Business 51 Improvement Study
From South City Limits to I-39

Public Involvement Meeting
November 20, 2013

The City of Stevens Point is developing long-range plans for the Business 51 (Division/Church Street)
corridor. Project limits extend from the south city limits 3.5 miles north to I-39. The roadway will be
reconstructed in phases; however, an environmental document will be completed for the entire corridor.
Construction is anticipated to begin in 2016 between the south city limits and Patch Street. The results
of the study, contained in the environmental document, will allow the City, land owners, and local
businesses to make informed land use decisions compatible with the long-range plans.

What is the purpose and need for the study?
The purpose of this study is to develop an improvement plan for Business 51 to allow the roadway to
serve as a safe and efficient link in the city’s transportation system. The study will include alternatives
to improve safety, geometric deficiencies, pavement condition, bicycle and pedestrian
accommodations, and aesthetics.

Public Involvement:
How your comments have impacted the design
Since January 2013:
• More than 150 people have attended a public meeting.
• More than 140 adjacent property owners have attended small group meetings.
• The project team has met with all Stevens Point aldermen, the Board of Public Works,
Southside Business Association, the Stevens Point Fire and Police Departments, the Portage
County Sheriff’s Office, and several property owners one‐on‐one.
Below is a sampling of public comments that influenced the design of the detailed alternatives:
Comment

How Comment Affected Design

Don’t use a one‐size‐fits‐all
approach for the corridor

The detailed alternatives were designed to minimize impacts while still improving safety,
geometrics, bicycle and pedestrian accommodations, and aesthetics. A 4‐lane typical
section is proposed in areas with greater existing right of way and a 2‐lane typical section is
proposed in areas where right of way is limited.

Realign Rice and Whiting
Streets and install a traffic
signal

Two alternatives are proposed to realign Rice and Whiting streets to form one intersection.
Both proposals include signalizing the new intersection.

Need traffic signal at Patch
Street

Several alternatives are proposed for the Patch/Francis streets intersection area. All
alternatives include either traffic signals or roundabouts to improve operations.

Wants safer pedestrian
crossings and sidewalks; more
protection from traffic under
the railroad

Pedestrian islands in the median are proposed at several areas throughout the corridor so
pedestrians can cross one direction of traffic at a time. In many areas, pedestrians will also
cross fewer lanes of traffic than they do today. The typical section under the railroad
includes a 9‐foot sidewalk as well as a 5‐foot bike lane.

A 6‐foot terrace between the road and sidewalk is included in the design. In addition, the
Need a place for snow storage bike lane will allow property owners to clear snow from the end of the driveway without
standing in the travel lane.
Although access point consolidation is proposed to improve roadway safety, most
Need full access to my
businesses and residential properties along Business 51 will have full access to their
business
property either by relocating their driveway or using a shared access point.

Detailed Alternatives

4‐lane roadway with raised median (37% of overall length)
2‐lane roadway with raised median (42% of overall length)
2‐lane roadway with two‐way left turn lane (21 % of overall length)

FACTS
•

This configuration is anticipated to reduce crashes on Business 51 by 28% when
compared to the existing roadway configuration.

•

Proposed design provides facilities for three types of transportation – vehicular,
bicycle, and pedestrian.

•

Simply replacing the utilities and pavement would cost approximately $26 million
and do nothing to improve roadway safety, geometrics, or bicycle and pedestrian
accommodations. The City has a responsibility to provide a safe roadway for its
residents.

Two Lanes – Will it Really Work?
New traffic signal
timing technology
called Adaptive
Signal Control uses
real‐time traffic
information to
reduce congestion
by determining
which lights should
be red and which
should be green.

Alternative

Peak Period
Travel Times
(min.)

Existing Conditions

9:35 – 10:15

Detailed Alternative
(includes two lanes in
some areas)

9:30 – 10:15

Travel time is relatively consistent
regardless of the reduction in through
travel lanes from 4 (existing) to 2
(proposed) in some locations.

A similar 2‐lane divided roadway was recently constructed on Cascade Avenue
in River Falls, WI in 2012. This section is approximately ½ mile long and has
similar existing traffic volumes to Business 51.

Comparison of Impacts
Preliminary Alternatives (May 2013)
2-lane
Raised
Median
Right of way
required
(acres)

Detailed
Alternative
(Nov. 2013)

2-lane
TWLTL

4-lane
Raised
Median

4-lane
TWLTL

3

2

6

5

Less than
3.4

Residential
relocations

20

15

49

41

3-5

Business
relocations

11

6

13

12

5-7

Historic
district
impacts?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Impacts to
park?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

$29 M

$28 M

$38 M

$36 M

$34-$35M

Construction
cost

Residential relocations include apartment building with multiple units at Clark Street intersection.

Project Schedule
Alternatives design and evaluation

Now – Spring 2014

Selection of a preferred alternative

Spring 2014

Next public meeting

Spring 2014

Right of way acquisition

Earliest start 2015

Construction

Earliest start 2016

One additional public meeting will be scheduled to discuss the proposal for the preferred alternative.
Construction is anticipated to begin in 2016 at the earliest. Construction will begin at the south end of the corridor
with the section of Business 51 from the south city limits to Patch Street. Corridor construction will be phased over
several years as funding allows.

Questions or Comments
Bruce Gerland
Consultant Project Manager
AECOM
200 Indiana Avenue
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715‐342‐3010
Bruce.Gerland@aecom.com

Scott Schatschneider
Director of Public Works
City of Stevens Point
1515 Strongs Avenue
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715‐346‐1561
SSchatschneider@stevenspoint.com

Please use the comment form provided for your written comments or e‐mail the project team members listed
above. We look forward to hearing from you and keeping you informed as our work continues on this project.
Information about the project can be found at www.stevenspoint.com. Click on the “Road Construction” tab on
the left side of the page.

