REPORT OF CITY BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN STREET SAFETY COMMISSION
June 18, 2018 – 8:00 AM
City Conference Room – 1515 Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481
PRESENT: Commissioners Roark, Fehrenbach, McComb, O’Meara, Rogalski, and Borski
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Wiza, Director Ostrowski, Director Schrader Associate Planner Kearns, and Alderperson
Jennings.
INDEX:
1. Call to Order
2. Persons who wish to address the committee for up to three (3) minutes on a non-agenda item*
Consideration and Possible Action on the Following:
3. Staff update
4. Discuss Commission Goals and Objectives
5. Discuss abandoned railroad right-of-way (approx. 1.66 miles) spanning from the Village of Whiting to the
City of Stevens Point
6. Examine Portage County property (2.76 acres) north of Canadian National railroad and west of Brilowski
Road (Parcel ID 281230802100018)
7. Schedule next meeting
8. Adjourn.
1. Call to Order.
Present: Roark, Fehrenbach, O’Meara, McComb, Rogalski, and Borski
Discussion and possible action on the following:
2. Persons who wish to address the committee for up to three (3) minutes on a non-agenda item*
3. Staff update
Mayor Wiza described the duties of a commission member who is an alternate, adding that Attorney
Beveridge would be available to answer any additional questions or concerns regarding open meeting laws.
He also hoped that the creation of the commission would result in having more conversations with the
public and assist in building a better consensus with the community.
Associate Planner Kearns noted that they could not elect officials due to it not being listed on the agenda,
but that it would be added appropriately to the following meeting’s agenda. Mayor Wiza stated that Mr.
Kearns could chair the meeting since they could not proceed with electing a Chairperson and Vice
Chairperson.
4. Discuss Commission Goals and Objectives
Chairperson Kearns noted that it may be beneficial to revisit and discuss the commissions’ goals and
objectives.

Page 1 of 6

Commissioner Roark suggested they begin by updating the point person to their existing goals, and
presenting any new ones to add to the list.
Alderperson McComb asked what ‘X’ and ‘L’ meant on the Goals and Objectives chart, to which it was
explained that ‘L’ meant leader of the project, and ‘X’ meant a person interested in assisting for that project.
Alderperson McComb, while stating that objective 5 and 6 were urgent, also suggested that they begin
looking at their objectives more broadly.
Commissioner Fehrenbach asked for direction on what exactly the commission did, what could they do, and
how it differed from an advisory committee.
Commissioner O’Meara briefly stated that they could now work on policy due to them being legislative.
Commissioner Roark reviewed section 3.55 of the Stevens Point Ordinance, Creation of Bicycle-Pedestrian
Street Safety Commission.
Commissioner O’Meara noted that a majority of it fell under their new policy goals, to which Commissioner
Roark added that they could reorganize their existing goals and categorize them under the code subsections.
There was a brief discussion on adding the following items to their goals and objectives list:
1. LaneSpotter: a mobile application that helped cyclists find the safest routes while exploring
neighborhoods.
2. 20’s Plenty Campaign: an international program to get all neighborhood streets within a community
to 20 miles or less.
3. Distribution of parking meter revenue to the very block of street it came from.
4. Requiring a Transportation Demand Audit for any new off-street parking proposal for any public,
private, or nonprofit entity.
5. Dealing with sidewalk gaps.
6. Reintroduce Spin Bike Share Program.
Alderperson Jennings (District One) commended the discussion, but cautioned the commission that they
should expect to become more reactive in terms of process and goals, in addition to answering to the
Common Council.
Chairperson Kearns added that while the commission could certainly pursue certain projects and endeavors,
and make recommendations to City and Staff for other projects, he reiterated that the commission would
begin to address regular agenda items that would take precedent such as street reconstructions and the
Zoning Code Ordinance rewrite. He questioned the purpose of having a separate document to outline their
goals and policies and asked how it would be used.
Alderperson McComb stated that the ordinance language assisted in setting up their goals, and that their
priority now was not only working with the Common Council, but advising them as well.
Alderperson Jennings stated that education was not listed, but they really should be moving forward with it.
Chairperson Kearns stated that they should have a better understanding of their goals and objectives for the
following meeting, and advised the commission to move forward on the agenda.
5. Discuss abandoned railroad right-of-way (approx. 1.66 miles) spanning from the Village of Whiting to the
City of Stevens Point
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Director Ostrowski briefly explained that the City had exercised an Offer to Purchase railroad right-of-way,
and they were now in the process of doing their due diligence before acquiring the property for $175,000.
Additionally, the Canadian Railway required the purchaser, or the City, to remove the railroad tracks. As part
of the purchase project, the County had agreed to remove the railroad at their own cost. Director Ostrowski
also highlighted that the project was multijurisdictional as the property stretched to the Village of Whiting.
They expected to acquire title to the property by October or earlier. Parks Director Schrader, he explained,
was also working on a grant to see if they could acquire additional funds for the project.
Director Schrader stated that the grant could provide $62,000. The funds would assist in constructing the
trail, noting that they had already received an estimate of $30,000 to put down crushed granite. He briefly
touched upon potentially rerouting sections of the Green Circle Trail to connect to the new trail, and hoped
for the trail to be open in the coming fall.
Commissioner Borski asked where the grant was coming from, to which it was clarified that it was the
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program Grant from the DNR.
Commissioner Roark asked whether the County had responded to removing the tracks, or if it was already
happening.
Director Ostrowski explained that the County had submitted a letter of support to fund the removal of the
tracks. However, there was a portion of trail that the City would need to assist in as it hit a large dip in
Interstate HH, which once filled in, could cause storm water issues.
Chairperson Kearns asked if the trail had been named, and if any signage would be going up.
Director Ostrowski stated that a name hadn’t been determined yet. Once they received title of the property,
they could better plan for its construction, whether it was to do gravel, or asphalt in the future.
Director Schrader noted that asphalt for the trail could cost $250,000, but they would have the opportunity
to put down gravel on the first pass to see how often the train was used.
Director Ostrowski stated that they would have a further discussion on the design aspects once they
obtained title to the property.
6. Examine Portage County property (2.76 acres) north of Canadian National railroad and west of Brilowski
Road (Parcel ID 281230802100018).
Chairperson Kearns briefly explained that the County was trying to get rid of a parcel north of the railroad
and west of Brilowski Road by splitting and distributing the property to the adjacent land owners as they
were already utilizing the land now. The request had initially went before the Plan Commission in March,
and at that time a potential for a larger conversation was brought forward in having the City pursue the
purchase and construct or create another potential trail. Staff felt it was beneficial for the body to review
and provide a recommendation to utilize and use it as such if they wished to move forward.
Commissioner Roark asked if any type of financial cost benefit analysis had been performed on items such as
property taxes for each parcel or maintenance costs on the area.
Director Ostrowski stated that while they didn’t have those numbers yet, they could pursue running those
numbers for trail construction costs and annual maintenance costs if they wished to entertain acquiring the
property. A reason why the County was looking to transfer the property to the adjacent owners, he added,
was because they had been requested to remove a number of trees along that area which would come at a
cost. While it was an odd parcel to begin with, half of the property was within the City, with the reaming
portion being in the Town of Hull. While it was very rare for the City to give back property to residents, it
made sense in this instance to do so. The greater question was if they wanted to entertain another potential
trail seeing as it could provide a connection under the interstate towards the north.
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Commissioner Fehrenbach asked for clarification on the mapped property boundaries, to which Director
Ostrowski confirmed the parcel was outlined and defined on page 7 of the agenda packet.
Director Ostrowski also noted the importance of discussing potential new residential growth towards the
East near County Road R as a trail system there could be beneficial. While the board did not need to make a
decision immediately, sooner rather than later would be ideal as the County was looking to move quickly.
Commissioner O’Meara expressed concern for the width of the potential trail and questioned whether it
would be avoided due to the volume of train traffic regardless of it being a shortcut.
Commissioner Trevor noted that while it didn’t make sense in investing in the trail now, he could see the
benefits of preserving the property for a future connection as the existing routes provided difficulty.
Director Ostrowski briefly discussed a future potential for alternate routes for connecting trails including
areas around E M Copps Drive or County Road R.
Commissioner Roark asked whether utilities had been consulted with preserving the corridor, to which
Director Ostrowski stated there was a 24 inch sanitary buffer and utilities coming through E M Copps Drive
which would assist in future growth.
Alderperson Jennings stated her appreciation for the agenda item as it had been brought up in another
committee meeting. She added that it was an opportunity to obtain a piece of land for the future. She
wished to see the body move forward in recommending that Council or staff pursue the request to obtain
the land, since once it was given up, they would never get it back again.
Director Ostrowski reiterated that the request to pursue purchasing the land would need to go to Common
Council, and then to the County. Staff did not expect immediate action on the item, but noted the County’s
urgency in getting rid of the property.
Director Schrader stated that he would move forward in obtaining an estimate for costs if they wanted to
move forward with ownership.
Motion by Commissioner O’Meara to postpone action on item 6 for further review, seconded by
Commissioner Fehrenbach.
Motion carried 5-0.
7. Schedule Next Meeting
It was determined that meetings would be held the Wednesday after Plan Commission meetings at 9:00 AM.
Furthermore, the Commission discussed the ability to sound and/or video record the meetings. Mr. Kearns
stated the meetings will be held in the Police Department Community Room if available. Due to the
upcoming holiday, the next BPSSC with be held after Independence Day, on Thursday, July 5, 2018.
8. Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 AM
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Attachment relating to Agenda Item 3: Discuss Commission Goals and Objectives
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