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National Register of Historic Places – what is it? 

The official federal list of districts, sites, buildings, structures, 
and objects  

significant in American history, architecture, archaeology, 
engineering, and culture 

 that have significance to the prehistory or history of their 
community, State, or the Nation. 

 

Archaeological properties have yielded or has the potential 
to provide important information about prehistory or 

history. 

 



Criterion A: History 

Criterion B: Association with a Person 

Criterion C: Architecture 

Criterion D: Information Potential 

Hebron Town Hall, 

Town of Hebron 

Ben Hunt Cabin,  

Hales Corners 

Oceanwave Scow Schooner, Lake Michigan 

Rogers House,  

Appleton 



What is a Historic District? 
   “A district possesses a significant concentration, linkage, or 

continuity of sites, buildings, structures, or objects united 
historically or aesthetically by plan or physical development.” 
 
A district forms a unified, well-defined and, visually and 
architecturally distinctive area which exhibits cohesion in contrast 
to the area outside of the district.  Contributing buildings reflect 
the architecture or historical significance from the historic period.  
Non-contributing buildings are excluded due to low architectural 
integrity or because their scale, building materials, or date of 

construction is different from the districts historic period.    
Examples include business districts, residential neighborhoods, rural 

villages, and collections of archaeological sites. 



Text here 







Types of Historic Districts 

But What Does it Mean to be in a 
Historic District? 

There are many misconceptions,  
and you may have even heard some of them… 



QUIZ TIME 



1. If my property is listed, I must 
open it to the public. 



1. If my property is listed, I must 
open it to the public. 

FALSE 



2. If my property is listed, I may paint 
my house any color I like. 



2. If my property is listed, I may paint 
my house any color I like. 

TRUE 



3. If my property is listed, I can never 
change anything. 



3. If my property is listed, I can never 
change anything. 

FALSE 



YOU CAN 

• Remodel your kitchen or bathroom 

• Put on an addition 

• Add air conditioning 

• Update the electrical system 

• Give a building a new use 

• Do whatever you want, as long as there is no 
federal or state money, license or permit 
involved 



4. Anything over 50 years old is eligible 
for listing in the State and the National 

Register. 



4. Anything over 50 years old is eligible 
for listing in the State and the National 

Register. 

FALSE 

A property must possess 

integrity and significance 



What’s in it for me ? 

Fosters community identity and 

promotes local history 

Heritage tourism 

Pride in their own property and in 

their community 

Recognition from the National 

Park Service 

Facilitates economic 

reinvestment 



•Federal 20% + State 20% for 

income producing properties 

 

•State 25% for non-income 

producing residential properties 

 

•Application must be approved 

before work begins for the State 

credit 

TAX CREDITS 



 Pre-approval required before work starts 

 Property must be listed in, or Individually-
eligible for, the National Register 

 Either 2-Year or 5-Year Schedule 

 5-Year Recapture 
• Work on the exterior of your house, such as roof replacement and 

painting, but not including site work such as driveways and landscaping;  
• Electrical wiring, not including electrical fixtures;  
• Plumbing, not including plumbing fixtures;  
• Mechanical systems, such as furnaces, air conditioning, and water 

heaters; and  
• Structural work, such as jacking up floors.  

 



National Register of Historic Places in 
Wisconsin 

We have: (since 1966)   
 

46 National Historic Landmarks 

Over 2100 Individual Listings 

399Historic Districts  
Examples: Parkview Historic District, Milton - 7 

  Main Avenue Historic District , De Pere, 18 

  Main Street Historic District, Lake Geneva - 26 

  Burlington Downtown Historic District - 97 

  Walkers Point Historic District, Milwaukee – 502 

  University Hill Farms Historic District, Madison - 834 

 

 

 



Stevens Point Properties Listed in the National Register 
11 Individually listed properties and  
1 District: Mitchell Public Square-Main Street District 

Christina Kuhl House 

Folding Furniture Works Building 

J.L. Jensen House 

State Normal School 

Hardware Mutual Insurance 
Companies Building 

David McMillan House 



Stevens Point Properties Listed in the National Register 

Hotel Whiting 

Fox Theater 

Temple Beth Israel 

Nelson Hall 

11 Individually listed properties and  
1 District: Mitchell Public Square-Main Street District 

Theresa and August Green House 



Who decides what properties are historic? 

State and Federal 

Designation 
 

•Administered by WHS 

•Under state and federal 

law 

•Reviews state & federal       

actions only 

•Honorific 

•Eligibility for Tax Credits 

 

Local Designation 

 

•Administered by local 

unit of government 

•Under local zoning 

ordinance 

•Reviews any action 

that requires a building 

permit 

•Review authority 

•Protects property 

values 



How are properties listed? 

Identification Nomination 
Review Board 

Approval by the 

National Park Service 



Web Resources: 

Architecture and History Inventory 
National Register Database 
Pages for Property Owners 
Wisconsin Historic Images 



Web Resources: 



Web Resources: 



Web Resources: 



Web Resources: 



Web Resources: 

Contact: 

 

Peggy Veregin, National Register Coordinator 

      Phone: 608.264.6501   

      Email: peggy.veregin@wisconsinhistory.org 

 

Jen Davel, Preservation Architect (Tax Credit Program) 

      Phone: 608.264.6490   

      Email: jennifer.davel@wisconsinhistory.org 

 

 
 

 

mailto:peggy.veregin@wisconsinhistory.org
mailto:jennifer.davel@wisconsinhistory.org


Questions?         




