colleges
of fine arts in Wisconsin. These are reinforced by several commercial
Art in the Park. Photo Credit: Stevens Point
enterprises and annual events, such as ArtsWalk, Art in the Park and
Journal Media
Festival of the Arts. There is also a thriving local music scene supported
by numerous downtown establishments. The economic and social impact of these assets and events on Stevens
Point can be seen in the growing participation and investments in the arts events and community in Stevens
Point. An excellent example of this is the Fox Theater, which is currently vacant, but has seen significant interest
and investment. A capital campaign is underway and has been going for some time to develop a plan and
resources to invest in saving the historic structure so that in the near future, it can be renovated into a structurally
sound facility and able reopen to performances once again.
6.4.2.2 River restoration, cultural interpretation, and public access
A key trend impacting natural resources throughout the Upper
Midwest is the significant amount of investment occurring along
river corridors. Rivers used to be something communities turned
their back towards as transportation networks, but now river
frontage, particularly in urban areas close to downtowns has
seen significant demand and investments. The City has made
significant investments in redeveloping the downtown, and an
accessible but missing link is the waterfront along the
Wisconsin River, and potential future redevelopment, private
investment, tax base expansion, and connections to the rest of
the City’s revitalizing downtown. One of the key redevelopment
sites is the former Superfund site between Crosby Street, 1st
Street West and Portage Street. This site, located adjacent to
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Pfiffner Pioneer Park and abutting the redeveloping downtown area will be critical to the overall riverfront
improvements.

6.4.3

Guiding Principles

LIVABILITY
Urban agriculture practices and local food networks have been points of emphasis for the City recently. Significant
efforts through partnerships have resulted in a large Farmer’s Market, community-supported agriculture
availability, and community-gardens for Stevens Point residents to participate in growing their own food. The
ability to track where your food comes from, and to grow, harvest and consume local food is a growing trend.
Communities committed to engaging in this process open themselves to being a desirable locale for these
activities.
Natural resources, and the way people interact with them can significantly impact the quality of life of a region.
With the City’s local on quality surface waters, along with the preserved natural areas, these are true assets that
can lead to better experiences and activities for the region.
Public art and cultural programming that celebrates and welcomes diverse communities living in or moving to
Stevens Point are important for the continued development of the City. Art and culture can be creatively
harnessed to develop inviting and useful spaces that build community identity, encourage people to interact with
one another, and support, inspire and celebrate creative and diverse people living throughout the community.
As the City continues to develop and land use decisions are being made, it is imperative to ensure that developed
uses are providing a supportive role for promoting urban agriculture, ensuring natural resources are preserved
and/or utilized in appropriate manners, and enhance the communities’ creative and diverse cultural and historical
resources.

CONNECTED
The City takes great pride in their historic resources, and has actively encouraged local property owners to
participate in historic preservation activities. Reutilizing and saving historic properties is always more sustainable
than removing and redeveloping sites – when it is a viable option. The work the City has done in encouraging
these practices is resulting in a more sustainable City, with greater aesthetic appeal and community pride.
Based on national and regional trends, arts and culture are poised to play an increasing role in contributing to
Stevens Point’s economic and social vitality. For this to occur several factors beyond good intentions or sheer will
need to either be maintained or strengthened. These include such things as:
• preservation and upkeep of older, existing
buildings with modestly priced rents so
entrepreneurs and creative people can afford
physical space to operate
• routine programing, promotion and cultural/arts
activities, events and projects
• dependable funding (public and private) for
cultural and arts oriented events and projects
• growth of medium to higher paying wage jobs so
people have money to spend on the arts
• political and bureaucratic tolerance or support for
Local Music Event. Photo Credit: Stevens Point Journal
informal, spontaneous arts and culture activities
Media
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•
•

cultivation and curation of a creative culture where artistic expression is encouraged and appreciated
formal establishment of an arts council or commission to administer, promote a public art program and
maintain a public art collection

Ensuring that natural resources and local foods are available and accessible to all are ways to ensure the
community is connected to and through these assets as well.

RESILIENT
The areas’ natural systems is a key component of resiliency. Stevens Point’s location being bounded by both the
Wisconsin and Plover Rivers would often result in portions of the community being vulnerable to significant
impacts with flooding. However – due to the dams and levees along the Wisconsin River, the City is largely
protected from significant damage during high water. There are areas that have been designed to accommodate
high water levels, but property damage is generally avoidable under most scenarios. The City has also been
proactive in acquiring and removing flood-prone properties to mitigate potential losses in the event of severe
weather with rapidly rising river systems.
A challenge to resiliency is ensuring that all members of the community are provided the opportunity to participate
and contribute to the betterment of the City. Increasing diversity demands a more inclusive approach to engaging
and leveraging all of the City’s human capital and will require overcoming barriers such as language and
accessibility. Proactively working with the local education system and community-based organizations affiliated
with diverse populations can help ensure better service delivery and a greater appreciation for all of the City’s
residents.
The City has taken great strides in developing a quality Urban Forest. Managing tree disease, and ensuring an
effective urban forestry program helps to reduce heating and air conditioning costs, helps reduce urban heat
islands, extends the life of asphaltic pavements, and improves the quality of life in and around the City.
A community identity that celebrates Stevens Point’s history of innovation and creativity and supports future
creatives so that the City continues to grow and to have a positive impact on the world at large is also a manner in
which stakeholders, City and civic leaders, and the region can ensure a resilient future.

SUSTAINABLE
Runoff from urban areas contains a mixture of pollutants from hard surfaces such as parking lots, streets, and
rooftops. These areas may accumulate sediments, petroleum-based and other chemicals from cars and trucks,
heavy metals, and other contaminants that enter the storm sewer system and are flushed into streams and rivers.
Runoff from lawns may contain fertilizers, pesticides, and other chemicals or oxygen-demanding organic waste
that also enters surface waters. Impaired waters in Wisconsin are largely addressed through an analysis, known
as a total maximum daily load (TMDL). A TMDL is the amount of a pollutant a waterbody can receive and still
meet water quality standards. TMDL phosphorous standards help ensure water quality by limiting the amount of
non-point phosphorous stormwater runoff as well as discharges from the municipal wastewater treatment plant.
The WDNR is in the processing of developing a TMDL for the Wisconsin River, which will impact the City.
Municipalities are required to implement stormwater practices designed to reduce the amount of sediment and
phosphorous entering waters of the state. They are also required to implement programs for public education,
illicit discharge detection and elimination, enforcement of local ordinances to regulate erosion control and longterm storm water management, and pollution prevention at municipally-owned facilities to further reduce
contaminants in surface waters.
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Numerous techniques have been developed to improve the quality of stormwater, at the level of the individual
property up to a basin-wide approach. Many of them have additional environmental benefits beyond stormwater
management and water quality. These techniques are sometimes referred to as low-impact design (LID), and may
include:
•
•
•
•
•

downspout disconnection, redirecting stormwater from impervious areas or storm sewers to locations
where it can be stored or seep into the ground;
onsite filtering, practices such as sand filters, bioretention cells, swales, and filter strips that use a filter
media to reduce stormwater runoff and filter pollutants;
rain gardens, vegetated depressions where stormwater can be captured and infiltrated;
stormwater trees, planted to intercept and take up stormwater, often in parking lots; and
stream restoration, returning water channels to a more natural state in which meanders, wetlands,
floodplains, and other features function to slow, store, and filter stormwater.

It is also imperative that the City continue to implement and monitor their Wellhead Protection Plan and Sanitary
Sewer Service Area Plan to ensure that groundwater supplies are protected. These all will help to ensure that
natural systems and the built environment protect and enhance habitats, create a healthy environment, mitigate
local climate impacts, and promote energy efficiency.
Arts, culture, and creativity resources that protect and grow Stevens Point’s identity as a creative place through
better infrastructure to support local arts groups, artists, innovators and entrepreneurs is another way in which the creative
classes can help sustain the City’s growth and development. Creative placemaking will help to encourage future public and
private investments that will build off of the regional talents of local people who can retain vibrancy throughout the community.

6.5 Goals, Objectives and Policies
The goals, objectives and policies in this Chapter reflect on how the City’s natural and cultural environments will
be developed and utilized to further influence the growth and development of the City. These provide the City with
a guide for future investments as well as methods to develop and grow that not only protect these valuable
resources, but find unique and creative ways to utilize them in creating inviting atmospheres.
The Goals, Objectives and Policies support the four Guiding Principles for the Stevens Point Comprehensive Plan
– Livable, Connected, Sustainable and Resilient.

LIVABLE
Goa 1: Continue to seek ways to expand and further promote the practices of urban agriculture.
Objectives
a) Maintain the viability of the regional-agricultural sector that provides locally-grown food for
residents and raw materials for food processing and related businesses.
b) Increase the size of the Farmer’s Market, or create a second location within the community.
Policies
a. Work with neighboring communities to preserve important farmlands and avoid
fragmentation of agricultural areas in the region by encouraging infill and
redevelopment efforts and compact development patterns.
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b. Continue to support programs that connect farmers and consumers to bring locallygrown food into the community, including working with the Community Garden
Partnership and other organizations to provide locations, funds and staffing
assistance when possible for the development and maintenance of community
garden education on gardening.
c.

Implement the Path to a Sustainable Stevens Point report.

d. Identify and offer locations for urban agriculture through the lease of City property, or
other assistance in newer urban ag methods such as aquaponics.
Goal 2: Improve and maintain the rivers, lakes, ponds and wetlands of Stevens Point.
Objectives
a) Maintain the viability of the regional-agricultural sector that provides locally-grown food for
residents and raw materials for food processing and related businesses.
b)

Protect and enhance the aesthetic beauty of Stevens Point’s water resources for all to enjoy.
Policies
a. Identify and priority sensitive lands, distinctive open spaces and natural areas
surrounding the City’s lakes, rivers and stream that are work preserving and provide
for natural and recreational uses.

CONNECTED
Goal 3: Encourage identification, appreciation and protection of historic and cultural resources.
Objectives
a) Continue to review, update and expand when appropriate the local historic property
designation.
Policies
a. Adopts additional historic districts and properties per the 2011 intensive survey.
b. Educate property owners and encourage appropriate restoration of Stevens Point’s
historic resources.
c.

Continue to promote the Historic District designations, and to educate eligible
property owners on the availability of tax credits for improvements.

d. Advertise and market historic districts to further tourism and civic pride. Create
walking tours and brochures for historic districts and properties.
e. Continue to maintain the City’s status as a member of the Certified Local
Government Program through the Wisconsin Historical Society.
f.

Continue to promote beautification of the City. Work to continue utilizing the Design
Guidelines.
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g. Gain and maintain status as a WEDC Connect Community and Main Street
Community.
b) Support arts and culture through the adoption of policy and partnerships with the University,
Arts Alliance (Create Portage County) and other stakeholder groups.
Policies
a. Engage and partner with groups throughout the community to create cultural festivals
and other cultural heritage events.
b. Invest in arts, sculptures, murals and other creative avenues to promote Stevens
Point’s artists and heritage.
c) Use Room Tax revenues or other sources of funds to maintain City support of the Arts.
Policies
a. Encourage the Room Tax Allocation Commission to include allocations to support the
Arts.
SUSTAINABLE
Goal 4: Encourage land use patterns and practices that are environmentally sensitive and complement
the natural, hydrologic system, including the balance between ground and surface waters.
Objectives
a) Minimize the potential for pollution and contamination of local ground and surface waters.
Policies
a. Maximize opportunities as appropriate to convert manicured lands to prairie and
forest to improve ecological services, habitat and access to nature.
b. Reduce water consumption and improve water use efficiency to minimize impacts of
groundwater withdrawals on the Plover River.
c.

Engage volunteers in the restoration, maintenance, and preservation of the parks
system’s natural resources and woodlands.

d. Continue to enforce the City’s Wellhead Protection Plan.
e. Collaborate with local, county, state and federal organizations to plan for and fund
ecological management and restoration.
f.

Boundary Compatibility – Plan for a regulate land development on the boundaries of
conservancy uses to be compatible with the conservancy use and sensitive
environmental conditions. This includes public and private development activities.

g. Continue to abate the siltation and weed problem and other water quality problems of
McDill Pond in cooperation with the appropriate units of government. Emphasize the
analysis of the interrelationships between land use activities in the City and resulting
impacts to the pond.
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RESILIENT
Goal 5: Continue to preserve and enhance natural features and environmental quality to benefit Stevens
Point residents, businesses and visitors.
Objectives Encourage environmental stewardship.
Policies
a. Require natural resource features be accurately depicted on all site plans, certified
survey maps, preliminary and final plats.
b. Identify, implement and educate the public about “best management practices” for
stormwater management.
c.

Promote awareness of natural resources and critical resource issues in the City through
public education and volunteer stewardship activities in public parks and through
collaboration and partnership with local landowners, conservation groups (such as
Farmshed and/or Golden Sands Resource Conservation & Development), public
agencies, UW-Stevens Point and other stakeholders.

d. Continue to support the urban forestry programs and to continue developing the urban
tree canopy, and to mitigate invasive, such as EAB.
e. Work with FEMA to update and confirm floodplain boundaries. Work with property owners
and realtors on education of the floodplain boundaries, maps and regulations.
f.

Work towards cleaning water resources in the City through partnerships with the WDNR
and other organizations.

g. Maintain all local wetlands in Conservancy zoning in support of local conservancy goals
and State wetland regulations.
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