CITY OF STEVENS POINT
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
Council Chambers
County-City Building
1516 Church St

July 17, 2017
7:00 P.M.
Mayor Mike Wiza, Presiding

PRESENT: Ald. Jennings, Shorr, Nebel, Oberstadt, Johnson, Slowinski, Kneebone, Dugan, McComb,
Phillips, Morrow

OTHERS PRESENT: Attorney Beveridge, Clerk Moe, C/T Ladick, Fire Chief Finn, Dir. Beduhn,
Dir. Lemke, Dir. Ostrowski
2.

Salute to the Flag and Mayor’s opening remarks.

Mayor Wiza highlighted that connecting our community is working. Portage County is the only
County that is experiencing a net gain in migration. Mayor Wiza also touched on the County
wanting to move an ambulance to Plover, and the affects it would have on the City of Stevens
Point. Mayor Wiza also encouraged everyone to contact their county board supervisors and tell
them their thoughts on the matter, and to participate in their government.
3. *Persons who wish to address the Mayor and Council on specific agenda items other than a
“Public Hearing” must register their request at this time. Those who wish to address the
Common Council during a “Public Hearing” are not required to identify themselves until the
“Public Hearing” is declared open by the Mayor
Mayor Wiza reminded citizens to register at this time.
4. Persons who wish to address the Mayor and Council for up to three (3) minutes on a nonagenda item.
Talin Senner, PO Box 675, spoke on behalf of Association of Downtown Business, in opposition to
parking meters downtown. He suggested enforcing parking downtown. Mr. Senner provided
examples of how other larger cities in Wisconsin are removing parking meters and creating a
reimbursement program to the City to pay for the parking.
Mayor Wiza said that there is no plan as of yet, just the 2015 parking study. The
recommendations from that study will go before the Common Council before being put into
place.
Neil Prendergast, 1924 Plover Street advocated for better bicycling and pedestrian infrastructure
within the City. He thanked the City Council for the work that has already been done to make
the streets safer for bicyclists and pedestrians. Mr. Prendergast suggested to fund a measured
build out of a bicycle and pedestrian plan in three low cost ways: 1) To use a portion of the new
metered parking revenue (if it would be put into place) to fund safe routes to school
improvements to one school every year, 2) Apply for more federal grants to improve bicycling
and walking, and 3) Use 1% of the Department of Public Work’s operating budget to help fund a
bicycle and pedestrian plan.

Bill Schierl, 109 County Road E South, wanted to say thank you for the support in the past for
Create Portage County.
Ald. Kneebone, mentioned there are free concerts this week for the American Suzuki Institute.
The concerts will be held at either Sentry or Michelsen Hall. For information you can call the Aber
Suzuki at 715-346-3033. Week of the 16th and 23rd.
5.

Mayoral Proclamation proclaiming July as Parks and Recreation Month.

Mayor Wiza signed the proclamation during the week of the 9th. He thanked Director Schrader
and his staff for all of their hard work throughout the year.
6.

Greg Wright: Presentation from CREATE Portage County - annual report.

Greg Wright gave an update on their agreement with the City where they would receive $10,000
a year for three years to design and launch an innovation space to grow entrepreneurship within
the community. They are just entering their third year.
This year CREATE is looking into program development, and investing money in technology to
support those programs. They are looking at partnership opportunities within areas of: IT, coding,
animation, and design. This technology would be mobile so then teachers would be able to
bring it into their classrooms or at libraries around the county.
CREATE was able to secure a $27,000 WEC grant to help pay for the technology. In 2017, they
have brought in more than $57,000 of grant money from outside of the community. At this time
CREATE Portage County is asking for the City to renew this investment for another three years. Arts
and culture is a proven way to attract new professionals to the community, and to improve the
quality of life of the people already living here.
7.

Chief Martin Skibba: Police Department space needs presentation.

Chief Skibba briefly reviewed the property at 933 Michigan Avenue. The City already owns the
location and it is located in the center of Stevens Point. This would allow effective service for
people who need to speak to an officer, or file a complaint as well as allowing an office to
respond in the community. Parking would also work better than their current location.
Chief Sikbba also discussed how much the City has grown over the years, and notes that calls
are pretty well spread throughout the community. He also spoke about how the department
would use the facility and the new addition of the garage.
Consideration and Possible Action on the Following:
8.

Minutes of the Common Council meeting of June 19 and the Special Common Council
meetings of July 5 and July10, 2017.

Ald. McComb wanted to make a change to page 16 of the minutes.
Mayor Wiza said they will go back and look at the video to confirm.
Ald. Jennings wanted to make a change to page 22 and 23 of the minutes.
Mayor Wiza said he would have the clerk’s office look into this.

Ald. Johnson wanted make sure it was noted that she did not raise the point, she wanted to
affirm that she was representing the business owners on the South side who spoke with her.
Mayor Wiza said he appreciated the clarity and corrections. He affirmed that who said what is
important, but wanted to reaffirm that the minutes are not supposed to transcripts. They are
simply to get the general idea of the comments that were said. Also adding that the video is
always there for a reference.
Ald. Johnson moved, Ald. Shorr seconded, to approve the minutes as suggested and corrected if
the video aligns.
Call for the Vote:
9.

Ayes: All.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Actions of the Plan Commission meeting of July 5, 2017.

5. Request from Doug Lynch for a site plan review to increase the size of the attached garage door
opening above the maximum at 100 Bukolt Park Street.

Ald. Phillips moved, Ald. Morrow seconded, to move to approve the Plan Commissions actions.
Call for the Vote:

10.

Ayes: All.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Resolution – Conditional Use Permit - Request from Emily and Christopher Hikade to operate
a tourist rooming house at 2300 Main Street.

Ald. McComb moved, Ald. Jennings seconded, to approve the resolution.
Dir. Ostrowski said he added language to the resolution clarifying the maximum number of
occupants.
Ald. Nebel raised the question about how many times per year they rent the property out.
Mayor Wiza replied it was not part of the motion that was forwarded by the Plan Commission.
Emily Hikade, 2300 Main Street, said she did not have the exact number of renters but it has been
quite full. They are full most of the weekends. Renters do need to be approved before they can
stay and is a security deposit is required.
Ald. Dugan confirmed they live most of the year away from the home, and verified that there are
no renters staying there when they are there.
Call for the Vote:

11.

Ayes: Ald. Jennings, Shorr, Nebel, Oberstadt, Johnson, Slowinski,
Kneebone, Dugan, McComb, Phillips, Morrow
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Ordinance Amendment – Zoning – Request from Doug Lynch to rezone 100 Bukolt Park Street
from the split zoned designation of C Conservancy and R-2 Single Family Residence District to
R-2 Single Family Residence District.

Ald. Johnson moved, Ald. Nebel seconded, to approve the Ordinance to rezone 100 Bukolt Park
Street.
Ald. Oberstadt asked if Dir. Ostrowski could explain why this is being done.
Dir. Ostrowski, explained that this lot is in a split zoning designation where 16 feet is designated as
C Conservancy, and the rest of the land is zoned as R-2 Residential. Building a structure on C
Conservancy zoned land is not allowed. Doug Lynch is looking to build a vestibule area off of the
south part of their home and it encroaches into the Conservancy District.
Call for the Vote:

12.

Ayes: Ald. Morrow, Phillips, McComb, Dugan, Kneebone,
Slowinski, Johnson, Oberstadt, Nebel, Shorr, Jennings.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Resolution Introduction – Vacation of a portion of public right-of-way on Reserve Street, south
of Madison Street.

Ald. McComb moved, Ald. Johnson seconded, to introduce the resolution to vacate Reserve
Street from Madison Street to its south end.
Call for the Vote:

13.

Ayes: Ald. Jennings, Shorr, Nebel, Oberstadt, Johnson,
Slowinski, Kneebone, Dugan, McComb, Phillips, Morrow
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Public Hearing – Vacation of a portion of public right-of-way on Woodward Drive.

Dir. Ostrowski, said the owner wants to construct a building on the property but, the right-of-way
would create an odd jog in the building due to the 40 ft. set back requirement. The piece of land
was sold to the City from Spectra Print. He said this is a wider area due to the curve in the road. If
the property was assigned to the property owner, then it would allow him to build the building as
well as put his parking lot back on his property rather than the City’s.
Mayor Wiza declared the public hearing open.
Mayor Wiza declared the public hearing closed as, no one wished to speak.
14.

Resolution – Vacation of a portion of public right-of-way on Woodward Drive.

Ald. Slowinski moved, Ald. Dugan seconded, to approve for the resolution.
Call for the Vote:

15.

Ayes: Ald. Morrow, Phillips, McComb, Dugan, Kneebone,
Slowinski, Johnson, Oberstadt, Nebel, Shorr, Jennings.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Minutes and actions of the Finance Committee meeting of July 10, 2017.

3. Establishing a timeline and process for addressing City space needs, and hiring an architect to
update the facilities study done in 2013, including options to relocate the Police Department
and City Hall, and compile estimates of capital and operational costs for the options.
4. Funding for new confined space entry equipment for the Parks department.
5. Adjust the fee for special assessment letters (Property Status Reports).
6. Funding for the Center for Entrepreneurship and Creativity.

8. Approval of Payment of Claims.

Ald. Phillips moved, Ald. McComb seconded, to approve the Finance Committee minutes.
Call for the Vote:

16.

Ayes: Ald. Jennings, Shorr, Nebel, Oberstadt, Johnson, Slowinski,
Kneebone, Dugan, McComb, Phillips, Morrow
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Claim – Notice of Circumstances of Claim & Claim for Damages: Rachel Leach / Mark
Atkinson – Damage to car from falling tree.

C/T Ladick said this topic was discussed at the Finance meeting. A tree fell on the car during a
storm. The claim was submitted to the insurance company and their recommendation is to deny
as there is no City liability.
Ald. Phillips moved, Ald. Jennings seconded, to deny the claim.
Call for the Vote:

17.

Ayes: Ald. Morrow, Phillips, McComb, Dugan, Kneebone,
Slowinski, Johnson, Oberstadt, Nebel, Shorr, Jennings.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Consideration of contract with Bray Architects for design and architectural services relating
to the Police Department relocating to 933 Michigan Avenue.

Mayor Wiza stated as they currently do not have completed quotes. He said we most likely have
them before the Council next month.
18.

Minutes and actions of the Board of Public Works meeting of July 10, 2017.

2. To approve the list for 2017-18 Sidewalk Repair/Replacement Orders.
3. To award the 2017 Swale Reconstruction and Shouldering Project #17-11 to Stuczynski Trucking
& Excavating, Inc. in the amount not to exceed $144,162.85.
5. To approve the AECOM proposal for the design of improvements relating to the intersection of
North Point Drive and Division Street.

Ald. Kneebone moved, Ald. Phillips seconded, to approve the minutes and actions of the Board
of Public Works meeting of July 10, 2017.
Call for the Vote:

19.

Ayes: Ald. Morrow, Phillips, McComb, Dugan, Kneebone,
Slowinski, Johnson, Oberstadt, Nebel, Shorr, Jennings.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Ordinance Amendment – Traffic – Amended Loading Zones on Strongs Avenue and Repeal
Stop Signs on Joerns Drive and Hoover Road (Section 9.05 (k) and 9.06 (a) of the RMC).

Ald. Johnson moved, Ald. Morrow seconded, to approve the revised municipal code as it relates
to those particular parcels.
Call for the Vote:

20.

Ayes: Ald. Jennings, Shorr, Nebel, Oberstadt, Johnson,
Slowinski, Kneebone, Dugan, McComb, Phillips, Morrow.
Nays: None. Motion adopted

Minutes and actions of the Public Protection Committee meeting of July 10, 2017.

1. License List.
2. Requests to hold Special Events/Street Closures.

Ald. McComb moved, Ald. Dugan seconded, to approve the minutes and actions of the Public
Protection committee meeting of July 10, 2017.
Call for the Vote:

21.

Ayes: All.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Ordinance Amendment – Public Peace and Offenses Against Public Policy –
Schedule of Cash Deposits – Create increased penalties for repeat offense disorderly
conduct with a motor vehicle (Subsection 24.27 of the RMC).

Attorney Beveridge requested that if the motion is to approve, the penalty should be changed
from $250 to $200 as that is the maximum penalty the law allows.
Ald. McComb moved, Ald. Nebel seconded, to approve the ordinance with the amendment
from $250 to $200.
Call for the Vote:

22.

Ayes: Ald. Morrow, Phillips, McComb, Dugan, Kneebone,
Slowinski, Johnson, Oberstadt, Nebel, Shorr, Jennings.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Ordinance Amendment – Public Peace and Offenses Against Public Policy – Prohibiting
Sexting (Subsection 24.54 of the RMC).

Attorney Beveridge said this was brought forward by School Liaison Officer Quisler, who
suggested turning this into a teachable moment, rather than a law and order offense. Currently if
charged, it would be a felony in the circuit court. In some circumstances a felony would be
overkill. This way the citation would be filed in municipal court. There might be a monetary
penalty, or the opportunity for the defendant and their parent to talk with the city attorney and
the Municipal Court Judge to come up with an outcome that is acceptable to everyone. More
than likely the outcomes would include: community service, as well as a discussion on the
potential harms and risks of sexting and that type of conduct.
Ald. Slowinski moved, Ald. Morrow seconded, to approve of the Ordinance.
Call for the Vote:

23.

Ayes: Ald. Jennings, Shorr, Nebel, Oberstadt, Johnson,
Slowinski, Kneebone, Dugan, McComb, Phillips, Morrow.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Minutes and actions of the Personnel Committee meeting of July 10, 2017.

1. Amendment to Administrative Policy 2.05 – Position Reclassifications.
2. Amendment to Administrative Policy 3.01- Standard Benefits (Income Continuation).

Ald. Morrow wanted to add a clarification to item 1, that the vendor not have more than 30 days
to have the reclassification. Currently there is not a timeline.
Ald. Morrow moved, by Ald. Johnson seconded, to amend item 1, for no more than 30 days after
the submittal.

Personnel Manager Jakusz restated that the intent is to get this done as soon as possible. She
stated she does not want to make the deadline concrete, in case there is some unforeseen
circumstance.
Mayor Wiza asked Personnel Manager Jakusz if 45 days would be reasonable.
Personnel Manager Jakusz replied saying that no more, or up to 45 days.
Ald. Slowinski asked if they could keep it at 30 days and have the ability to extend.
Mayor Wiza said if 30 days is in the policy then that policy is going to be adhered to regardless of
what else may occur. He said liked the idea of having a timeline.
Mayor Wiza asked what if they said no more than 30 days.
Ald. Morrow said to just leave it at 30 days, and if something happens, then something happens.
Ald. Johnson agrees with Ald. Morrow that 30 days should be enough time.
Attorney Beveridge said the council can write the policy any way it would like. He said extensions
could allow for additional bureaucracy which could distract from getting a determination. If
there is an extraordinary circumstance that could be looked at on a case by case basis. The
Common Council would have the additional authority to approve or disapprove.
Call for the Vote:

Ayes: All.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Ald. Shorr moved, Ald. Morrow seconded, to approve the minutes and actions of the Personnel
meeting as amended.
Call for the Vote:
24.

Ayes: All.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Actions of the Police and Fire Commission meeting of June 6, 2017.
4. Confirmation of bills.
11. Assistance to Firefighter grant.

Ald. Kneebone moved, Ald. McComb seconded, to approve the actions of the Police and Fire
Commission meeting of June 6, 2017.
Call for the Vote:
25.

Ayes: All.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Actions of the Board of Park Commissioners meeting of July 5, 2017.
3.

Request to install UWSP banner on fence in Community Stadium (UWSP)

Ald. Oberstadt moved, Ald. Slowinski seconded, to approve the actions of the Board of Park
Commissioners meeting of July 5, 2017.

Call for the Vote:
26.

Ayes: All.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Actions of the Transportation Commission meeting of July 10, 2017.

2. Approval of the June 2017 financial report.
3. Approval of award to Ecolane for the purchase of Dispatch/Scheduling Software.

Ald. Kneebone moved, Ald. Shorr seconded, to approve the actions of the Transportation
Commission meeting of July 10, 2017.
Call for the Vote:

27.

Ayes: All.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Actions of the Board of Water and Sewerage Commissioners of July 10, 2017.

2. Discussion and possible action on approval of department claims.
5. Consideration and possible action on refinancing CR 2010 Sewer BAB.
12. Consideration and possible action on awarding the 2017 Swale Reconstruction and Shouldering
Project #17-11 to Stuczynski and Excavating, Inc. in the amount not to exceed $144,162.85.
13. Update on Utility Garage Project.

Ald. Morrow moved, Ald. Oberstadt seconded, to approve the minutes and actions of the Water
and Sewerage Commissioners meeting of July 10, 2017.
Ald. Slowinski abstained from the vote.
Call for the Vote:

28.

Ayes: All.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Claim – Notice of Circumstances of Claim & Claim for Damages: Norb & Del Hintz, 609 Grant
Street – Flood damage to residence.

Norb Hintz, 609 Grant Street, said during the June 12th rain storm a drain in a vacant lot north of
Fifth Avenue backed up and caused the lot across the street from them as well as their own to fill
up within 20 minutes. The water broke a hole in their foundation and started to come into their
back door filling their home. Most of their things in their basement was destroyed. Mr. Hintz sent
the claim to their homeowners insurance but it was denied. The backup occurred where a 42
inch storm sewer leads into a 30 inch storm sewer.
Dir. Lemke said there has been a lot of discussion about this claim, including similar presentations
so they could get a better understanding of what had happened. The storm we had that caused
the damage was quite unusual. Dir. Lemke said that the city cannot design for a storm like that,
otherwise there would be 10 foot storm sewers throughout the city. The larger storm sewers would
be cost prohibiting. They are aware of the issues in this area; however, they are looking at some
engineering efforts to see what the most cost effective preventable measures would be. At the
Board of Water and Sewerage Commissioners meeting, they denied the claim based off of the
recommendation from the insurance company.
C/T Ladick said that once he receives a claim, he forwards it to the insurance company to
determine if the City had any liability. The insurance company only deals with municipalities so

they are familiar with these types of claims. Based on the information the insurance received,
their opinion was that the City was immune from liability under Wisconsin statute 893.80 sub 4.
Statue 893.80 sub 4, says that municipalities are immune from discretionary decisions. The
decision of the size of pipe, and the decision of when and how to make corrective actions are
discretionary decisions. They took the response they received from the insurance to the Board of
Water and Sewerage Commissioners meeting due to them being more of the experts in storm
water, storm water system, and current status of it.
Mayor Wiza said that the storm was an unfortunate incident. He reminded everyone that the
insurance company did not see a liability, but that doesn’t lessen the impact. Mayor Wiza said he
tried to find some sort of relief for everyone that was affected by this storm. Someone from Ron
Kind’s office came up to tour this site, and the site in Claim 29. No program was found to help
with relief for this site as well as the one in Claim 29.
Ald. Jennings moved, Ald. Morrow seconded, to uphold the decision of the insurance, to deny
the claim.
Ald. Oberstadt stated that this is a very complicated storm water problem and there is not a
simple solution. She had helped in any way she could with these constituents. She understands
the severity of this issue and does not want the homeowners to think she does not understand. If
money is used on these claims, it is money that cannot be used to solve this problem for
everyone in the future. Ald. Oberstadt also suggested that the best thing the Council can do is to
replace all their aging infrastructure.
Ald. Johnson wanted to confirm when the video was taken that was shown in item number 29.
She asked Dir. Lemke the time frame when the Water Department is going to look into this.
Mayor Wiza confirmed that they are currently looking into this.
Dir. Lemke stated that they are working with one of their engineers that have already done work
for the City. Mr. Lemke said that you cannot build or design for that storm. Timeline is going to be
tricky on when this is going to be started. Earliest is going to be fall, could be after the winter.
Call for the Vote:

29.

Ayes: Ald. Jennings, Shorr, Nebel, Oberstadt, Johnson,
Slowinski, Kneebone, Dugan, McComb, Phillips, Morrow.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Claim – Notice of Circumstances of Claim & Claim for Damages: Paul & Alex Skawinski 508
Fifth Avenue – Flood damage to residence.

Paul Skawinski, 508 Fifth Avenue, has appreciated the help with looking for funding for their
situation. During the storm on June 12th, the drain in the lot across from their house filled the lot
with 4 to 4.5 feet of water. That water then came over to their lot. They had 4 feet of water in their
garage and shed. The pressure from the water broke the basement window and within 25
minutes the basement was filled to the ceiling. Their insurance company denied the claim. He
said to restore the basement to what it was before the storm is between $70,000 to $75,000.
Electricity was restored to the entire house on July 14th, as well as the installation of the new
window. Mr. Skawinski suggested putting swales in on the north side to help capture the water.
Attorney Beveridge reviewed the information from the insurance company and agrees with it.

C/T Ladick said the insurance company said they would not pay any part of it.
Mayor Wiza asked if the insurance would the two claims as one event or separate events.
C/T Ladick replied he had not had that conversation with the insurance company as far as
occurrence. He restated the insurance company said they would not pay for this event. If they
did it would set precedence that they would have to pay for all of the storm water claims.
Ald. Shorr asked if there were funds available through the housing stock perspective.
Mayor Wiza replied that he had looked at programs on different levels of government. The
damage did not meet the thresholds to apply for those grants.
Ald. Jennings stated that the situation is very unfortunate for both cases.
Ald. Morrow moved, Ald. Shorr seconded, to deny the claim.
Call for the Vote:

30.

Ayes: Ald. Morrow, Phillips, McComb, Dugan, Kneebone,
Slowinski, Johnson, Oberstadt, Nebel, Shorr, Jennings.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Actions of the Airport Commission meeting of July 10, 2017.
2. Discussion and possible action of department claims.

Ald. Phillips moved, Ald. Johnson seconded, to approve the actions of the Airport Commission
meeting of July 10, 2017.
Call for the Vote:
31.

Ayes: All.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Statutory Monthly Financial Report of the Comptroller-Treasurer.

Ald. Oberstadt moved, Ald. McComb seconded, to approve the Statutory
Call for the Vote:
32.

Ayes: All.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Adjourn into closed session (approximately 8:30 P.M.) pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes
19.85(1)(e) (deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing
of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or
bargaining reasons require a closed session) on the following:
a. Possible purchase of property adjacent to an existing park; and
b. Negotiating the potential purchase, sale, and/or lease of real estate in order to meet
current needs for City facilities.
c. Negotiating the potential purchase of land for future development opportunities,
and/or negotiating the terms of a development agreement.

Ald. Phillips moved, Ald. Nebel seconded, to approve to go into closed session.

Call for the Vote:

Ayes: Ald. Morrow, Phillips, McComb, Dugan, Kneebone,
Slowinski, Johnson, Oberstadt, Nebel, Shorr, Jennings.
Nays: None. Motion adopted.

Council adjourned into closed session at 8:51 p.m.
33.

Reconvene into open session for possible action on the above.

10:25 p.m. went back into Open Session.
Ald. Slowinski moved, Ald. Phillips seconded, to authorize staff to secure two options to purchase
land for future development opportunities not to exceed $1,000.
Call for the Vote:

Ayes:
Nays:

34.

Ald. Morrow, Phillips, Dugan, Slowinski, Johnson,
Oberstadt, Nebel, Shorr.
Ald. McComb, Kneebone, Jennings.
Motion Adopted.

Authorization to hire a contractor(s) to perform land building suitability analysis in
connection with a potential land acquisition.

Ald. Slowinski moved, Ald. Shorr seconded, to authorize to hire a contractor to land building
suitability analysis in connection with a potential land acquisition, not to exceed $4,860 plus 20%.
Call for the Vote:

Ayes:
Nays:

35.

Adjournment.

Meeting adjourned at 10:25 p.m.
RMC – Revised Municipal Code

Ald. Shorr, Nebel, Oberstadt, Johnson, Slowinski,
Dugan, McComb, Phillips, Morrow.
Ald. Jennings, Kneebone. Motion Adopted

