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AGENDA
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN
STREET SAFETY COMMISSION
(BPSSC)

Date and Time:

August 1, 2018
9:00 AM

Location:

Members:
o Trevor Roark
o Bill Fehrenbach
o Michael O’Meara
o Anne Rogalski
o Mary McComb
o Janis Borski (Alternate)
Police Department – Room 122
933 Michigan Avenue
Stevens Point, WI 54481

1. Call to Order
2. Persons who wish to address the committee for up to three (3) minutes on a non-agenda item*
Discussion and Possible Action on the Following:
3. Report of the July 18, 2018 meeting
4. Stanley Street 4-3 design, speed limit, and bid review
5. Complete streets discussion
6. Discuss Sidewalk Continuation Program prioritization and possible ordinance proposal.
7. Proposal for bicycle infrastructure improvements to the UWSP campus street network
8. Staff update
9. Adjourn.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any person who has special needs while attending these meetings or needs agenda materials for these
meetings should contact the City Clerk as soon as possible to ensure that a reasonable accommodation can be made. The City Clerk
can be reached by telephone at (715) 346-1569 or by mail at 1515 Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481.
Maps further defining the above area(s) may be obtained from the City of Stevens Point Department of Community Development,
1515 Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481, or by calling (715) 346-1567, during normal business hours.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a quorum of the Common Council may be in attendance at this meeting.
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REPORT OF CITY BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN STREET SAFETY COMMISSION
July 18, 2018 – 9:00 AM
Police Department, Room 122 – 933 Michigan Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481
PRESENT: Commissioners Roark, Fehrenbach, McComb, O’Meara, Rogalski, and McComb.
ALSO PRESENT: Director Ostrowski, Associate Planner Kearns, Attorney Beveridge, Dave Barbier, and Craig
Tesch.
INDEX:
1. Call to Order.
2. Persons who wish to address the committee for up to three (3) minutes on a non-agenda item*
Consideration and Possible Action on the Following:
3. Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson.
4. Report of the June 18, 2018 meeting.
5. Discussion on open meetings.
6. Stanley Street 4-3 design, speed limit, and bid review.
7. Bicycle and pedestrian counts for September, 2018.
8. Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code Update.
9. A proposal for bicycle infrastructure improvements to the UWSP campus street network.
10. Examine Portage County property (2.76 acres) north of Canadian National railroad and west of Brilowski
Road (Parcel ID 281230802100018).
11. Staff update.
12. Adjourn.
1. Call to Order.
Present: Roark, Fehrenbach, O’Meara, Rogalski
Excused: Borski
Absent: McComb
2. Persons who wish to address the committee for up to three (3) minutes on a non-agenda item*
Commissioner O’Meara summarized and distributed information regarding Wisconsin’s overall 2018 Report
Card score for the Safe Routes to School National Partnership, of which Wisconsin ranked 81/200. The
report highlighted a lack in Wisconsin’s Complete Streets Policies and School Site Design.
Commissioner Roark noted that Michelle Bachaus of the Wisconsin Bike Fed had recommended that at least
one member of the commission become a certified League Cycling Instructor (LCI). An upcoming training
seminar would occur in Menasha in October, cost $350 per person, and require a prerequisite course that
could be taken in Wausau. The Wausau course dates varied. Lastly, he made the commission aware of a
grant that could provide up to $10,000 in funds that could be used for items such as bicycle infrastructure,
events, and trail projects. The funds, he explained, would need to be matched by the City or sponsor by 50%
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or more to qualify. The deadline for submitting a letter of interest was July 23rd, and he asked the
commission to send any additional ideas to him or staff if they wished to pursue it.
Commissioner Fehrenbach, as a point of interest, informed the commission that a Scooter Share program in
Milwaukee was being challenged by the City after having concerns on whether the scooters were street
legal, as well as being stationless, to which Chairperson Roark added that the biggest concern from the City
being that the scooters were electric and possibly not street legal.
Discussion and possible action on the following:
3. Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson.
Alderperson McComb arrived at 9:08AM.
Motion by Commissioner Fehrenbach to elect Commissioner Roark as Chairperson; seconded by
Commissioner O’Meara.
No other nominations were made.
Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Commissioner Fehrenbach to elect Commissioner O’Meara as Vice Chairperson; seconded by
Commissioner Rogalski.
No other nominations were made.
Motion Carried 5-0.
Chairperson Roark moved Agenda Item 9 up after Agenda Item 5, to which there was no objection.
4. Report of the June 18, 2018 meeting.
Associate Planner Kearns stated that the minutes needed to be amended to show correct attendance for
Commissioner Rogalski and Alderperson McComb.
Motion by Commissioner O’Meara to approve the report of the June 4, 2018 Plan Commission meeting
with the following amendments:
1. Revise attendance to show Commissioner Rogalski as present.
2. Correct inconsistency in Alderperson McComb’s attendance.
seconded by Commissioner Fehrenbach.
Motion carried 5-0.
5. Discussion on open meetings.
Attorney Beveridge briefly discussed and answered questions regarding the following Open Meeting Laws:
1. Quorum numbers and purpose.
2. What can and cannot occur in or out of a meeting.
3. Walking quorum, quorum violations, super majorities, and lining up votes.
4. Notice requirements.
5. Reply all issues, one way communication, and discussion behind scenes.
6. Cautioning of social media and possible open meeting violations.
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7. Open records.
8. Role of the Common Council and minutes.
9. Action Items.

9. A proposal for bicycle infrastructure improvements to the UWSP campus street network.
Chairperson Roark moved Item 9 to this point in the Agenda.
Chairperson Roark briefly explained that Portage County had a Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan that the
commission was charged with executing as many recommendations within that plan as feasibly possible. A
constituent, Neil Prendergast, had come forward with comments and a request to bring forward the
implementation of the plan’s street network at the UWSP campus. Chairperson Roark referred to Map 14:
Urban Area Existing & Planned Bicycle Facilities of Portage County’s Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan before reading
Mr. Neil Prendergast’s email. His email highlighted implementation of bike lanes on Fourth Avenue, street
markings on Franklin Street, and sharrows on Reserve Street and Portage Street. The chairperson opened
the floor for further discussion.
Commissioner O’Meara agreed with the constituent in regards to implementing the Bicycle & Pedestrian
Plan to make roads more bicycle friendly. However, he suggested that these changes be made during street
reconstructions as they wouldn’t want to place new markings down on dilapidated streets.
Chairperson Roark asked the UWSP representative to speak on how the plan was being developed on
campus.
Dave Barbier (2510 Chippewa Dr, Plover), UWSP Sustainability Department, explained that nothing had
really been proposed to the University by the County, nor did there seem interest from campus facilities to
move forward. However, the University Chancellor had showed interest in becoming a League of American
Bicyclist Bike friendly university. He explained that a planning task force had been established to evaluate
bicycle, pedestrian, and safety needs or issues, as well as looking at bike equity on campus, looking into
safer routes, and improving parking. He further added that their commission project manager had consulted
with the County on trying to implement their recommendations on campus and marry both their proposals
as much as possible so there would be cohesion between the two plans. They also wanted to find better
ways of brining awareness for bike safety and education.
Chairperson Roark, in regards to a SGA Survey conducted, asked whether they had looked into how revenue
from kiosks may go back into bicycle infrastructure, to which Mr. Barbier stated that he was not privy to
those results and thus could not speak on it.
Chairperson Roark asked if anything had been alluded to the kiosks in the survey conducted by their task
force project manager, to which Mr. Barbier noted that they had not focused on them, but rather on the
bicycles themselves. A point of interest was the contradictory information that came out of the survey in
regards to where bicycles were supposed to be. For motor vehicle drivers, many of them wondered why
bicycles were using the streets rather than the sidewalks, while bicyclists stated that they should be allowed
on the streets. Further education and clarity regarding this topic would benefit the community as a whole,
he lastly added.
Chairperson Roark noted that while he had not seen the complete plans for the Isadore Street
reconstruction, the latest information indicated that sharrows would be placed.
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Commissioner O’Meara stated that they should also discuss where bicyclists shouldn’t be, especially on
heavily traveled sidewalks as riding on them could pose an issue for pedestrians. The City had a permissive
ordinance about bicycles being on sidewalks, he noted.
Commissioner Fehrenbach asked what the determination factor was to get sharrows on a street, to which
Commissioner O’Meara noted several reasons such as lane width and speed, and overall safety and
conduciveness of the street for bikes.
Alderperson McComb asked whether Neil Prendergast had worked in coordination with the campus
committee, to which Mr. Barbier explained that he had originally served on the committee during the first
year of its existence, but had since then stepped off the committee and had not been involved directly
within the last 12-15 months.
Alderperson McComb recommended that they hold off on making decisions until the campus committee
and Portage County combined their proposals as there would then be a consensus between parties.
Chairperson Roark agreed that it needed to be a collaborative effort between the University, County, City,
and any funding sources.
Commissioner O’Meara noted that similar to sidewalks, funding should be part of street projects and overall
maintenance.
6. Stanley Street 4-3 design, speed limit, and bid review.
Appropriate staff was not available at the meeting to provide comment on the item.
Chairperson Roark stated that they would postpone discussion for the next meeting.
7. Bicycle and pedestrian counts for September, 2018.
Commissioner Fehrenbach briefly reviewed and discussed the following:
1. Feedback from the Mayor regarding additional Fall dates.
2. Continued use of volunteers for counting efforts.
3. Count days on September 10th and September 16th, with rain dates scheduled for September
12th and September 15th.
4. Volunteer recruitment to begin in August.
There was a general consensus to not add additional dates and continue using the same dates for
consistency, and in order to obtain accurate averages from the data.
Commissioner Fehrenbach lastly noted that those interested in volunteering for the 2018 bicycle and
pedestrian counts could reach him at bfbpssc@gmail.com.
Craig Tesch (1100 Frontenac Ave) brought up concerns regarding the sidewalk continuation program, to
which it was explained that it could not be discussed as it did not pertain to the item, nor was it listed on the
agenda.
Motion by Commissioner O’Meara to approve the scheduled dates for the 2018 Bicycle and Pedestrian
counts; seconded by Commissioner Rogalski.
Motion carried 5-0.
8. Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code Update.
Director Ostrowski briefly explained that staff had several chapters from the Comprehensive Plan and
Zoning Code that they would like to bring before the commission for feedback.
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Associate Planner Kearns reiterated that there would be value in having the commission review the
Comprehensive Plan chapters, as well as look into the biking ordinance that was proposed to be interjected
into the Zoning Code rewrite, but if they could postpone until he next meeting.
Alderperson McComb asked for clarification on the material they were to review for the next meeting, to
which Associate Planner Kearns stated that he would look into where the BPAC had previously left off in
terms of review, and then provide copies of those items for further review.
10. Examine Portage County property (2.76 acres) north of Canadian National railroad and west of Brilowski
Road (Parcel ID 281230802100018).
Associate Planner Kearns briefly explained that the commission had postponed action on this item citing
needing additional time to review, and for the Parks Director to provide figures on cost for the trail in the
event that they decided to move forward with trail development. Mr. Kearns distributed an email from the
Parks Director in which it was detailed that a granite trail would cost $12,000 for 10 feet, and cost $200 for
each tree removed.
Director Ostrowski summarized that the current item first came forward during a Portage County request to
transfer property to adjacent land owners, of which the County had no use for the property in question. A
concern, he noted, would be that while the County owned the property, half of the adjacent land owners
were in the Town of Hull, and half of them in the City of Stevens Point. If the property was to be fully
dispersed to adjacent land owners, portions of that property would need to be detached from the City into
the Town of Hull. Another possibility that was brought forward, he explained, was to potentially use the
property for a new trail. While that was an option, he noted that there would be significant costs to cover
the trail in granite, remove blighted trees, and any other issues that would need to be addressed such as the
underpass.
Commissioner O’Meara stated that it was not a good idea to pursue a trail in the area, especially with using
the underpass and being so close to trains, adding that it would pose a danger and create a nuisance, and
come at a great cost.
Commissioner Fehrenbach agreed with not developing the area into a bike lane or trail for the reasons
stated by Commissioner O’Meara.
Commissioner Rogalski asked if they were missing anything in the request as there seemed to be a lot of
initial excitement for the potential trail. However, when looking at overall cost and location, it seemed that
alternative routes would be preferred.
Director Ostrowski explained staff had initially recommended in proceeding with disposing of the property
to adjacent land owners, but that the meeting had also produced the review of a proposal to see if there
was an opportunity for a trail. While it was something to look into, sometimes there were too many
challenges.
Chairperson Roark asked what would occur if the property owner refused the land.
Director Ostrowski confirmed that owners could refuse to accept the land, but what could also occur would
be to have a single property owner take the whole parcel. The County would just need to assure that they
didn’t land lock any parcels.
Chairperson Roark asked for confirmation if the property south of the trails belonged to Skyward, to which it
was confirmed that it was.
Motion by Commissioner O’Meara to not pursue the development and acquisition of the property north
of Canadian National railroad and west of Brilowski Road (Parcel ID 281230802100018); seconded by
Commissioner Fehrenbach.
Page 5 of 11

Page 7 of 16

Page 7 of 16

11. Staff Update.
After a brief discussion, it was determined that the Bicycle and Pedestrian Street Safety Commission would
meet on the first Wednesday of every month at 9:00AM.
12. Adjourn.
Meeting adjourned at 10:25 AM
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Attachments relating to Agenda Item 2: Non Agenda Item
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Attachment relating to Agenda Item 9: Bicycle infrastructure to UWSP Campus street network proposal
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Attachment relating to Agenda Item 10: Cost Estimate for Potential New Trail
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Kyle Kearns
To:
Subject:

Trevor Roark
RE: FW: Sidewalk Continuation

From: Craig R Tesch <craigrtesch@charter.net>
Sent: Thursday, June 21, 2018 4:24 PM
To: 'District1@stevenspoint.com' <District1@stevenspoint.com>; 'District2@stevenspoint.com'
<District2@stevenspoint.com>; 'District3@stevenspoint.com' <District3@stevenspoint.com>;
'District4@stevenspoint.com' <District4@stevenspoint.com>; 'District5@stevenspoint.com'
<District5@stevenspoint.com>; 'District6@stevenspoint.com' <District6@stevenspoint.com>;
'District7@stevenspoint.com' <District7@stevenspoint.com>; 'District8@stevenspoint.com'
<District8@stevenspoint.com>; 'District9@stevenspoint.com' <District9@stevenspoint.com>;
'District10@stevenspoint.com' <District10@stevenspoint.com>; 'District11@stevenspoint.com'
<District11@stevenspoint.com>
Subject: Sidewalk Continuation

Dear Alderperson:

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak to you at the last Common Council
meeting on June 18, 2018 concerning the “Sidewalk Continuation Program”.
Unfortunately, I was unable to distribute the maps I had for you so I am sending them
to you now. You will notice the current plan (see Figure 1) stops two blocks west of
Washington School and includes areas having much less relevance to school access. It
does not fulfill the established priority for sidewalk continuation - “Safe Routes to
Schools”, especially when you consider many of the other areas around Washington
School that also do not have sidewalks (see Figure 2 – those areas highlighted in thick
black lines) are closer, are used more and/or are a more direct to the school.
As I said, we are not against having safe routes to schools. Our daughter went to
Washington School. But we do have to question having ourselves and others who are
elderly (many on fixed income) and living in the same house for many years (over 40
years for us), paying property taxes throughout, now having to foot a fairly large bill
($2,219) and having additional sidewalk (153 feet) to shovel when it doesn’t seem to
satisfy the primary purpose of the program.
I would like to propose for your consideration:


Prioritizing the continuation/addition of sidewalks where it would be most needed
to ensure safe routes to schools, to include the other schools in the Stevens Point
School District as it seems, from reading the minutes of various committees, some
of them have at least the same need as Washington School.
1
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Then, for other less critical areas, following the strategy Mr. Fisch’s put forth at the
June 14, 2016 Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee meeting, that of
“adopting an ordinance where the current property owners that have existing gaps
would not be required to have sidewalks constructed, but that if the current
property owner either sells that property or bequeaths its ownership to someone
else, that new owner would be required to fill those gaps within a year”.

This would satisfy the desire to have sidewalk continuation throughout the city yet more
quickly accomplish the main reason for that continuation - “Safe Routes to Schools”.
My E-mail address is craigrtesch@charter.net. Please share your thoughts on this –
again, something I could not solicit at the meeting.
Thank you!

Craig & Susan Tesch
Cc: Mike Wiza-Stevens Point Mayor
Scott Beduhn-Director of Public Works
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