REGULAR MEETING
Board of Park Commissioners
April 3, 2019
Police Department
Community Room
933 Michigan Ave.
Meeting Room
6:30 p.m.
Discussion and Possible action on:
1.

Roll Call

2.

Approval of the March 6, 2019 Minutes

3.

Update of Willett Arena renovation

4.

Update on Cultural Commons

5.

Director’s report

6.

Adjournment

Meeting Rider
Any person who has special needs while attending this meeting or needing agenda materials for this meeting
should contact the City Clerk as soon as possible to ensure a reasonable accommodation can be made. The City
Clerk can be reached by telephone at (715) 346‐1569, TDD # 346‐1556 or by mail at 1515 Strongs Ave., Stevens
Point, WI 54481.
Copies of ordinances, resolutions, reports and minutes of the committee meetings are on file at the office of the
City Clerk for inspection during normal business hours from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00p.m.

SPECIAL NOTICE
Please take notice that a quorum of the Common Council, City Boards/Commissions may
attend this meeting.

MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 2019
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Roll Call
Approval of the January 2, 2019 Minutes
Request to change policy and allow non‐refundable lodge rental deposit to be returned
Request to create Fence Art on fence in Emerson Park (Friends of Emerson Park)
Naming of former CN abandon rail line (Rail to Trail project)
Director’s report
Adjournment

1.

Roll Call

Present:
Freckmann, Glodosky, Kirsch, McDonald, Ald. Oberstadt, Okonek, Ald. Slowinski, Sorenson
Excused:
Hall, Ald. McComb, Smith
Also Present: Director Tom Schrader, Mayor Mike Wiza, Ald. Mike Phillips, Jean Oberstadt, Michael
O’Meara, Ald. Tori Jennings
2.

Approval of the January 2, 2019 Minutes

Motion by McDonald, seconded by Okonek, to approve the January 2, 2019 minutes and place them on
file.
Ayes all; Nays none; Motion carried.
3.

Request to change policy and allow non‐refundable lodge rental deposit to be returned

On May 1, 2018 Irene Zurawski rented the Pfiffner Building for two days, July 12 & 13, 2019. At the time of
her reservation she was told that our policy is any rentals two days or more are required to put down a
$100 non-refundable deposit. After explaining the policy to her she agreed and put down the deposit. She
explained that the rental was for an annual fund raising fishing tournament she hosted for her son that
had passed away. The site they had been using in the past was not working out anymore, so she needed
an alternative site. She was glad this site was available and had no problem with the non-refundable
deposit.
On February 6th Irene came to the office and stated that she was now able to work out the differences at
their former site and wanted to cancel her two day rental. She understood that it was a non-refundable
deposit and had agreed to it when she rented the lodge, but wanted to know who she could talk to get
her deposit back. I explained to her that she agreed to the non-refundable deposit when she rented the
lodge back in May. Since the policy has been in place we haven’t refunded any non-refundable deposits
to anyone that has cancelled.
She thought that because this was a fund raising event to be held at the lodge, we should return the
deposit because it would cut into their money raising efforts. I explained to her again why the Commission
had to establish the policy, and that I understand the loss of the $100. And that I couldn’t refund as per
policy. She wanted to know who she could appeal to. I told her there isn’t an appeal process on this
policy that she would have to go in front of the Commission to see if they would change the current
policy. I told her that the Commission spent time on developing this policy, and I didn’t see them
changing the policy.
1

As staff, I would recommend that we not change our current policy. This policy was establish for the
reasons
outlined in Irene Zurawski’s letter, someone renting the lodge for multiple days as a backup. Since the
policy was established we have kept several deposits from people cancelling their reservation. The policy
has really deterred people from making reservation while waiting for a better option to come up. Since
the policy the number of cancellations has really dropped. If the Commission were to give an exception
on this request, you will be addressing this issue every time someone would want to cancel a nonrefundable reservation. That would defeat the purpose of the policy that has been working very well.
Glodosky moved, seconded by Ald. Slowinski to deny the request to change the policy and allow the
non-refundable lodge rental deposit to be returned
Ayes all, nays none; motion carried.
4.

Request to create Fence Art on fence in Emerson Park (Friends of Emerson Park)

Michael O’Meara spoke on behalf of The Friends of Emerson Park Committee. They would like to create a
temporary pop up art installation on the fence in Emerson Park. The installation will be made with all
recyclable materials consisting of plastic and fibers on the fence that runs along Clark Street. The
installation would go up around the end of April 2019 and be removed the end of May 2019. If everything
goes well, they would like to install another installation in June to run another two months.
Director Schrader stated that he would recommend approval. That staff would need to review the
proposed installation for approval, Friends of Emerson Park would be responsible for maintaining and
removing the installation, and no advertising (political or otherwise) would be part of the installation.
Ald. Oberstadt moved, seconded by Liz McDonald to approve the request to create Fence Art on the
fence in Emerson Park, that staff would need to review the proposed installation for approval, Friends of
Emerson Park would be responsible for maintaining and removing the installation, and no advertising
(political or otherwise) would be part of the installation.
Ayes all, nays none; motion carried

5.

Naming of former CN abandon rail line (Rail to Trail project)

President Freckmann referred to the agenda notes showing the list of proposed names for the former CN
abandoned rail line (Rail to Trail project) and all of the supporting documentation presented for the
proposed names. There are 19 names to choose from and he stated we need a process to determine
which name we would recommend. President Freckmann is proposing that the Commissioners, after
having a discussion about the names, that we each vote on one name and after the first vote if one vote
gets the majority it is decided. If no one single name takes the majority we then would take the 2 highest
names and have a run off to determine the winning name.
Mayor Michael Wiza spoke saying some very good suggestions have been make and it’s not often we get
the opportunity like this to name a trail. There has been a lot of work put into this trail with the grant
writing, the construction of the trail and the approval for a trail. He’s asking to propose something slightly
different than some of the names provided. In the Mayor’s opinion we have in this community the best
park system in the entire state of Wisconsin and beyond. This is made possible in large part by one person,
Director Tom Schrader who helped establish the Green Circle and this trail will be part of the Green Circle.
For over 35 years Director Tom Schrader had made the city park system what it is today. He gives Tom a
lot of the credit long with others for the success of our park system but without Tom’s leadership and
direction our park system wouldn’t be as fabulous as it is today. Riverfront Rendezvous was started by
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Tom. He would suggest a combination of the names listed. He sees Schrader Trail up there on the list but
maybe you could do a combination such as Schrader Spur or Schrader Connection and take into
account any others that were made. It’s important that we recognize the accomplishments of the soon
to be retired long time Parks Director of the City of Stevens Point, Tom Schrader.
Ald. Tori Jennings also spoke in favor of naming the trail in Tom’s name siting the Green Circle as a legacy
of his for the City of Stevens Point.
Commissioner Glodosky asked for a unanimous vote in favor of naming the trail after Director Schrader.
Ald. Oberstadt moved, seconded by Okonek to name the trail “Schrader Connection” in honor of Tom
Schrader, Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry who is retiring on May 1, 2019.
Ayes all, nays none; motion carried unanimously.
6.

Director’s report

Director Schrader reported
 The Winter Sports area is open and will remain open until the seasonal staff goes on Spring
break approximately the 15th of March. The gates will remain open for the sled hills but the
toboggan runs will probably be done by then.
 Ice Show is scheduled for March 30th with a 2 and 7 pm show and March 31st with a 2 p.m.
show
 UWSP Hockey has a bye this week but will be playing next week on the 16th at the Willett
When they win on the 16th the City will be able to host the NCWA Quarter and Finals at the
Willett. It was back in the late 80’s the last time we hosted NCWA championships
 Snow removal has been constant in the month of February, we have 7 miles of sidewalks to
clear
 Forestry is doing a rotation of tree trimming on the southside. Fifth Avenue will be
reconstructed and will have about 30 trees added. Tree Fella Tree Service received the
tree maintenance quote this year and angel gardens of Wisconsin Rapids received the
flower quote.
 Riverfront Rendezvous schedule was received on Monday. New this year will be Timberworks
Lumberjack Show. They will be doing 7 shows during the Rendezvous. They will be
performing by the south tent which has been designated as Kids Zone.
 Reserve Street will be reconstructed this summer season and they will be storing piping at
the Emerson Park and will restore the area in the park to its previous condition or better
when they are finished.
 Dir. Schrader stated that as part of the Reserve St. reconstruction project this summer, there
was a need to store some of the supplies. That the Engineering Dept. is requesting to use an
area in Emerson Park for storage during the project. Schrader questioned if East St. could be
closed and the supplies stored on East St. instead of the park. Engineering Dept. said that
wasn’t possible. They did say any damages to the turf in the park would be repair when the
project is completed. The project will start late spring early summer and run in September.
The area would need be approx.100’ X 100’ and would be fenced.
7.

Adjournment

Motion by Ald. Slowinski, seconded by Sorensen, to adjourn the meeting.
Ayes all; Nays none; Motion carried, 6:55 p.m.
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Proposed Design
Imagine: recycled soda bottles

Trees: various recycled plastics
Hearts: recycled and dyed fabrics

Clark Street Fence Line
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Imagine

Made from green soda
bottles or water bottles
painted green on the inside.
“Imagine” encourages
community to imagine a new
park and all the possibilities.

Example application

Material Storage Area

Reserve Street Reconstruction Project
Clark St

Ellis St

Boyington Ave

Wyatt Ave

Reserve St

Jefferson St

Fremont St

Lincoln Ave

Oak St

East Ave

Center St

McCulloch St

Material Storage
Reconstruct Project

Dixon St

¯

1 inch = 250 feet

